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THE PRES I DENT 'S PAGE 
As we start out this new year, there is much to be considered from the view

point of the birdwatcher. Perhaps the most important is full recognition of a State 
Bird for Minnesota. The M.O.U. has endorsed the Common Loon. A committee will 
be appointed, and an effort made to bring suffident pressure on the State Legis
lature to effect passage of a bill to formalize the Loon as the State Bird. Each one 
of us should attempt to bring this matter to the attention of our local representa
tives whenever possible, to substantiate the work of the committee. 

We should also fully recognize what our progression of living has done to our 
wild life. In Minnesota we were indeed fortunate in that we have had three distinct 
types of habitats within our borders. To the northeast, conifers; the southeast, 
decidious forests; and, to the west, the prairies. However, over the last 100 years 
all three of these areas have changed so that the bird and animal life has had to 
change to meet the new requirements. For example, the White-tailed Deer have 
moved out of their native area in southern Minnesota, and now the larger portion 
of the White-tailed Deer population is found in the north. With the number of forest 
fires and woodsman's axes, the pines in many places of northern Minnesota have 
given place to the poppies. There is hardly any native prairie left, with the result 
the pheasants have taken the place of the Prairie Chicken. Unless something is 
done to preserve the little remaining prairie area, the Prairie Chicken will soon 
become extinct. The state of Minnesota has tried to preserve some of the remaining 
potholes, by buying up the land so that the sportsman would have a place to hunt. 
This has preserved some of the habitat that would otherwise have been destroyed 
for raising and breeding places of our waterfowl. Hunting has reduced many species 
of our native birds - especially the waterfowl - to a fraction of their former 
numbers. Erosion has also taken its toll of our wild life. As you go through the 
western part of the state graveyards stand sometimes as much as a foot above the 
surrounding areas, which is a good indication of the amount of erosion. Every con
servation method possible should be employed to prevent the loss of this topsoil. 

There is a great need for preserving the very few remaining virgin areas of 
our state. At the current rate of dissolution, future generations will never know any 
natural type of ecological development, and from a scientific standpoint these areas 
should be maintained so that there can be a comparison of the new and the old. If 
preservation is not established, many present forms of animal and plant life will 
be gone forever. 

As the working days grow shorter, there will be more opportunity for recreation 
- and in particular outdoor recreation. Our few remaining natural, wild life areas 
could be converted into recreational places, where instead of shooting animals and 
birds with guns, they could be "shot" with cameras ... which, incidentally is a 
more skillful art! There is obviously an increasing interest in our natural elements 
and surroundings, as is demonstrated by the fact that the Natural History Society 
has found it necessary to expand their performances at the Minneapolis Art Insti
tute (which has a seating capacity of 750) from one to two an evening, and use two 
evenings for each showing instead of one, as formerly. 

This year let each of us individually campaign toward the preservation of Min
nesota's invaluable natural, wild life and environs, for as we are successful indi
vidually, so will it be reflected collectively, for the enjoyment of all. 

Dana R. Struthers 
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Wood Duck Nest In St. Cloud, Minnesota 
by 

Harry H. Goehring 

Rare indeed is the occasion when a 
Wood Duck selects a hollow oak tree in 
the center of a city to use as a nesting 
site, especially if that tree is located in 
a much used recreational area such as 
Barden Park in St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Barden Park, located three blocks 
from the state college buildings and four 
blocks from the Mississippi River, is sur
rounded by a residential area and 
covers an area of one city block. In it 
grow pine, spruce, elm, maple, and oak 
trees. In the center is located a band
stand from which weekly summer con
certs originate. The whole area was 
used daily for organized playground ac
tivities of the city rt:creational program. 
Such was the setting for a Wood Duck's 
nesting area. 

That a possible ne~ting site might be 
found here was first suggested by John 
Weismann who, at 8:00 a.m. June 3, 
1958, noted a "duck-like" bird fly through 
the park. A check of the trees revealed 
an opening in an oak tree 11 feet above 
the ground and about the size through 
which a duck could pass. That night, 
armed with a ladder and a flashlight, 
the female duck was seen on her nest 58 
inches below the entrance. Thus it was 
established that on this day there was a 
nest, and that incubation had begun. 

During the incubation period many 
events could have caused the female 
to abandon the nest. No less than 15 
flash pictures were taken, of the female 
on the nest early in the period and of 
the female and of two young at hatch
ing time, by extending the flash gun and 
camera inside of the tree. Practically 
every night and occasionally during the 
day time a flashlight was directed at the 
female to ascertain continuing incuba
ation . . Noisy games continued daily as 
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children played near the tree. Band con
certs, with horns blowing approval and 
applause, provided hour-long weekly dis
turbances; but nesting continued. 

That July 3, 1958 was the day for 
leaving the nest was determined by the 
presence of two baby ducklings beside 
the mother on the previous night's in
spection trip. At 5 :00 o'clock in the 
morning of July 3 a crew of six inter
ested persons assembled two blinds and 
readied a 16 mm. movie camera to record 
the events of this "coming out party." 
At 5:55 a.m. the female duck flew from 
the tree in the direction of the river. She 
returned 50 minutes later to spend the 
next hour inside the tree. During the 
next four hours the female made ten 
appearances at the nest entrance to 
survey the surroundings, and possibly to 
calculate the chances of taking her brood 
safely to the river. The following tabu
lation of appearances of the mother 
duck at the entrance of the nest site 
gives a clearer account of the nest
abondoning operation. 

Time of 
appearance at 
nest entrance 

7:45 a .m. 
8:25 
8:57 
9:17 
9: 35 
9:49 

10:04 
10:18 
10:40 

Interval of time 
spent surveying 

the landscape 
5 minutes 

10 
7 

10 
6 
9 
6 

14 
3 

When the female appeared the last 
time (10:40) two babies appeared crawl
ing on her back, but clung to the tree 
as she flew to the ground near the base 
of the tree. In less than a minute the 
two babies dropped to the ground and 
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two more appeared in the entrance and 
jumped into the air to land near the 
others on the ground. The next three 
young appeared singly and without hesi
tation jumped to the ground. The moth
er, now with seven young, moved away 
from the tree, about six feet, only to re
turn, make a high pitched noise, and 
instantly two more ducklings popped out 
of the opening. Apparently with noses 
counted for a total of nine, the mother 
led the young through the grass away 
from the crowd which had assembled to 
take pictures and watch the events. 
Since the selected direction was away 
from the Mississippi River the "helpers" 
soon herded the flock in the other direc
tion, across sidewalks, gardens, streets, 
and through traffic to the river. The five 
block drive took over an hour, in which 
time the babies often squatted to rest. 

There were 12 eggs in the settmg. 
Nine young ducks left the nest. Of the 
remaining three eggs, one apparently 
was not fertile, one had hatched possibly 
five days, and the other one appeared to 
have developed about 20 days before 
dying. A 75 per cent hatch for Wood 
Ducks is, according to T. S. Roberts, 
rather high. 

It is of mtPrest to note that when the 
crowd of people, who tried to be helpful 
in driving the young and the mother to 

the river, got too close, the mother duck 
flew to the lower branches of the sur
rounding trees, however, always in the 
direction of the river from the young. 
While in the trees she kept calling in a 
high pitched voice to the young to direct 
their movement. Such action may be 
interpreted as protection for herself and, 
if possible, to save the lives of the 
young, too. 

It was reported by a 10-year-old boy, 
the son of one of the college staff mem
bers, that the female duck had come 
back to the nest at 6:15 p.m. of the 
day that the young were taken to the 
river. Whether this was just a matter 
of habit, or an intentional check b see 
if there were any more ducklings in the 
nest, is not known. 

The 200 feet of color movie film re
corded a visit of a gray squirrel at the 
nest entrance while the ducks were in
side and a visit by a White-breasted 
Nuthatch which did not leave until it 
looked down at the last few ducklings 
attempting to crawl up the inside of the 
tree. Such shots were not expected, but 
added dividends to the venture. 

It is hoped that this account will 
stimulate others to watch for and record 
nature's drama as it is unfolded near at 
hand. - State College, St. Cloud, Min
nesota 

It may be of interest to the readers of The Flicker to learn that Dr. Olin 
Sewall Pettingill Jr., renowned ornithologist and Audubon lecturer, will return to 
the University of Michigan Biological Station for the 1959 summer session after 
last summer's absence to study the birds in Iceland. Dr. Pettingill will teach an 
introductory course and an advanced course in ornithology at the Station, which is 
situated near Mackinaw in Michigan. 

Fifteen other courses, seven in botany and eight in zoology, covering all aspects 
of field biology, also will be taught, by a faculty of fourteen other prominent 
biologists from seven separate colleges and universities. Research is an important 
part of the program. Under-graduate and graduate students and research workers 
are eligible to study at the Station. A limited number of grants-in-aid will be 
awarded. 

All persons interested in studying at the Station are invited to write to Biologi
cal Station, 2129 Natural Science Building, the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. - A. H. Stockard, Director 
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On the Lookout for Ravens 
by 

Jerome Wagner 

It is generally understood that the job 
of the forest employee assigned to duty 
in one of the state's forest observation 
towers has as its prime responsibility 
the detection of "smokes" to enable 
rangers at headquarters to catch a 
possible forest fire in its amenable in
fancy. In the extreme northeastern tip 
of Minnesota it is typical that about 
50 per cent of a towerman's working 
hours during the summer months are 
thus spent scanning the forest with pro
tective alertness. 

Eight hours of such observation for 
many days in succession might to some 
be boring and lonely but to a great many 
of the readers it would likely be neither. 
Aside from the intrigue of half-hidden 
valleys and lakes, there is just enough 
animation in the scene from the tower's 
vantage point to make the job one of 
soothing invigoration, especially to an 
individual that spends the rest of the 
year teaching school in a teeming Twin 
Cities' suburb as does the writer. 

Every day in the tower offers a 
hawk's eye view of chipmunks and snakes 
going about their activities unaware of 
your presence. One has an unequaled 
view of Tiger Swallow-tails "dog-fight
ing" in pin cherry and mountain ash 
tops, or the "blips" of rising fish on the 
surface of the quiet lake below. 

The tower is also a listening post of 
sorts, up to which characteristic wood
land sounds may drift - the chirp of a 
chipmunk, the grating croak of a wood 
frog, or the rasping whistle of a hawk. 

Then, too, there are always visitors to 
add interest - jumping spiders, tach
anid flies, aphids, and on the calmest 
days, the unwelcome gnat of the forest, 
the black fly. 
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From time to time more exciting 
things may enliven the lookout, such 
as the deer that bounds across the knoll 
below and stops at a safe distance to 
observe the car that frightens it, or the 
successful plunge of an osprey that is 
turned to naught by the sudden swoop 
of an eagle from above, causing the 
osprey to drop its prey. 

Thus the work in Devilfish Lookout 
on a crest in :-3ection 31, Township 64 
N, and Range 3 E, Cook County, Minne
sota, was far from boring or lonely. 

Raven Nesting Site, Cook County 
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Early in June, 1956 an episode began 
rather casually that was to add zest to 
tower duty for about two weeks. It 
started with the muffled sound of dis
tant cawing that just barely nudged the 
writer's threshold of awareness at var
ious times during the day. For some 
time the source of the sounds was not 
discovered but since cawing was not too 
common a phenomenon in this wilderness 
spot, it was a noteworthy occurrence. 
Crows typically were most abundant 
along the north shore of Lake Superior 
where litter-bugging and road kills made 
for an ample bill-of-fare. Finally after 
a few days a black form was sighted 
momentarily as it dipped behind the 
edge of the cliff that stretched generally 
east and west between Devilfish Lookout 
and Devilfish Lake a mile or so to the 
north. 

Days passed and the cawing became 
more evident. Enough sightings had 
been made of distant black forms moving 
across the valley to the north to support 
a decision that ravens were responsible 
for the sounds. With the cawing as a 
signal to watch for activity, it was soon 
apparent that two ravens were working 
in the territory, that they were occasion
ally carrying something that might be 
food, and their activity seemed to focus 
around an area about one hundred fifty 
yards north of the tower. This latter 
helped to explain the muffled character 
of the sounds which were coming from 
below the cliff. 

About a week had gone by during 

which a few notes had been taken. Those 
for June 12 read: 

"Nests uf ravens located 15 to 20 feet 
up the cliffside about 100 yards north
northeast of the tower. Two nearly 
grown young present in nest. Parents 
shy - kept distance - not particularly 
defensive. Cliff has northern exposure." 

On June 15, 1956 the notes read: 
"Removed one young raven from the 

nest - the other flew and made a 
clumsy landing in a tree several blocks 
away. The parents concentrated on this 
individual, making no real effort to 
rescue the one that had been taken." 

As of this writing, more than two 
and one-half years later the captive 
raven has achieved a degree of tame
ness. It roosts at night in a shed and 
haunts the immediate vicinity of the 
writer's home by day. This will be the 
first spring that the bird (probably a 
female) will have the benefit of un
clipped wings during the mating season. 
I do 11ot know what her reaction will be 
to this freedom as that season approach
es. In any casr the t.otal experience thus 
far, beginning with an incidental obser
vation from a forest protection tower, 
has proven interesting. If the bird shows 
signs of restlessness as spring ap
proaches, :..n attempt may be made to 
return her to the rugged attractiveness 
of northeastern Minnesota, hopefully to 
enable her to establish a nest and ter
ritory of her own in an area that has 
been a home for the bear, the moose, 
wolf, raven, and trout. - Anoka Senior 
High School, Anoka, Minn. 

M.O.U. SPRING MEETING 

The spring meeting of the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union will be held at 
Douglas Lodge, Itasca Park, on Saturday and Sunday, May 30-31. Bring Saturday 
lunch. Meals served at lodge will be dinner Saturday evening, breakfast and lunch 
Sunday. Total cost of meals and sleeping accommodations will be $10.00, a check 
for which must accompany reservation. Make check payable to Douglas Lodge and 
mail with reservation to Douglas Lodge, Lake Itasca, Minnesota by May 10. Field 
trips will start from lodge at 1:00 p.m. Saturday and at 6:00 and 9:00 a.m. Sun
day. Meeting Saturday evening at 8:00. For any further information call Mrs. 
Mary Lupient, chairman. 
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Two Reports of Mountain Lion from 
Lake and Cook Counties 

by 
Gary C. Kuyava 

Previous to 1958 there were only five 
records of the Cougar or Puma, as the 
Mountain Lion is sometimes called, in 
the state of Minnesota. These were: one 
in southwestern Lyon County, two in 
the west central counties of Becker and 
Ottertail and one in the east central 
Chisago County, (Gunderson and Beer, 
Mammals of Minnesota, Minnesota Mus
eum of Natural History Occ. Papers No. 
6, 1953). If one consults a map, it will 
be noticed that none of these records 
come within 200 miles of observations 
in Lake or Cook Counties. 

On March 12, 1954, Cyril and Elmo 
Sorrels of Williams, in Lake of the 
Woods County, saw what they thought 
to be a Cougar. On March 13, they con
tacted Game Warden Harland Pickett 
of Baudette who positively identified the 
tracks of the animal the Sorrels had 
seen as those of a Mountain Lion. 

While driving to Ely, Minnesota, in 
late May or early June, 1958 an employ
ee of the Ashbach Construction Company 
saw a very large long-tailed cat with 
two spotted young following close behind 
cross State Highway No. 1 near the 
Happy Wanderer Tavern in Lake Coun
ty. This story was related to my brother, 
John G. Kuyava, who is presently sta
tioned at the Tofte Ranger Station as 
an assistant forest ranger. The construc
tion worker did not note the exact date 
on which he apparently saw these moun
tain lions. 

In Cook County during the summer 
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of 1958 a strange screaming animal was 
heard several times by several area lum
berjacks who know the screams of the 
bobcat and Canada lynx. None of them 
had heard the scream of a cougar be
fore. These screams or calls were heard 
near the area of the Parent Lake Road 
which intersects the Sawhill Trail about 
20 miles from Lake Superior. A short 
time after these screams were first 
heard the cat was seen. It was described 
as a large brown cat (about six and one
half feet long) by several of the lumber
jacks who related their experiences to 
my brother. Also, it was described as 
having a long tail. To confirm the story 
further, my brother, who is also a very 
critical observer, saw some very large 
cat tracks about a half mile north of the 
Parent Lake Road in the woods while 
hunting on the first week end of Min
nesota's rifle season for deer. These 
tracks he followed until they climbed up 
a windfall where the cat apparently 
rested for a short period. When he con
tacted me, I showed him the description 
of the Mountain Lion tracks in the book 
A Field Guide to Animal Tracks by 
Olaus J. Murie. He positively identified 
the tracks he had seen as those of a 
Mountain Lion. 

In conclusion I will say that this is 
an animal to be looked for throughout 
the state of Minnesota. If and when 
either the tracks or the animal itself is 
found, detailed notes should be recorded 
immediately. These notes should be sent 
to the editor of The Flicker. -Duluth, 
Minn. 

THE FLICKER 



Seasonal Report 
by 

Mary Lupient 

The beautiful Indian Summer we en
joyed in the early autumn lingered on 
until November 18 when a severe wind 
storm swept in bringing snow to the 
whole state and blizzard conditions to 
the Red River Valley and some northern 
sections. At this time the worst storm in 
50 years struck the north shore of Lake 
Superior and was especially severe 
around Grand Marais, Cook County. A 
75 mph wind blew down scores of cabins 
and wrecked boats. Power lines were 
down and for a time the town was isolat
ed. Strong winds and very cold weather 
dominated the whole season except for 
two weeks of mild weather during the 
Christmas holidays. In the Twin City 
area only a trace of snow fell up to the 
time of this writing February 4. How
ever, there was some snowfall in north
ern and western sections and a few 
blizzards occurred in these areas. A few 
times Bemidji was listed as the cold 
spot in the nation having a low temper
ature of 40• below zero. 

Cold and windy weather didn't dis
courage hundreds of Mallards and some 
Black Ducks that lived in the warm 
waters of the Black Dog plant just 
south of Minneapolis. They flew to the 
neighboring cornfields to feed. In an 
open spring area near St. Paul John 
Hall saw more than 300 Mallards in 
December. In Minneapolis in open water 
of the Mississippi between five and 
six hundred Golden-eyes formed a raft 
every evening at twilight. Robert Jans
sen reported Old Squaw's in fair 
numbers off the North Shore, January 
24. A few American Mergansers and 
about 125 Hooded Mergansers on Lake 
Vadnais, St. Paul, November 23, were 
reported by R. E. Cole. 

A Ross' Goose was received November 
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5, 1958 by the Museum of Natural His
tory from the Sand Lake Refuge in 
South Dakota. It had been collected be
cause of an injury. Mrs. Don Petty who 
lives near Medicine Lake. Hennepin 
County ha<l an interesting experience 
with a Canada Goose which lived all 
winter in a small patch of open water 
fed by springs. When the weather got 
severe Mrs. P etty chopped ice to make a 
larger opening. The bird finally got 
tame enough to wait at a little distance 
while she chopped and when she left it 
entered the water. There are many past 
records of Canada Geese wintering in 
Minnesota. For several years numbers 
of them hav~ S!Jcnt the winter on Silver 
Lake in Rochester. Rev. Forrest Strnad 
estimated that there were about 2000 
there this season. 

A flock of about 78 Whistling Swans 
which flew very high over Lake Vad
nais, November 15, was reported by A. 
C. Rosenwinkel. On the same date he 
saw another flock of 38 fly over Pleas
ant Lake, Ramsey County. This was the 
only r.eport of Whistling Swans for this 
season. 

For the past few winters hawks were 
reported less commonly than in previous 
years but this year several were seen 
in the south half of the state, especially 
in the river valleys. Red-tailed, Rough
legged, Sharp-shinned, Cooper's, Red
shouldered, Peregrine Falcon, Goshawk 
and Sparrow Hawk were the species re
ported. A Bald Eagle was seen by A. C. 
Rosenwinkel near St. Paul November 11. 
A Golden Eagle was found shot in Rice 
Lake National Refuge near McGregor, 
Aitkin County. It was received by the 
Museum of Natural History December 
27, 1958. 

'1 



No Snowy Owls were reported this 
season. A Great Grey Owl appeared on 
the Christmas Count at Walker, Cass 
County, positively identified by H . R. 
Hanson. Several Great Horned Owls 
were listed in the Christmas Counts for 
the Twin City area. Two Long-eared 
Owls spent several weeks on the James 
Wilkie property near Bloomington, Hen
nepin County. A Short-eared Owl was 
found at the Isaac Walton Bass Ponds, 
Hennepin County, January 1 by Ray 
Glassel. He reported finding four Hawk 
Owls in Beltrami County in January. 

There were no reports received on the 
numbers of Grouse and Ring-necked 
Pheasants this season. An occasional 
Bob-white Quail was seen. On November 
9 Amy Chambers reported that nine of 
them were feeding on a gravel highway 
near Henderson, Sibley County, and that 
others were feeding on an adjacent hill
side. 
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Three Common Snipe were recorded 

WILD BIRD FOOD 
Excelo Quality Wild Bird Food Is a 

balanced blend of peanut hearts, sun
flower seeds, other seeds and grain. 
No screenings or fillers. Prepared 
especially for wild birds. Bird tested 
and proven. None finer. Order a sup· 
ply today. 

EXCELO WILD BIRD FOOD 
5 lbs ............•.••••...••.. $1.50 

10 Ihs •.................•••.... $2.50 
20 Jbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . $4.50 

EXCELO SUNFLOWER SEED 
5 lbs .... ... ........... . ...... $1.60 

10 Jbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . $!.60 
20 lbs. . • .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . $4.60 

'" Prices Postpaid 

Excelsior Farm Store 
Box 354 - Dept. 5 

Ph. Greenwood 4·7030, Excelsior, !\linn. 

by Florence and Lee Jaques for their 
Christmas Count in the vicinity of White 
Bear Lake, Ramsey County. 

During the winter season of 1957-1958 
there was an influx everywhere in the 
state of White-winged Crossbills and 
Red-breasted Nuthatches. This season 
no Crossbills have been reported and 
only an occasional Red-breasted Nut
hatch. However, Bohemian Waxwings 
appeared in various sized flocks in all 
sections. From Milbank, South Dakota 
came a report from Lowry Elliott that 
there was an invasirm of these birds 
there. 

Golden-crowned Kinglets were unus
ually abundant this winter, especially 
in and around the Twin Cities. Mrs. 
John Darley, Minneapolis, stated that 
several of them spent the winter in her 
yard. There were other reports of from 
one to three that spent the winter around 
residences. 

Several interesting reports of Tufted 
Titmice were received indicating that 
these birds are extending their range. 
Harold R. Hanson, Walker, wrote that 
one came regularly to a feeder at Leech 
Lake, Cass County, and that about ten 
used a feeder five miles east of Walker. 
Of interest also was a report by R. D. 
Sanders, Brainerd, Crow Wing County, 
which follows: "On Sunday, November 
30, 1958, I saw one Tufted Titmouse 
feeding on the ground under white pines 
and as high as 50 feet in the same 
trees. There were several Black-capped 
Chickadees and White-breasted Nut
hatches in the vicinity of a bird feeding 
station some 50 feet away but the Tit
mouse showed no interest in them. The 
Titmouse has not been seen since and 
that one bird is the only one I have ever 
seen in the Brainerd area. This observa
tion was made at noon on the west side 
of Gull Lake, L5, S32, T135N: R29W; 
Cass County." There were reports of 
single individuals in the Twin Cities. 
Six fed regularly at the James W. Wil
kie feeder near Bloomington and three 
at the C. L. Patchin feeder also near 
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Bloomington. Rev. Strnad had two at 
his feeder at Kasson, Dodge County and 
stated that there were at least six on a 
forty acre tract in that area. 

Mourning Doves wintered in areas 
south of the Twin Cities. The largest 
flock reported, 30 individuals, was ob
served near Grass Lake, Hennepin Coun
ty, on February 7 by Robert Janssen. 

Two Yellow-shafted Flicker were re
ported, one at the Philip D. Tyron feeder 
at Excelsior, Hennepin County, and one 
at the Cecilia Weaver feeder at LeSueur, 
LeSueur County. 

Dr. and Mrs. D. G. Mahle, Plainview, 
Wabasha County, recorded six Blue
birds and 60 Cardinals in their Christ
mas Count. Forty of the Cardinals in 
one flock fed in a cornfield near White
water State Park. There were 66 Car
dinals in the Excelsior Christmas Count. 

The acorn crop was very poor and 
the Bluejays must have migrated in 
search of food for they were greatly 
reduced in numbers. One could drive 
many miles without seeing a single 
individual. 

Great flocks of Red-winged Blackbirds 
wintered in the river valleys especially 
along the Minnesota River near Sha
kopee where Robert Janssen saw from 
three to five thousand rise to feed in 
adjacent cornfields January 18. Brother 
·Pius observed more than 300 near St. 
Paul December 27. Common Grackles 
were seen by Mary Aftreith who lives 
n~ar Schroeder, Lake Cou•1ty, on the 
north shore of Lake Superior. A small 
flock of Common Grackles and a flock 
of Rusty Blackbirds lived all winter in 
the Minnesota Valley south of Minne
apolis. 

Purple Finches frequented feeders in 
normal numbers and Goldfinches in the 
company of Tree Sparrows roamed the 
countryside in large mixed flocks. Rev. 
Strnad reported one Snow Bunting and 
a flock of over 100 Lapland Longspurs 
near Kasson December 12. There were 
three more flocks of Longspurs in Dodge 
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County, February 4 where he saw 25 of 
the first Horned Larks. 

For the most part Pine Grosbeaks did 
not come down from the north and very 
few Evening Grosbeaks were sighted, 
possibly due to the shortness of boxelder 
and green ash seeds. Dr. W. J. Brecken
ridge, Minneapolis had a small flock of 
Evening Grosbeaks at his feeder during 
the middle of December. Sally Wangen
steen reported four Evening Grosbeaks 
in Minneapolis in January and A. C. 
Rosenwinkel sa1•. about 20 north of St. 
Paul December 27. Dean Honetschlager, 
Stillwater, Washington County, saw 25 
in January. H . R. Hanson said the count 
on Grosbeaks was low at Walker. 

Robert Janssen and Robert Dickerman 
went on a field trip to Two Harbors, 
Ely and up the Gunflint Trail the week 
end of January 18. They found that 
Pine Grosbeaks were common between 
Little Marais, Lake County and Grand 
Marais. There were several Brown
capped Chickadees near Ely, St. Louis 
County. Gray Jays were fairly common 
and Ravens were common. There were a 
few Common Redpolls. Herring Gulls 
were fairly scarce along the north shore 
of Lake Superior. There was a Common 
Grackle near Grand Marais. 

The following unusual records for the 
season were received: Virginia Rail, 
Swamp Sparrows at Isaac Walton Bass 
Ponds January 25, Ray Glassel; three 
Killdeer, St. Croix Valley near Still
water, Christmas Count, Mrs. W. C. 
Olin; one Magpie, 12 miles east of Ona
mia, Mille Lacs County, November 3, 
M. Ivanovs; small flock of Magpies at 
Walker, Harold R. Hanson; one Harris' 
Sparrow, Whitney Eastman feeder, Min
neapolis, November 7-18; Red-eyed Tow
hee, Upgren feeder, North Oaks, Ramsey 
County, third week of December; Winter 
Wren near Plainview, Dr. D. G. Mahle, 
Christmas Count; Yellow-bellied Sap
sucker, feeding on suet at a feeder iu 
Marine, Washington County, December, 
Dean Honetschlager. - Minneapolis, 
Minn. 
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Birding Without Binoculars 
by 

Charles F/ugum 

My occupation keeps me too well 
anchored to get very far in search of 
birds, but during the course of the year 
a surprising number of birds come to 
see me. To date I have seen 169 species 
of birds on my own farm near Albert 
Lea, Freeborn Conty. Most of my birding 
is done as I go about my chores and field 
work and therefor without binoculars 
since it would be inconvenient to carry 
these seeing aids with me constantly. It 
will not be possible in this brief paper to 
mention more than a few of my birding 
experiences. 

While doing my cow chores on May 
5, 1953 a strange bird song attracted my 
attention. Stepping outside and looking 
up into the large oak tree between my 
barn and milkhouse, I soon spotted the 
songster, my first C<.rulean Warbler. 
What a place to find this rarity. The 
bird was considerate enough to stay about 
the farmstead for several days for my 
further observation. 

One morning I was more than a little 
surprised to see a Cooper's Hawk perch
ed calmly on a hog fence post less than 
four rods away. I took this to be a 
young bird but even so it was very 
strange accipiter behavior. I thought 
perhaps the bird was sick but this idea 
vanished when the hawk suddenly dart
ed after an English Sparrow that avoid
ed capture by flying into a roll of 
woven wire. The hawk seemed annoyed 
at this frustration while the sparrows 
grew increasingly sassy. After several 
attempts the hawk finally pursued a 
sparrow into a bur oak tree and I heard 
a scream so I suppose breakfast was 
on. At least the hawk did not return to 
its post. 

Living as we do between several lakes 

10 

it is not unusual to see a Great Blue 
Heron fly overhead. I was amused this 
spring, however, to see one carrying a 
large stick in its beak. Judging from the 
bird's wingspread the stick must have 
been at least four feet long. There is a 
rookery of Great Blue nests on Big Is
land in Albert Lea Lake and in that 
direction this heron was flying, but I 
didn't think nesting material was so 
scarce as to necessitate carrying it for 
seven miles. 

Early one winter morning I heard a 
sound as if someone was tapping on a 
window pane to attract my attention. 
As I came past the corncrib I looked up 
at the window above the grain bin and 
through the glass made out the form of 
a Downy Woodpecker. Realizing that it 
would not take this little carpenter long 
to raise havoc with a pine window sash, 
I hurried up inside the corncrib hoping 
to catch the bird. An English Sparrow, 
familiar with such surroundings, would 
have been hard to catch but the confused 
Downy Woodpecker only struggled des
perately against the glass where I easily 
caught it. For a moment it struggled to 
free itself and pecked at my :fingers but 
soon it relaxed and remained quiet until 
released outside the building. I wondered 
why this woodpecker had entered my 
corncrib. It could, of course, easily get 
in through the spaces between the sid
ing but what had lured it in? Two days 
later I had the solution. A Downy Wood
pecker was working industriously on a 
corn cob on the feeding floor. After the 
bird had flown I examined the cob and 
found that it had been split apart for 
half its length and there in the pith 
was a neat cavity from which the 
Downy had obviously extracted a Euro
pean corn borer. These pests burrow 
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into the pith of cornstalks and spend the 
winter there in a dormant state and 
emerge as moths the following summer. 
This particular year a very successful 
late brood of borers worked extensively 
on the shanks of the immature ears. 
Some of these borers worked their way 
into the pith of the corn ears to spend 
the winter there. I often see Downy 
Woodpeckers in my corn field. In addi
tion to working on trees the Downy also 
works on weed stalks and to a Downy 
I suppose cornstalks fall into the same 
category. They have naturally di scovered 
the European corn borer there but the 
fact that a Downy had discovered corn 
borers that I had brought into my corn
crib concealed within the corn ears 
shows more ingenuity that I have ob
served in its cousin, the Hairy Wood
pecker. Incidentally, the window collaps
ed in the next strong wind and scattered 
broken glass all over my oat bin. 

My electric fence was out of order 
one day. The machine kept clicking but 
no impulse was coming over the wire, 
a bad situation with my 20 cows on one 
side and my neighbor's corn field on 
the other side of a single wire. I started 
walking along the wire watching it 
closely to make sure of locating the 
place where it was grounded. Suddenly 
I stopped for there on the wire not two 
feet from one of my hands perched a 
m a 1 e Ruby-throated Hummingbird. 
There was no need for binoculars to see 
its long beak, its tiny eyes and even 
individual feathE>rs. When it turned to 
preen a wing feather I could see its tiny 
feet clasping the wire. It seemed strange 
to think that this tiny creature, probably 
weighing less than two grams, actually 
possessed the ability to spend its sum
mer with us and its winter in South 
America. Despite its size, however, there 
seemed nothing delicate or frail about 
the bird. It was easy to believe what has 
been said about the hummingbird, that 
in proportion to its size it is the strong
est of all birds. For two or three min
utes I watched the unperturbed gem of 
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birddom, then with a dull buzz, its wings 
a blur of motion, the hummer rose from 
the wire but perched again momentarily 
on a dead twig before disappearing. 

My fields are usually unfit for spring 
work until about April 20, but in 1955 
I was seeding grain on April 9. When I 
saw a sparrow-sized bird on the ground 
I stopped the tractor and started to 
approach the bird on foot. Although I 
had seen hundreds of Lapland Long
spurs during their fall migration, this 
was the first one I had seen in spring 
plumage. Much tamer than during fall 
migration, the longspur let me get with
in about 12 feet but kept walking away 
to maintain that distance between us. 
At that distance I could see clearly the 
black and white markings about its 
head and the chestnut patch on its 
neck. I also looked for and saw the long 
claw on its hind toes. That evening I 
continued discing until after dark and 
saw dozens of these birds fly up within 
range of the tractor lights. Some of 
them were near enough to show their 
chestnut markings. The next day was 
Sunday so I called up two of my bird
ing friends who drove out from town 
but although we drove across the field 
several times not a longspur did we see. 

By the time I get into the fields in 
the spring the first brood of Horned 
Larks have left the nest and are able 
to scramble out of the path of field 
implements but until June 14, 1958 I 
had not seen a Horned Lark's nest or 
eggs. On that day, however, I was culti
vating corn when a Horned Lark flew 
up and feigned injury. I spotted the nest 
and stopped the machine in time to 
spare it. The two eggs were not alike. 
One was densely peppered with tiny 
brown dots while the other was a little 
larger and more sparsely spotted. You 
will recognize as I did that the latter 
egg belonged to that culprit the Cowbird. 

Killdeers are constant field compan
ions. On my way home from the field, 
one day when our children were small, 
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I encountered a Killdeer family and 
caught one of the chicks that could not 
have been much over a day old. Slipping 
the little fellow into my shirt pocket I 
took it along home to show the children, 
intending to take it back after dinner. 
The children had a hilarious time watch
ing the chick running about on the 
linoleum floor. Not adapted to this 
smooth terrain the chick started and 
stopped too suddenly ~nd alternately fell 
forward and sat down. Meanwhile both 
parent birds flew about the yard and 
over the house so I released the chick in 
the cow yard and watched while they 
came down to it and ran with it down 
the cow lane and over the hill escorting 
it back to the rest of the family. 

On May 15, 1956 I broke a small part 
on my corn planter just after the imple
ment shop had closed for the day. I do 
not enjoy such frustration but the next 
day all seemed right with the world be
cause on the f1rst trip across the field 
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I saw my first Western Kingbird perch
ed on the ground near the planter's path. 
Near it for comparison was an Eastern 
Kingbird. As the check wire whipped 
sideways both birds jumped nimbly over 
it and continued looking for insects. 

On October 10 of the same year I 
added another western bird to my life 
list. About a dozen flickers flew up 
from the ground along my cow lane 
when I approached them on my way 
home with the tractor at noon. As the 
birds turned to fly into my windbreak 
they flashed the underside of their 
wings and I was thrilled to see, among 
the bright yellows, one salmon red, un
mistakable at a distance of ten rods. 

I have often wished that I could be 
in Dakota in May to see the beautiful 
Golden Plovers during their spring 
migration so imagine my pleasant sur
prise, while discing my corn ground on 
May 14, 1958, to find about 50 of these 
birds spending the entire day with me. 
They were the first "goldens" I had 
seen in spring attire. It was amazing 
how well these conspicuously colored 
birds blended with the plowed ground. 
It was impossible to count them while 
they were on the ground. When a bird 
moved I could see it but until it moved 
one might be quite near the tractor yet 
unnoticed. Only when they took flight 
could I get an idea of their number. 
Occasionally they circled widely, swiftly 
and in formation but always alighted 
on a low portion of the field where they 
and the Grackles feasted so lavishly on 
insect larvae that I decided to spend 
$133.00 for aldren at corn planting time 
to protect my young corn plants from 
root damage by insects. 

Birding is not hard to come by on the 
farm. It is sometimes impossible to 
avoid, even after dark. One evening my 
combine bothered so I did not get start
ed home with last load of grain until 
well after dark. As I drove past a woods 
with my pickup truck something was 
suddenly fluttering against my face. The 
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caress was ever so gentle but I didn't 
think any moths were that large. I 
reached up and caught the confused 
creature that turned out to be a Screech 
Owl. 

Late in November of 1956 I sat at the 
controls of a tractor-mounted cornpicker 
far into the night. Bundled up like an 
Eskimo I listened to the steady noise of 
the machine and watched the cornstalk 
tops in the poorly-lighted area extend
ing only a few feet ahead of the tractor. 
This was my only indication that the 
machine was working properly. Antici
pating the moment of jubilation that 
every farmer feels when his corn is at 
last all in the crib, my thoughts never 
touched on the subject of birds until 
there was a disturbance, first about my 

knees and then up the front of my 
sheepskin coat. I grasped at and caught, 
of all things, a Robin. The bird must 
have been roosting- among- the corn
stalks and somehow had gotten into the 
machine to come fluttering up through 
the noisy, whirling mechanism, luckily 
quite unhurt. Even though it was awk
ward to handle all the controls with one 
hand I held onto the Robin and took it 
along home to substantiate a birding 
experience that might otherwise have 
been open to some doubt. 

With corn harvest completed there is 
more opportunity for birding from the 
window of my den but here the binocu
lars are within easy reach and that is 
part of another story. - Albert Lea, 
Minn. 

The Minnesota Ornithologists' Union held its annual paper session at the 
Museum of Natural History, December 6, 1958. Several interesting papers were well 
presented during the day. The program for the evening consisted of motion pictures. 
The Minnesota Bird Club was host for the reception in the afternoon. In spite of 
very co1d disagreeable weather there was an attendance of over 100. The treasurer 
reported that the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union now has a listing of ten life 
members as follows: 

Mrs. Lewis Barrett, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Frederick Brewster, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Mrs. Whitney Eastman, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Miss Mary I. Elwell, Duluth, Minnesota 
Dr. Olga Lakela, Duluth, Minnesota 
Mrs. Charlotte Luwe, Mankato, Minnesota 
vV. R. Luwe, Mankato, Minnesota 
Mrs. Evelyn Putnam, Duluth, Minnesota 
Mrs. Mary Ross, Marquette, Michigan 
Dana Struthers, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

\. Help is requested in obtaining data on the number of eggs the Black-capped 
Chickadee lays. A graduate student at the University of Illinois would like infor
mation on the number of eggs found in complete clutches, the date they are found, 
and the locality. Please forward any data obtained this spring to the Editor. 

CORRECTIONS 

Volume 30:4, p. 141, lower right hand photograph should read Black-capped 
Chickadee on suet feeder at Encampment Forest, not Red-breasted Nuthatch. Editor 

Volume 30:3, p. 86, second column, Red-breasted Nuthatch should be changed 
to read White-breasted Nuthatch. Editor 
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The "drummer of the woods," the Ruffed Grouse, 
lives in the woodlands of the northeastern United 
States. In these woods a fallen log serves as a stage 
for this spring performance called "drumming," an 
invitation to love and war. 

At the same time as the fanning speed of the wings 
is increasing, the body becomes almost erect and the 
tail flattens against the log. 

• 

From a crosswise position < 
a couple of short steps for 

T'HE RUFF 
Legs and tail flattened a~ 

tripod against which he el 
producing the muffled "dru 



A few forward and upward flicks of the wings 
seem to serve as practice strokes. 

D GROUSE DRUMS by Harvey L. Gunderson 

the log serve as a 
all his energy into 

jilllling." 

After finishing, the tail is brought up and the wings 
are relaxed. A rest period of three or fou r minutes 
precedes the next performance. 



The Minnesota Bird Banders 
by 

Forest V. Strnad 

With this issue of the Flicker an at
tempt is being made to begin a quarterly 
report from bird banders who have per
mits to band birds in the state of Min
nesota. This is worded this way because 
some banders in surrounding states may 
also have a permit to band in Minnesota. 

In January of this year I wrote to 
Harry H. Goehring of St. Cloud to in
quire about a list of the banders in Min
nesota as he had compiled such a list in 
1951. The list of banders with this 
article is largely made up from his re
port to me. 

At the December 1958 meeting of the 
Minnesota Ornithologist Union at the 
Museum of Natural History, University 
of Minnesota, some of the banders met 
for supper to talk over their interests 
and to see if we might be stimulated to 
sharing further our hobby with other 
bird watchers in our state. 

At the request of our new editor, 
Robert B. Janssen, this writer is at
tempting to do two things: first, com
pile a list of active bird banders and to 
keep this list up-to-date. 

For those who have tried it, bird band
ing is a lot of fun. Our motto might 
well be, "A bird in the band is worth 
two in the bush." We feel that it is a 
lot of fun to have a bird in the hand 
and see it real close. That way there is 
very little possibility of mistaking the 
specie of the bird, although sometimes 
one does come across a bird that is 
puzzling for a while. 

To the uninitiated you might be in
terested in the steps necessary to secure 
a Federal Bird Banding permit. A per
son must be at least 18 years of age 
before he writes to the United States 
Department of the Interior, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Patuxent Research Re-
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fuge, Laurel, Marylalld, for his appli
cation to band. In addition he must 
submit the names of three persons who 
can vouch for his ability to identify a 
large number of birds in his locality. It 
is helpful if you have a number of books 
on bird identification, habits, etc, as this 
is one of the questions asked of each 
applicant. An applicant must be willing 
to keep accurate and detailed records of 
the birds he bands and re-traps. The 
bands and report forms are furnished 
by the banding office, but all traps, 
nets, pliers and other materials used in 
banding must be furnished by the band
er. 

In addition to the Federal Bird Band
ing permit which is good until sur
rendered or forfeited to the Department 
of Interior, an annual permit is required 
from the State of Minnesota, Department 
of Conservation. A request for this 
permit is required for each new year 
and a report of the past year's activities 
must accompany this request. 

If a quarterly report is to be made 
to our editor, Mr. Janssen, then you will 
have to send me a report of your in
teresting bird banding notes before the 
first of February, May, August and 
November. Better yet send them to me 
by the fifteenth of the above mentioned 
months. 

The following is a list of the persons 
who are known to have been active in 
bird banding in Minnesota and are still 
residing here, or are at present still 
active banders. A fuller report will be 
made in the June issue of their present 
status. 

Mrs. Frank Altman, 5544 Dupont Ave
nue S., Minneapolis. 

Ron Anderson, 837 Nicollet, Mankato, 
Minnesota. 

THE FLICKER 



Mrs. Paul Becker, Hilltop Acres, 
Walker, Minnesota. 

James Beer, Division of Entomology, 
University Farms, St. Paul 1. 

Rhonda Bjelland, Hoffman, Minne
sota. 

Walter J. Breckenridge, Museum of 
Natural History, U. of M., Minneapolis. 

Robert R. Cohen, 719 East 6th Street, 
Duluth, Minnesota. 

Kendall Corbin, Carleton College) 
Northfield, Minnesota. 

Mrs. C. H. Culbertson, 104 Lincoln, 
Jackson, Minnesota. 

Miss Margaret Drum, 217 South 
Street, Owatonna, Minnesota. 

W. J. Ellerbrock Jr., 529 Federal 
Courts Bldg., St. Paul 2. 

Arnold Erickson, Dept. of Conserva
tion, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

*Miss Constance Everett, 1899 Port
land Avenue, St. Paul 4. 

David L. Gerwitz, 826 Sherburne Ave
nue, St. Paul 4. 

Harry H. Goehring, 602 3rd Avenue 
S., St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

David Grether, 1406 8th Avenue N., 
St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Alfred Grewe, Junior College, Coler
aine, Minnesota. 

G. W. Gullion, 605 Slate Street, Clo
quet, Minnesota. 

H. R. Hanson, vValker, Minnesota. 
Miss Julia Hawkes, Waseca, Minne

sota. 
P. B. Hofslund, U. of Minn., Duluth 

Branch, Duluth, Minnesota. 
Mrs. Melvin Jacobson, 114 2nd Ave

nue N.E., Rochester, Minnesota. 
Walter A. Jiracek, 2404 35th Avenue 

S., Minneapolis. 
Carl M. Johnson, 1500 7th Street 

N .E., Rochester, Minnesota. 
R. A. Kortman, 2567 Delaware Ave

nue, St. Paul 18. 
Gary Kuyava, 1611 7th Avenue E., 

Duluth, Minnesota. 
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Lien, 5148 29th 

Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
W. R. Luwe, 309 State Street, Man

kato, Minnesota. 
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William H. Marshall, Div. of Entomol
ogy, University Farm, St. Paul 1. 

Mark J. N ehl, New Merickel Office, 
Wadena, Minnesota. 

Lyman W. Newlin, Broadwater Lodge, 
Hackensack, Minnesota. 

Elmer Ollhoff, 626 E. Broadway, Win
ona, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Charles E. Peterson, 621 Hill
crest A venue, Madison, Minnesota. 

Walter Pratt, 1607 Holdridge Terrace 
South, Wayzata, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Luella N. Quady, Buffalo, Min
nesota. 

Brother Pius, Cretin High School, St. 
Paul 5. 

L. S. Ryan Jr., R.F.D. No. 4, Little 
Falls, Minnesota. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Self, Birchwood, 
White Bear Lake 10, Minnesota. 

Mrs. E. R. Selness, Glenwood, Min
nesota. 

Rev. Forest V. Strnad, Kasson, Min
nesota. 

Dana Struthers, 4858 Fremont Ave
nue S., Minneapolis 9. 

Ward D. Tanner, Biology Dept., Gus
tavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minn. 

Mrs. John Thompson, 3420 Holmes 
Avenue S., Minneapolis 8. 

Brother Vincent, St. Mary's College, 
Winona, Minnesota. 

Dwain W. Warner, Museum of Nat
ural History, U. of M., Minneapolis. 

Edward Wolverton, Cook, Minnesota. 
*Scott Finley, Sioux Falls, South Da

kota. 
*-South Dakota and Minnesota permit. 

If any of you know of other active 
banders in Minnesota, or persons living 
in an adjoining state with a Minnesota 
permit, please send me their names so 
that they may get on our mailing list. 

Each Minnesota bander has something 
vital to contribute to other banders and 
other persons interested in seeing and 
studying birds. Won't you take time 
now to write up some interesting facts 
about your work and share them through 
this section of the Flicker. - Kasson, 
Minn. 
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The Canadian Lakehead 
by 

A. E. Allin 

The warm, dry months of September 
and October were followed by a warm 
November with a mean temperature of 
29.7 ° or 3.7 ° above normal. The precipi
tation of 5.06" was far above the nor
mal of 2.2" - in fact it was the second 
wettest November since 1883 when the 
first local records were kept. Perhaps 
the -15° on the 28th presaged the cold 
months to come. A terrific storm on 
November 18 blew down thousands of 
trees, chiefly spruce, along the Lake 
Superior shore. This was evident at 
least as far south as Grand Marais. 
December's mean temperature of 2.9 ° 
was the coldest in 76 years. The average 
is 10.7°. The precipitation of 1.74" was 
average. The speed and severity with 
which the winter hit had not been 
equalled in 40 years according to Steam
ship officials. "Clear sailing one day -
heavy ice the next." January was no 
improvement. The mean temperature of 
-2.1 o was 6° below normal. During the 
month 10.9" of snow were recorded 
bringing the total for the season to 
45. 7" slightly below average. Degree 
days below 65 • for December and No
vember were 4004; the average is 3510! 
A compensating factor for the above 
conditions was the sunshine. In Novem
ber, December and January we had 99, 
127 and 123.5 hours respectively - al
most twice that normally expected. Min
ima temperature of -27° on December 
28 and -30° on January 5 were exper
ienced. 

On January 31, the ground was cov
ered by 13" of snow. This buried the 
weed seeds and there was no attraction 
for large numbers of wintering seed
eaters. Only 13 Redpolls were seen on 
the Christmas Census in contrast to 248 

18 

a year ago. It was one of the smallest 
numbers noted on Christmas Censuses 
since they were begun in 1939. Pine Sis
kins were not recorded for the third 
consecutive year. They have been seen 
on five of our censuses - 1946, 1948 
and 1952, 1954, 1955. No Purple Finches 
have been seen since 1954 when four 
were recorded. Previously we had seen 
one in 1947 and no less than 16 in 1954! 
The American Goldfinch has never been 
seen on a census though one was seen 
shortly after the census of 1948. A lone 
Tree Sparrow was seen in 1947; Slate
colored Juncos have been seen on five 
occasions and the Snow Bunting on six 
but only once since 1949. 

In the December issue of the Flicker 
we noted the tremendous amount of ber
ries on the Mountain Ash, noted that 
the Starlings had begun feeding on 
them on September 11, and commented 
that their depredations were not mark
ed. Subsequently Starlings almost strip
ped the trees. This was to be expected 
as Starlings remained in large flocks. 
Nine hundred and fifty-seven Starlings 
were seen on the Christmas Census, in 
contrast to 298 in 1957. Only in 1956, 
when 854 were recorded, have we ap
proached this record. In our first five 
censuses, 1933-1943, we saw only 213; 
no census was taken in 1944 but for 
subsequent quintennial periods, 1945-
1949 and 1950-1954 our five year totals 
were 592 and 1,429, respectively. The 
four year total, 1955-1958 turned up 
2,464 Starlings. It is now apparent that 
greater and greater numbers are at
tempting to survive our winters. How
ever, we feel the above statistics do not 
truly represent the facts but in part 
reflect a better covera~e of the area as 
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the years go by, for we note somewhat 
similar increases in the figures for 
House Sparrows and Rock Doves. We 
doubt there has been that much change 
in the true status of these other two 
exotics. 

Few Mountain Ash fruits remained 
for the few Pine Grosbeaks which ap
peared although the census of 173 was 
well above a year ago. They moved into 
the cities about mid-December and few 
were seen. A year ago they appeared 
earlier but had disappeared before 
Christmas, accounting for the low cen
sus figure of 48. Unfortunately the 
Starlings left little fruit on the Moun
tain Ash for the great flight of Bohem
ian Waxwings. No less than 473 were 
seen on the Christmas Census. In 1947, 
we recorded 273, but for the past seven 
censuses we had seen only five (Decem
ber 26, 1954). Probably the 15 Cedar 
Waxwings reported had been attracted 
by the Mountain Ash in the early sea
son and by the abundant crop of fruit 
on Malus sp. 

We noted in the last Flicker the poor 
seed crop on the pines and spruces. Pos
sibly, as a result, Crossbills have been 
absent with the exception of a Red 
Crossbill seen by David Hearn in Pai
poonge Township on November 29. Ap
parently the poor cone crop was not 
general across northern Ontario. At 
Kapuskasing, reforestation officers of 
the Ontario Department of Lands and 
Forests collected nearly 400 bushels of 
black spruce cones. From this they ex
pect to obtain two to five ounces of seed 
per bushel. But these seeds run half a 
million to the pound and these 400 
bushels should produce 5,500,000 trees 
despite a productivity of only ten per 
cent. "Bush News," published by the 
Ontario Forest Information Service, the 
source of the above information, states 
that our forest trees produce a large 
crop of seed at intervals of two to four 
years. They believe this · results in the 
mouse and squirrel population being 
held in check. "The small amount of 
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seed produced each year maintains a low 
population of small animals which can
not eat all of a bumper crop of seed. 
This is nature's way of ensuring the 
reproduction of forest trees." 

The seed crop is also poor on the 
Manitoba maples and few Evening Gros
beaks have been seen. Several natural
ists have reported them feeding on the 
mountain ash berries this fall and win
ter. On the other hand the Hogarths 
have observed Pine Grosbeaks feeding at 
their station on sunflower seeds for the 
first time. Dr. Hogarth tells us they are 
much tidier visitors eating the entire 
seed instead of only the kernel as do the 
Evening Grosbeaks. 

The nineteenth Christmas Census of 
the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists' 
Club was held on December 26. Lakes 
and streams were partially frozen and 
there were 14" of snow in undisturbed 
areas. Nineteen club members (Dr. and 
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Mrs. A. E. Allin, Mrs. R. M. Beckett, 
Mrs. R. Bourne, K. N. and R. Denis, 
Captain and Mrs. A. E. Fader, C. E. 
Garton, Mrs. M. Knowles, D. B. Mc
Killop, R. and S. Robb, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Rydholm, L. Rydholm, Miss M. Smith 
and J. Thompson) participated in 10 
parties. They covered 21 miles on foot 
and 258 by auto. Five thousand three 
hundred and eighty-five birds of 26 
species were seen if one includes the 775 
Rock Doves. This established a new rec
ord for individuals, our previous high 
being the 4385 seen in 1956. The number 
of species was exceeded by the 29, 28, 
31 and 27 species seen in 1947, 1949, 
1954 and 1955 respectively. 

Our census area includes the Lake
head cities and their immediate envir
ons, with the center of the 7.5 mile 
circle just west of Port Arthur. The 
area consists of water, peat and muck 
bogs, industrial and residential areas, 
farmlands, and woodlands, chiefly sec
ond growth aspen, white birch, balsam 
and alder. The Superior extension of the 
Great Lakes deciduous forest zone en
croaches on the southwest border of the 
area which is otherwise in the aspen
spruce boreal forest zone. 

The following species were observed 
with number of individuals: Common 
Golden-eye 5, Ruffed Grouse 5, Gray 
Partridge 10, Glaucous Gull 4, Herring 
Gull 847, Ring-billed Gull 2, Rock Dove 
775, Pileated Woodpecker 1, Hairy 
Woodpecker 10, Downy Woodpecker 27, 
Gray Jay 7, Blue Jay 19, Common 
Raven 175, Common Crow 8, Black
capped Chickadee 58, Boreal Chickadee 
3, Robin 37, Bohemian Waxwing 457, 
Cedar Waxwing 15, Northern Shrike 1, 
Starling 957, House Sparrow 1810, Com
mon Grackle 1, Evening Grosbeak 7, 
Pine Gr9sbeak 131, Common Redpoll 13. 

The census figures largely reflect the 
wintering birds. Earlier we discussed in 
detail the status of several species. Sev
eral others are worthy of mention. In 
view of the poor season for Grouse 
we were surprised that seven were seen 

20 

in the area on December 26, equalling 
our previous maxima in 1951 and 1952. 
As usual no Spruce Grouse were seen 
as our area is too close to the Lakehead 
cities. This species has not been report
ed on an Audubon Christmas Census for 
several years. From Geraldton, Ki Zro
back reports four Spruce Grouse he saw 
there on December 26. (In a two-mile 
radius of Geraldton he saw 13 species 
and 238 individuals, including 40 Bo
hemian Waxwings) . Gulls were a sur
prise. The 862 Herring Gulls seen on 
Lake Superior off Port Arthur far ex
ceeded our previous maximum of 421 
seen in 1948. The only previous winter
ing Ring-billed Gull was seen December 
27, 1947, and the only previous Glaucous 
Gull was seen December 26, 1956. Less 
surprising was the presence of 28 Downy 
Woodpeckers. The previous high was 18 
in 1950. Whereas Crows, Gray Jays and 
Blue Jays were present in expected num
bers, note the presence of 175 Common 
Ravens! No bird is increasing as rapidly 
as the Raven and it is now one of the 
species we regularly expect to see with
in the limits of the two cities. On No
vember 9, we followed one patroling a 
country road. When our speedometer 
registered 33 M.P.H. the Raven turned 
from the road into the bush. 

For the fourth consecutive year, no 
Red-breasted Nuthatch was reported on 
the census. From 1938 to 1946 it was 
seen on only two censuses but from 
1947 to 1954 it was regularly recorded 
and no less than 23 were seen in 1950. 
One, however, has been visiting a feed
ing station outside the census area dur
ing the present winter. Perhaps their 
presence or absence is related to the 
cone crop as Tyler has suggested (Bent. 
U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 195 :32) particular
ly that of the black spruce, which 
it frequents so regularly in this 
region. No White-breasted Nut
hatch was seen on the census but at 
least two were present in the census 
area a week later and another at the 
above feeding station outside the area. 
There are only a few records of the 

THE FLICKER 



occurrence of this Nuthatch locally. 
Both species of Chickadees are present 
in their usual numbers. We have yet to 
list a Brown Creeper or either Kinglet 
on a census. 

Finally we note the presence of 37 
Robins on the 1958 census. These were 
present about a large ditching opera
tion. In January a flock was reported a 
few miles away where another devel
opment was underway. Immediately we 
thought we had the answer to their 
presence. Moreover we recalled that 
many Robins had been reported under 
similar circumstances several years ago. 
It did not explain their presence Christ
mas week, 80 miles southwest at Grand 
Marais, where we also saw them on 
January 11. Nor did it explain the four 
seen on January 25 at Silver Islet, the 
isolated rocky tip of a peninsula stretch
ing into Lake Superior. Why did the 
Robins remain in 1954-55 and 1958-59 in 
such numbers? Although 17 were seen 
on December 30, 1950, the only other 
censuses on which they have been seen 
were those of December 27, 1947 (six) 
and December 26, 1950 (one). When we 
saw the present flock at Chippewa Park 
we hopefully looked for other species 
regularly only summer residents but 
apart from a lone Common Grackle none 
was reported. Single Grackles were seen 
in 1947 and 1955. The presence of a 
Rusty Blackbird, wintering at Marathon, 
200 miles to the east on the bleak shores 
of Superior is of some interest. It was 
reported by Peter Van Kerkoerle who 
took a census about that town. His 1,063 
individuals of 14 species also included 
two American Rough-legged Hawks, a 
Nuthatch sp., 39 Robins, 250 Bohemian 
Waxwings, 500 to 600 Pine Grosbeaks 
and six Snow Buntings. 

As is usually the case, no owls were 
reported on the 1958 census. In the 19 
we have made only four Great Horned, 
nine Snowy, two Great Gray and three 
Hawk Owls have been listed. A few 
owls have been reported, however, this 
winter. C. E. Garton and Col. L. S. Dear 
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each observed a Hawk Owl in late fall. 
Mrs. Hogarth saw one outside Port 
Arthur on January 25. Only four Snowy 
Owls have been reported. 

Three Mockingbirds were seen in the 
latter part of 1958. The Quackenbushes 
were visited by one regularly from late 
September to early December. Early in 
December two were seen together in 
Port Arthur and the identification of 
one was checked by K. Denis. 

A few mammal records were unusual. 
In early May Neil Atkinson visited the 
bat cave at Cavern Lake and collected 
a banded Little Brown Bat. It proved 
to be one which had been banded at 
Eagle Cave, Richland County, Wiscon
sin by Fred Greeley on February 3, 
1948. At the time Atkinson took it, this 
Little Brown Bat was at least 11 years 
old. In November, Keith Denis collected 
a second banded Little Brown Bat from 
the same cave which had been banded 
by Thunder Bay Field Naturalists' Club 
members under the direction of Dr. An
ton de Vos in November 1948. 

Since we have been writing these 
columns, great changes have occurred 
in our animal populations. The thriving 
Virginia Deer herd has suffered griev
ously from several years of heavy 
snows. Perhaps the smaller snowfalls of 
1957-58 and 1958-59 will permit a re
covery. On the other hand, only a few 
years ago the club supported the Thun
der Bay District Fish and Game As
sociation in their efforts to continue a 
closed season on moose which were very 
scarce. Today the moose population is 
so high every effort is being made to 
harvest the surplus population before 
the moose deplete their food supply. 
Already there is evidence that many are 
affected by E. granulosus and T. krabbei 
cysts and by Sarcocystis. There is some 
indication that the few . woodland cari
bou in the district are thriving and per
haps increasing in numbers. The beaver 
has increased to such an extent it is 
frequently a nuisance, despite heavy 
trapping and endemics of Tularaemia. 
The porcupine once abundant, is now 
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extremely scarce. Perhaps its decline is 
associated with the healthy state of the 
fisher. The Ontario Department of 
Lands and Forests repol'ted 235 fisher 
taken in the Port Arthur District in the 
1957-1958 season. There is evidence that 
the marten is present in increasing num
bers for some 464 were reported taken 
in the same district in 1957-58. 

Our readers may be surprised to learn 
that Ontario has a seashore on James' 
and Hudson's Bays. Recently south of 
Moosonee, the Ontario Northland Rail
way Express had its right of way dis-

puted by a polar bear! The red fox is 
extremely abunJ;-ont in Ontario, and co
incident with this explosion in popula
tion, rabies has spread from northern 
Albe1·ta south and east in a broad band 
to include all of southern Ontario where 
the disease has spread tu cats, dogs and 
cattle as well as wild animals. For no 
known reason, the Lakehead has been 
free from rabies to date. If the disease 
should extend here, it will likely also 
spread into Minnesota. - Regional Lab
oratory, Ontario Department of Health, 
Fort William, Ontario 

SUMMER SESSION BIOLOGY COURSE FOR GRADE TEACHERS 
OFFERED AT UNIVERSITY 

Minneapolis - Eighty grade school teachers will attend a field course in biology 
at the University of Minnesota this summer as the result of a grant to the Univer
sity from the Louis W. and Maud Hill Family Foundation in St. Paul. 

The Minnesota Museum of Natural History will administer the $8,940.15 grant, 
which covers laboratory expenses for all participants. The botany and zoology de
partments of the college of science, literature and the arts will offer the course, and 
the arts college credits may be used toward a bachelor's degree in the college of 
education. 

Water, soils, seeds, and local plants and animals will be studied, and the 
teachers will be taught to understand and use materials readily available in the 
community. Items such as a sun dial and herbarium will be constructed as learning 
aids in the course and can be used as teaching aids in the grade school classrooms. 

Richard Barthelemy, research associate at the museum, will teach two sections 
of 20 students each during both of the University's summer sessions. A biology 
teacher, Barthelemy has worked as a naturalist for the Minnesota Division of State 
Parks. 

Course consultant will 'oe E. Lawrence Palmer, for many years supervisor of 
the Cornell Rural School Leaflets, natural history publications for elementary 
school children. University personnel representing fields related to biology will 
appear as visiting lecturers. 

Advance application for the course is not required, and teachers of kindergarten 
through the sixth grade will be accepted on the regular summer session dates (June 
16 and July 21) until the class limit is reached. Persons registering must have 
elementary teaching experience and a basic college biology course or the consent of 
the instructor. 

The 1959 summer course in advanced ornithology at the University of Minne
sota Biological Station at Lake Itasca will be taught by Professor Joseph Hickey of 
the University of Wisconsin. Dates for the summer session are June 15 through 
July 18. 
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Notes of Interest 
WINTERING VIRGINIA RAILS IN MINNESOTA - On January 10, 1959 

while birding at the Bass Ponds south of Minneapolis, Ronald and Harding Huber 
and I saw a Rail run along a stream and disappear in the weeds and brush. Giving 
chase, we flushed it and saw by its long bill that it was a Virginia Rail. We found 
where it landed and observed it feeding along the stream. On January 10 I again 
saw the bird feeding in the same spot. 

On February 7, Robert Janssen, Brother Theodore and I returned to look for 
the Rail. We found it running along the stream and it disappeared in the weeds. 
We didn't have a good look at the bird and searched until we found it again. When 
we flushed it from its hiding place in the reeds another Virginia Rail also flushed 
and flew off in another direction, so there were definitely two different birds. 

This is the first winter record of the Virginia Rail in Minnesota of which I am 
aware. It seems unusual for birds of this type to be able to endure the cold weather 
we have had this winter but the stream remained open and apparently furnished 
them with ample food. Other birds that stayed along this stream this winter were 
a Common Snipe, several Swamp Sparrows and about six Rusty Blackbirds. -
Raymond A. Glasse l, A vifauna[ Club, M inneapolis, Minn. 

* * * 
HAWK OWLS - LAKE OF THE WOODS COUNTY - Five members of the 

A vifaunal Club including myself were driving south on state highway 72, 12 miles 
south of Baudette on January 12, 1959 when we sighted a Hawk Owl. It was perched 
30 yards to our left on the east of the road and slightly in advance of the car. 
Forty yards to our right on the west side of the road, a Black-billed Magpie was 
moving about in a stand of low shrubs. This bird was slightly to the rear of the 
car so that we were situated almost exactly in a direct line with the two birds. 

We had no sooner stopped the car when the owl left its perch, swooped low over 
the road (passing just behind the car), and attacked the Magpie. The encounter was 
quite brief and lasted only four or five seconds. Apparently the Magpie won the 
engagement because the owl retreated back the direction from which it came and 
disappeared from view. The Magpie, after regaining its composure, made off in the 
opposite direction into the bush. 

This was the fourth Hawk Owl seen this day in Lake of the Woods County. Two 
others were observed in the Red Lake Game Refuge, two and four miles north of 
Norris camp. One appeared to ignore two pestering redpolls. A third Hawk Owl was 
noted perched in a tree beside state highway 11, seven miles west of Baudette. This 
bird was the tamest of the four, permitting approach to within 20 yards. All four 
owls were quite active on this, a bright, cloudless day. The temperature at 7:00 a.m. 
in Baudette, was -30•. All four owls were sighted between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Two Hawk Owls seen in the same county in November 1958, make a total of 
six seen in this county in two days birding this winter. - W. R. Pieper, A v i faunal 
Club, Minneapolis, Minn. 

* * * 
BROWN THRASHER WINTERS AT DULUTH BANDING STATION -

A very late Brown Thrasher was banded at my banding station on the 29th of 
October, 1958. The next day it repeated and it continued doing so since that date. 
Up to this date, January 24, 1959, it has repeated 352 times in 88 days. This Brown 
Thrasher is the first winter record for the Duluth area. - Gary C. Kuyava, Du
luth, Minn. 
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WATERFOWL SEX RATIO -While accompanying Forrest Lee this spring 
on several field trips, we were able to accumulate some interesting sex ratio data on 
waterfowl, especially Lesser Scaup. I think that many readers of the Flicker would 
be interested in this information, so I have tabulated it as follows: 

1958 SPRING SEX RATIOS 

Species Dntes 
Lesser Scaup April 11 and 13 
Lesser Scaup April 25 
Lesser Scaup Various 

Totals 
Blue-winged Teal April 11 and 13 
Blue-winged Teal April 25 
Blue-winged Teal Various 

Totals 
Ring-necked J>uck April 11 and 13 
Ring-necked Duck April 25 
Ring-necked Duck Various 

Totals 
Mallard April 11 and 13 
Mallard April 25 
Mallard Various 

Totals 
All Others April 11 and 13 
All Others April 25 
All Others Various 

Totals 

* * 

Males 
311 
455 
171 
937 

6 
89 

3 
98 
48 

2 
1 

51 
19 

8 

27 
63 
35 

Females 
96 

199 
48 

343 
4 

52 
3 

59 
28 

1 
1 

30 
12 

7 

19 
39 
19 

Pe1·centage 
Ratio 
77:23 
69:31 
78:22 
73:27 

62:38 

63:37 

59:41 

98 58 63:37 
- Robert Jessen, Game Biologist. 

* 
KENTUCKY WARBLER AT WHITEWATER STATE PARK - At the 

annual spring field trip of the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union on May 17, 1958 a 
Kentucky ViTarbler, Oporornis formosu8, was observed by most of the members in 
attendance. A letter to Dr. W. J . Breckenridge added this interesting information: 
" ... On May 22-23 the sixth grade from the practice school at Winona went on a 
camping trip to the group camp site at Whitewater State Park. On the morning of 
the 23rd, I took small groups up the stream. ·with the first group I heard a bird 
singing 'Tory, Tory, Tory,' a song that I did not know. Tracking the call and bird, 
I came up with a Kentucky Warbler ... On May 30, the Dahms (Milton) and I 
went back ... and (the) Kentucky Warbler was singing. Sincerely, Frank Kelley." 
- P. B. Hofslund, Duluth. 

* * * 
RING DOVES REAR MOURNING DOVE - On July 18, 1958 while boating 

on the Mississippi River near my home I found about an eight day old Mourning 
Dove floating in the river. It had apparently fallen out of a nest that overhung the 
river. It was thoroughly wet and almost dead. I took it home and placed it in the 
nest of one of my Ring Doves which had only one young of almost the same age. 
One of the parents began to brood the Mourning Dove at once and a short time 
later it was being fed and cared for with the Ring Dove. 

Both young doves have since fledged and are now flying about our yard and 
garden with the adults. There are a great many Mourning Doves in the area, but 
the one raised in our cote seems to prefer to remain with its foster parents and 
stays especially close to its Ring-necked non-citizen brother. - Al Grewe, St. Cloud. 
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A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION - We have in Minnesota both Blue
winged Warblers and Golden-winged Warblers. These birds occasionally hybridize 
to produce the so-called Brewster's and Lawrence's Warblers, but only rarely has 
one of these hybrids been seen in Minnesota. They are quite common in some east
ern states. Whitney Eastman asked the question, "Since the Blue-winged Warbler 
and the Golden-winged Warbler are no longer rarities here in Minnesota, why 
shouldn't we have both hybrids?" (Flicker, 30 (3) :117). 

To answer this question I would like to ask the cooperation of observers in this 
state in sending to me any observations of the two species of warblers or their 
hybrids. Particularly important would be observations on nesting birds or those 
present during June and July. At the present time it would seem that Blue-wings 
are seldom found except in the counties south and east of the Twin Cities, while 
nesting Golden-wings are found chiefly in the north. Thus, their breeding ranges 
do not seem to overlap to any great extent, although Blue-wings have been moving 
north somewhat in recent years. 

Very few Brewster's Warblers have been seen in Minnesota, and since by the 
laws of heredity, we would find many of this hybrid for each typical Lawrence's, 
there is good reason for a lack of reports of the latter. The Wilson Bulletin for 
March, 1951, has a comprehensive article by Kenneth Parkes relating to this subject 
which anyone interested should consult. 

Again, may I ask that anyone making observations on these birds send a note, 
including date and locality, to me.- Wm. H. Longley, Kasson, Minn . 

* * * 
AN AVIAN TUMOR - In late November, 1958, Glen B. Braatz of 1415 East 

Lake Street, Hopkins, Minnesota turned over to me the picked carcass of a duck 
which he had shot at the Carlos Avery Refuge and Public Hunting Ground. He 
stated that it was a hen mallard and that it had a large tumor on the left leg. 

When I first saw the bird, the tumor had been removed from the leg. It was 
identified by Dr. R. Fenstermacher, Division, Diagnostic Laboratories, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Minnesota, as a chondrosarcoma. This is a 
type of tumor in which cartilaginous cells are developing. 

The tumor measured 70 mm. x 55 mm. x 40 mm., and weighed about 113 grams. 
It appeared to be bigger and heavier than the leg from which it had been removed. 
It must have encumbered the bird considerably. 

Dr. Dwain Warner of the Minnesota Museum of Natural History studied the 
skeleton of the bird and identified it as being either that of a mallard or a Black 
Duck.- Arnold B. Erickson, Minnesota Division of Game and Fish, St. Panl, Minn. 

* * * 
THREE TUFTED TITMICE SPEND WINTER IN DULUTH - Of all the 

winters which a southern species picked to come to Duluth, three Tufted Titmice 
picked one of the coldest on record. On a cold, wintery day early in November, 1958, 
Dr. and Mrs. Anderson Hilding of 421 North 36th Avenue East saw what they 
believed to be Tufted Titmice feeding at one of the several feeders in their yard. 
On November 19, Robert R. Cohen and I went to the Hildings' home to verify their 
report. We were fortunate enough to see three birds several times after a short 
wait. These birds were seen by many members of the Duluth Bird Club since then. 
The 1958 Christmas Census was fortunate enough to be graced by their presence. 
They were still present at the Hilding home on the date which this note was written, 
January 23, 1959. - Gary C. Kuyava, Duluth, Minn. 
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL SEEN ON THE NORTH SHORE - On 
January 5, 1959, I was fortunate enough to see a bird of this species about two 
miles west of French River. The Great Black-backed Gull was accompanied by ap
proximately 75 Herring Gulls. The bird was positively identified. The large gull 
flew alongside the car at a distance of about 50 yards for over one-half of a mile. 
Accurate comparisons were made with the Herring Gulls which accompanied it. 
This gull stood out like the proverbial "sore thumb." This is the second sight record 
of the Great Black-backed Gull for the state of Minnesota. The first was seen in 
the same general area as the second about 10 years ago. - Gary C. Kuyava, Duluth, 
Minn. 

* * * 

ADDENDA TO ORNITHOLOGICAL HISTORY OF MINNESOTA - An 
appendix to an article of history would naturally relate of events that occurred after 
the main article was written or published. This memo will be an exception to that 
rule, for while it appears as an appendix, its purpose is to enlarge upon and add 
clarity to the original. 

In a paper I presented at the annual meeting of the Wilson Ornithological 
Society at Duluth in June 1957, which was later printed in the March 1958 (Vol. 
30, No. 1) issue of the Flicke1·, the following statement appears on page 11: 

"During this 20-year period which we have just touched upon (1917 to 
1937), three bird clubs were organized in the state . .. " 

"The first of these was the Minnesota Bird Club, organized at Min
neapolis March 15, 1929." 

This statement is historically conect, but it could lead to the erroneous conclu
sion that I was claiming this to be the first bird club organized in Minnesota, which 
was not intended. 

The paper presented at the Wilson meeting had a 15-minute time limit and a 
detailed history of all our bird clubs was impossible to include in that short paper. 
Hence, the three clubs that later became the nucleus of the Minnesota Ornithol
ogists' Union when it was organized were mentioned rather briefly, giving date of 
organization and the names of the first officers, etc. 

I am indebted to Mrs. T. A. Peppard, historian of the Minneapolis Audubon 
Society for information leading to further research and information which it would 
have been well to have added to my article before it was released for publication. 

The first bird club organized in Minnesota was undoubtedly the Minneapolis 
Audubon Society. According to an article by Gustav Swanson which appeared in the 
March 1941 (Vol. 13, No. 1) issue of the Flicker, the Minneapolis Audubon Society 
was formed March 10, 1915, 14 years earlier than the Minnesota Bird Club. The 
first officers of the Minneapolis Audubon Society were: Mrs. Wyman, president; 
Mrs. Frank Commons and Mrs. Charles Keyes, vice presidents; Mrs. J. H. Hayden, 
secretary; and Miss Mathilda Holtz, treasurer. 

The Minneapolis Audubon Society appears to have been not only the first but, 
according to Mr. Swanson, one of the most active and influential of the state clubs. 
Sponsored by a Minneapolis women's club at its inception it later became an inde
pendent organization that, among other activities, assembled a collection of bird 
skins exceeding 1,000 specimens and was identified with a great number of other 
activities. It became affiliated with the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union in Novem
ber 1940. - 0. A. Finseth, Duluth 
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BLUE-WINGED TEAL, BANDED IN MINNESOTA, RECOVERED IN 
MEXICO - Nearly each trip to Mexico made by members of the University of 
Minnesota Museum of Natural History is enhanced by the recovery of one or mo1·e 
bird bands. Local hunters often do not understand the value or meaning of the 
bands and keep them only as curiosities until an interest is shown in them by visit
ing biologists. 

In November 1958 while visiting the Tlacotalpan region of Southcentr al Vera
cruz, two bands taken from Blue-winged Teal were presented to a group from the 
Museum. One of these was banded as an immature male by the Minnesota Depart
ment of Conservation at Roseau River Refuge, August 22, 1956. It was reported to 
have been taken December 1957 by Sr. Ramon Roca. The second band was from a 
female Blue-winged Teal banded five miles east of Delburne District, Alberta, Can
ada, July 31, 1956. It was recovered by Sr. Jose Romero Sequeda, October 1, 1958. 
Robe1·t W. Dickm·man, Minnesota Museum of Natnral Histot·y, Universit11 of Min
n esota, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota. 
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Please send records and reports for the Seasonal Report to Mrs. Mary Lupient, 

212 Bedford St. S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota. They should be received on or 

before the following dates : October 27, January 27, April 27 and July 27. 
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THE PRESIDENT 'S PAGE 
With many people birding is an avocation, and the amount of birding done is 

largely dependent on the amount of leisure time one has available. Some, such as 

students, retired people, and a fortunate few have more time. With these people, 

birding gives them a hobby that is constructive, as well as enjoyable. Others who 

might not have as much time available for birding find that being outdoors is a re

lease from the pressures of their everyday jobs. A knowledge of wildlife adds immeas

urably to the enjoyment of other outdoor activities, such as hunting, fishing, and 
photography. 

The amateur ornithologist can carry on his hobby with a minimum of expense. 

A pair of binoculars and a field guide are the only basic requirements. If one cares 

to go further into the field, he can extend his equipment into spotting-scopes, cameras, 

and an extensive library. Whethe1· a field trip involves a walk around the neighbor

hood pond, or a trip into the Arctic Tundra - each has its commensurate rewards. 

The professional biologist, whether he is a school teacher, works in a museum, 

state conservation department, or similarly related fields generally does not have 

the time to keep adequate records on other than. his specific projects. The amateur 
biologist on the other hand can keep extensive records of what he does see, and it is 
important that these be accurate and detailed. To get the complete picture it takes 

the coordinated effort of the amateur and professional ornithologist. 

Ornithology as in the other sciences is a cooperative, and not a competitive pro

ject. It is the result of this comprehensive effort of all parties combined that make 

up the essentials of the great works such as Roberts' "Birds of Minnesota" and Bent's 

"Life Histories." 

Our Flicker gives all of us an opportunity to contribute the results of our obser

vations and studies to professional, as well as, the amateur ornithological records in 
a permanent and lasting form. The articles provide a place for a more comprehensive 
story, while the Notes of Interest give us a place to record the unusual in factual 
form. 

Dana R. Struthers 



The Jaegers of Minnesota 
by 

Robert W. Dickerman 

I can think of no other bird that 
would be more stimulating to see on a 
brisk fall day in Minnesota than a 
jaeger. Whether the day be sunny with 
a western breeze along the edge of a 
prairie slough in Pipestone County, or 
overcast with the first flurries of snow 
on Minnesota Point in Duluth, the sight 
of a jaeger would lend excitement. The 
moment would be a challenging one for 
the watcher would be confronted with 
the incongruous situation of observing 
a bird whose generic identity would be 
obvious, yet, whose specific identity 
might well be indeterminable in the 
field. This is an uncommon situation 
among North American birds. 

There are few birds more distinctive 
in color pattern than adult jaegers in 
the light color phase. There are very 
few more distinctive in shape than an 
adult Long-tailed Jaeger with its long 
attentuate central rectrices, or the larger 
Pomarine Jaeger (between a Ring-hilled 
and Herring Gull in size) with distinc
tive rounded ends on its central rectrices. 
However, with adults in the dark color 
phase or birds in immature plumage, 
even the closest attention to detail at 
the closest range may not reveal the 
correct identity of a bird in the field. 
Even an adult may have poorly develop
ed tail characters and its true identi
fication would be missed. Normally, the 
central rectrices of a Long-tailed Jaeger 
project 6 or more inches beyond the 
end of the tail, but they may project 
less while the central rectrices of a 
Parasitic J aeger may project as much 
as four inches. The difference could 
not be judged with a single bird in 
flight. 

In the University of Minnesota Mu
seum of Natural History there are four 
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Minnesota specimens of jaegers, three in 
immature plumage. Dr. Robert Cush
man Murphy kindly examined the im
matures and identified them. All three 
had been labeled Stm·corarius 1Jarasiti
cus, the Parasitic Jaeger, but one proved 
to be S . longicaudus, the Long-tailed 
Jaeger. 

The specific identification of a speci
men of this group in the hand involves 
the use of keys prepared by people with 
long familiarity with the group through
out its world wide range. Dr. Murphy's 
work, Oceanic Birds of South America 
( 1936, p. 1035 ) provides us with such 
a key. "The bill character by which S. 
parasiticus and S . longicaudus are said 
to be distinguishable proves in some in
stances indecisive. However, all three 
species of jaegers, in practically any 
plumage after the loss of down, can be 
reliably identified by the following ex
cellent key compiled hy Wetmore. 

a•. Bill higher than wide at base; wing 
usually more than 350 mm.; in 
adult the middle pair of rectrices 
broad throughout, twisted ............... . 
........................................ S. pomarinus 

a2. Bill not higher than wide at base, 
wing less than 345 mm.; in adult 
the middle pair of rectrices straight. 
............................................................ b. 

b•. Length of horny cere (supranasal 
saddle) decidedly greater than 
length of detrum hook of the bill; 
tarsi and feet black, three or more 
outermost primaries with shafts 
ivory yellow . ............ S. parasiticus. 

b2. Length of horny cere (supranasal 
saddle) not greater than length of 
detrum; tarsi wholly or in part 
light in color, feet black; only two 
outermost primaries with shafts 
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ivory yellow (the shaft of the third 
sometimes light, but with a brown-
ish tinge) ................ S. longicaudus." 

Notice that the key does not mention 
the length of the central rectrices which 
are considered the most diagnostic field 
character between the Parasitic and 
Long-tailed Jaegers. Undoubtedly, this 
is left out because of the individual 
variation found in this character. In 
the field the number of primaries 
with light shafts, and those with 
a brownish tinge would be most 
difficult to observe, to say nothing of 
the parti-colored tarsi of S. longicaudus. 
R. T. Peterson's Field Guide to the 
Birds does mention these characters but 
these are probably for use in identi
fying birds found dead. 

The inland distribution records of 
jaegers are scattered although they come 
mainly from large bodies of water, es
pecially the Great Lakes. Since the 
publication of Bi1·ds of Minnesota (T. S. 
Robel'ts 1932, 2nd Ed. 1936) several 
sight records have been published in 
The Flicker and two additional speci
mens have been added to the University 
Museum's collection. An attempt is 
made to summarize and evaluate the 
records to this date. 

Pomarine Jaeger: There is no record 
of this species for Minnesota although 
specimens have been taken in Iowa, 
Wisconsin (Madison, 1 July, 1942) and 
South Dakota (Madison, 7 October, 
1932). The American Ornithologists' 
Union, Check-list of North American 
Birds (1957) mentions records from 
Green Bay and Lake Koshkonong, Wis
consin. Certainly this species is to be 
looked for and will eventually be added 
to the Minnesota checklist. 

Parasitic Jaeger: This species is 
considered to be the most common and 
the records for it are the most con
fused. There are two specimens of the 
Parasitic Jaeger in the University Mu
seum collection. One was reported in 
Birds of Minnesota 1932: it is an im-
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mature taken at Heron Lake (Jackson 
County) September 8, 1916. The second 
is a fragmentary specimen comprising 
the head, and wings of a bird found 
at Pipestone. The bird lay in the road 
for several days before it was b:rought 
to Alfred Peterson, September 18, 1936, 
who forwarded it to Roberts that same 
day. 

At least five sight records of "Para
sitic Jaegers" have been published in 
The Flicker. Unfortnately, none of 
them may be accepted as a record for 
any one species of jaeger. However, 
they do record the occurrence of jaegers 
in Minnesota in the months of April, 
May and September. 

Lewis L. Barrett (Flicker, 21:118, 
1949) reported seeing a bird May 21, 
1949 75 yards away "quite dark and 
hawk-like . the central feathers 
were pointed . . . and appeared a few 
inches larger than the rest of the tail." 
He also mentioned a "Parasitic Jaeger" 
seen by Mrs. Judson Wicks in the Min
nesota River bottoms at Minneapolis, 
April 9, 1939 and a record by John 
Dobie and Lloyd Smith of a bird they 
thought to be a Parasitic Jaeger at Lake 
of the Woods, September 6, 1944. No 
further details are given in any of these 
cases. 

The best descriptive sight record of a 
jaeger was by AI Grewe (Flicker 30:38, 
1958) observed at Crex Meadows, Bur
nett County, Wisconsin, August 28, 1957. 
His description fits that of an imma
ture jaeger very well; but, as discussed 
above, a bird sitting on the water with 
its f eet hidden and wings folded would 
be impossible to identify at the 50 yard 
range from which this bird was ob
served. Forest Strnad and others in the 
same issue described "three large dark 
birds . . . middle tail feathers of these 
birds extended beyond the curve of the 
tail ... " seen at Minnesota Point, Du
luth, September 15, 1957. 

Undoubtedly some of these records, if 
not most, do apply to the Parasitic Jae
ger, but they cannot be considered as 
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specific records on the basis of the in
formation given. All must be consider
ed "jaeger species." 

The AOU Checklist (1957) does not 
mention Minnesota specifically but lists 
this species as "Casual in the Great 
Lakes (occasionally in some numbers)" 
(p. 214). The records for the extreme 
southwestern corner of the state are not 
mentioned. 

Long-tailed Jaeger: This species is 
generally considered even more rare in 
the upper Midwest than the Parasitic 
Jaeger. In part this may be due to a 
confusion of records between the two. 
There are two specimens of the Long
tailed Jaeger in the University collec
tion. One reported by Dr. Roberts is 
an adult taken at Warren, Lac Qui 
Parle County, Minnesota, July 1, 1898. 
A second specimen originally labeled 
"parasiticus" is an immature female 
taken at Heron Lake October 4, 1942. 

The only sight record of the Long
tailed Jaeger accepted by Roberts, who 
was most critical of this type of record, 
was November 16 and 17, 1934 as re
ported in Birds of Minnesota (1936 ). 
There is, of course, a probability that 
some of the sight records of the "Para
sitic Jaeger" really belong under this 
species. 

If this review seems overly strict 
and somewhat pedantic in the evalua
tion of sight records, it serves to em
phasize the caution and extremely close 
attention to detail that must be used 
in identifying jaegers. When you are in 
the field next "jaeger season", have 
persistance. Look for confirmatory 
characters in adult birds other than the 

length and shape of central rectrices. 
The Long-tailed Jaeger has no pec

toral band or downward extension of 
dark coloring on the sides of the breasts; 
it has little or no white on the under
side of the wing; its back is somewhat 
paler in front forming sharper contrast 
with the nearly black crown when com
pared with the Parasitic Jaeger. The 
Pomarine Jaeger may be separated by 
its larger size when gulls are close at 
hand for comparison. Careful observ
ance of a bird which cannot be identi
fied may yield a greater reward in 
pleasure than one that can be recorded 
at first glance. 

Summary 
1. Jaegers in immature and dark

phase plumages are exceedingly diffi
cult to ident:fy in the field. The Porn
urine Jaeger is larger in size. The 
Parasitic and Long-tailed are nearly 
impossible to distinguish in these plum
ages. In some cases it is best to list 
jaeger species than to use a specific 
name. A key to identification is given. 

2. The records of the three species in 
Minnesota and surrounding states are 
reviewed. All of the previous sight 
records of the Parasitic Jaegers in Min
nesota are judged unacceptable since 
they may have been confused with the 
Long-tailed. The Pomarine Jaeger has 
not been found in Minnesota although 
it has been taken in states on three 
sides. 

3. Most of the records of jaegers are 
for September with one record in April 
and two in May. - Museum of Natural 
Histo?·y, University of Minnesota, Min
nea]Jolis, Minnesota. 

DULUTH HAWK COUNT 

The annual Duluth Hawk Count will take place on September 12 and 13 and the 

19 and 20. Jack Hofslund of the University of Minnesota, Duluth Branch has recom

mended that people interested in seeing the hawks at Duluth should be there on the 

week end of the 19th and 20th. These dates have been the most successful ones in 

the past.- Editor. 
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Suburban Housing Project Booms 
Bluebirds Utilize New Homes 

by 
Forest V. Strnad 

Many people talk about seeing fewer 
bluebirds nowadays. We decided it was 
a case of low "income", or else there was 
a need for more housing. So William 
Longley and I started a low income 
housing project strictly for the birds, 
hoping to find the answer. 

On a visit to Kasson at Christmas
time, 1956, I was able to secure a num
ber of pieces of scrap lumber from the 
lumber yard where my father works, 
and from the stores in Kasson, we got 
fruit boxes. That was our lumber sup
ply. 

It may surprise you to know how 
long it took us to build our first 25 
bird houses. Beginning one evening, it 
took us about 1 hour to settle on a pat
tern and to determine how to best util
ize the wood. Using mass production 
methods, we had nearly finished in 1 
evening, plus a couple of hours the next 
day. 

The design for the houses was as 
simple as we could make it, with as few 
saw cuts as possible and eliminating un
necessary frills. No hardware was 
used, other than 12 to 16 galvanized 
nails (8-penny box). The dimensions 
were SIDES-9" x 5" with a half inch 
slope toward the front on the top edge: 
FRONT-6" x 8'12": BACK-About 4 
inches longer than the front, extending 
above and below the front to provide 
space for nailing or wiring the box to 
fence posts. The BOTTOM was cut to 
fit inside the box and held by 2 to 4 
nails. The ROOF extended over the 
sides and front and was held by 2 nails 
only. For this reason it could be easily 
removed and replaced when we inspect
ed the contents of the box. The entrance 
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was 11/4" in diameter and 1'12" from the 
top. 

Making the bird houses was a simple 
project compared with determining 
where to locate them. Rather than 
putting them along the road where they 
might be easily molested by unthinking 
persons, we decided to place them off 
the road along pasture fence lines. The 
first boxes were put up on March 27, 
1957. Sixteen were located on one farm 
but separated into 2 groups of 8 in 2 
pastures. Group II consisting of 8 boxes 
was located about a mile north of Group 
I. The 25th box was isolated midway 
between the two groups. All 25 boxes 
were in Mantorville Township, Dodge 
County, about 2 miles northeast of 
Kasson. 

All were near wooded pasture and in 
the open which increases their attrac
tiveness to bluebirds. 

We were more than pleased with the 
reception our housing project received 
from the birds. Only 1 was not used at 
all. Two were used only by House Spar
rows. The other 22 produced 12 broods 
of Bluebirds and 18 broods of House 
Wrens, totaling 44 young Bluebirds; 92 
young Wrens. We destroyed 6 nestings 
of House Sparrows, hoping to help out 
the Bluebirds.. Most of the houses were 
used more than once, and 2 produced 3 
broods apiece. 

Bluebird nesting began in late April 
and was finished by mid-July. Wren 
nesting began a month later and was 
finished by late August. It seemed ap
parent that boxes along the edge of 
cornfields were used by ·wrens only 
after the corn became tall enough to 



provide a lot of cover, for boxes adja
cent or within woods were used earlier. 

Nest success was very good this first 
year. The only disturbance came from 
cattle which bothered a couple of boxes 
when they used them for rubbing posts. 
We relocated 2 boxes to get them out of 
the way of the cattle. 

In early 1958 we constructed 20 more 
houses. Only one change was was made. 
The roof was not extended over the 
sides. We felt that cattle would be 
less apt to knock off the top if there 
were no projections to catch upon. We 
also determined not to ailow the house 
to project out into the pasture from 
the post but to align them with the 
fence-wire rather than at right angles 
to it. 

Nine of the new houses were put out 
approximately 1 mile southwest of Kas
son. Twelve houses were put out on 
another farm 2 miles southeast of Kas
son. The habitat in these areas was 
very open; there were no woods in the 
vicinity but only a few scattered trees. 
This difference in habitat made quite a 
difference in the use of the houses. 

The total number of houses in the 
project in 1958 was 44, since 1 had been 
stolen during the winter. The results 
for the second year were not as good, 
but we still produced a lot of birds, and 
2 new species moved in. Eleven broods 
of Bluebirds, 15 broods of House Wrens, 
4 broods of Tree Swallows, and 1 brood 
of Red-headed Woodpeckers were pro
duced. This totaled 132 young birds, 
45 Bluebirds, 65 House Wrens, 20 Tree 
Swallows, and 2 Red-headed Woodpeck
ers. We say the results were not as 
good in 1958 because in 44 boxes there 
were only 31 nestings as compared with 
36 nestings in 25 boxes for the preced
ing year. A more exact comparison 
might be to use the data from the 21 
boxes which remained in the same place 
both years. 

In these houses the number of nest
ings dropped from 28 to 23. Bluebird 
use dropped from 12 to 10, no doubt 
because of interference from cattle. 

Three clutches were abandoned when the 
tops of the houses were knocked off. 
Wren use dropped from 16 to 12, 
possibly because of cattle interference 
and probably because there were 
changes in the pasture pattern and many 
more cattle were present in one pasture, 
but there was another reason, egg clutch 
size. 

The average clutch of eggs for wrens 
in 1957 was 5.4 and it dropped to 4.5 
in 1958. Clutches of 7 and 8 eggs were 
found commonly in 1957, while 6 was 
the largest in 1958. Cool weather early 
in summer and dry weather later on 
seemed to cause a shortage of insects 
in the second year, and this might have 
affected the wrens. 

The decrease in nesting persistence in 
1958 shows well in the number of times 
most boxes were used. Not counting 
House Sparrows (none having been con
sidered in any figures given previous
ly) 9 boxes were used 2 to 3 times in 
1957, but in the following year none was 
used three times and most were used 
only once. The newer boxes put out in 
1958 were also used not more than once 
E:ach. 

Perhaps the most unusual nesting was 
that of the Red-headed Woodpecker. The 
nest was discovered on July 4. The 2 
young were featherless and about half
grown. Their skin was dark gray. The 
nest provided by the adults was only 
a bit of a depression chipped out of the 
bottom of the box. The nest material 
consisted only of a spoonful of chips 
from the box. The nestlings were well
feathered 3 weeks late~·. 

In 1957, 31 Bluebirds and 31 House 
Wrens were banded in our houses by 
Carl Johnson of Rochester. In 1958, I 
banded 48 Bluebirds, 37 House Wrens, 
3 Red-headed Woodpeckers, and 10 Tree 
Swallows. Eight of these were adult 
birds which were caught on the nest. 
Carl Johnson and Scott Finley, of Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, banded 4 Tree 
Swallows. Thus there were 102 birds 
banded in 1958 in our housing project.
Kasson, Minnesota. 
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Comments On Winter Invasions 
by 

Of Birds 

Robert W. Dickerman 

To ornithologists and amateur field 
observers alike, one of the most fascinat
ing features of the winter seasons in 
northern and central United States is 
the irregular, often widespread, inva
sions of arctic, subarctic, or boreal birds. 
These enatic intrusions are characteris
tic of a relatively few species and oc
cur in the north temperate latitudes 
around the world. Historically they 
have been observed and reported since 
at least the thirteenth century. The 
literature on this type of movement 
would fill a small library. 

Probably the best recent discussions 
on avian invasions are in a chapter en
titled "Irruptions" in David Lack's book, 
The Natural R egulation of Animal Num
bers (1954), and in a paper by Gunnar 
Svardson (1957), "The 'invasion' type of 
bird migration." Although most of the 
examples they discussed were drawn 
from the European literature, in which 
there are a number of beautifully de
tailed studies, they mentioned several 
species of birds also found in Minne
sota: Bohemian Waxwing, Pine Gros
beak, Common Redpoll, Red Cross
bill, White-winged Crossbill, Gray 
Shrike, Snowy Owl, and Rough-legged 
Hawk. The first five are typically ir
regular in their occurrence far outside 
of their breeding ranges, while the last 
three named tend to occur in large num
bers every fourth year. 

Lack poses two possible causes of 
these invasions. The first is a short
age of food. Several species that come 
south at irregular intervals are de
pendent on specialized foods. The Bo
hemian Waxwing, for example, needs 
fleshy fruits in the winter periods (in 
the summer it is insectivorous). On the 
other hand, such birds as the Red and 
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White-winged Crossbills depend on the 
seeds of spruce, fir and pine the year 
round. 

Erratic invasions have an obvious 
survival value in allowing large popu
lations to utilize substitute foods which 
carry them over periods of shortages 
in their normal haunts. It is easy to 
t•nderstand that deep, widespread early 
fall snows send such ground feeders 
as Snowbuntings and Redpolls south
ward to areas free of snow, or to places 
where there is an abundance of seed
laden weeds projecting above the snow. 
Evidence of the importance of food in
fluencing the number of Red Crossbills 
was published by Reinikainen ( 1937) 
and cited by Lack (op. cit.) . Every Sun
day in March for 11 years, Reinikainen 
skied over 120 kilometers of forest land 
in Finland. He counted the Red Cross
bills he saw and noted the abundance 
of spruce cones. The numbers of each 
went up and down in unison suggest
ing that the number of Crossbills was 
dependent upon the number of spruce 
cones. (Fig. 1) 

A second factor is population size. 
In northern latitudes, weather, food 
supply, and, consequently, the success 
of the breeding season vary greatly 
from year to year. A series of two bet
ter than average breeding seasons with 
mild weather and abundant food might 
allow a population to increase its num
bers several fold. ·when numbers reach 
a certain critical level, massive move
ments may start. By these out-floodings, 
popuLtions of certain species may be 
entirely removed from an area. Davis 
and Williams (1957) made a study of 
irruptions of Clark's Nutcracker in Cali
fornia, combining data on winter in
flux of birds in the valleys and counts 
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Fig. 1. Relationship between abundance of Red Crossbills in pairs per 120 
kilometers, and abundance of spruce cones estimated is 6 classes of abundance. 
(from Lack 1954 after Reinikainen 1937.) 

of cones in the mountains. They came 
to the conclusion that movements were 
due to high populations built up in two 
or more particularly favorable breeding 
seasons followed by a poor cone crop 
in the autumn. They mentioned that 
fall movements began before October 
7, but did not state specifically that this 
early movement was caused by food 
shortages. There are excellent ex
amples of long distance movements tak
ing place before food shortages could 
probably have been apparent. For ex
ample, five specimens of the Red Cross
bill population from the Pacific coastal 
ranges of B1·itish Columbia and south
ern Alaska were taken in Minnesota 
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during July and August, 1922 (Dicker
man 1957) . 

"Lack . . . placed food shortage, 
whether absolute or relative, as an ulti
mate factor, while the proximate factor, 
releasing the actual flight was sup
posed to be the high number of birds." 
( Svardson 1957, p. 314). Svardson diff
ers from this interpretation. He believes 
that irruptive species start a movement 
every year that is released by the same 
factors as ordinary migration. The 
duration and extent of the movement 
depends on the finding of a rich food 
supply. Thus, each year some species 
such as the Pine Grossbeaks, Common 
Redpolls and Snow Buntings, move into 
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the northern part of Minnesota, while 
only irregularly are these species found 
in numbers in the southern part of the 
state. Invasion is an adaptation to an
nual food shortages, whereas migration 
is an adaptation to seasonal food short
ages. 

Svardson suggests that the rhythm of 
fructification of some perennial plants, 
the cyclic abundance of certain mam
mals, and the invasion type of avian 
migration form one great ecological com
plex of mutual adaptation. Irregularity 
as to species involved, extent of move
ment, or frequency of occurrence is 
characteristic of invasions. In Europe, 
they are made up of a high percentage 
of juvenile or immature birds. 

Anyone who has been looking at birds 
during the last two or more winters in 
Minnesota will attest to the irregular
ity of these movements both in occur
rence and extent. 

Not only is the occurrence of any one 
species irregular, but there is no group 
of species which reacts to the same 
conditions. A major influx of northern 
forms may occur in one part of the 
country and not in another. James 
(1958) summarized the assembled rec
ords of some of the irruptive species in 
"Audubon Field Notes." With the un
critical and heterogeneous type of sight 
records he had to work with, he pre
sented an interesting and useful table 
of the occurrence of a number of species 
over a 20 year period. In this type of 
reporting the unusual occurrences tend 
to be over emphasized and invasions of 
minor size are probably magnified slight
ly in importance. However, records of 
this type are in many instances the 
only ones made and some invasions 
probably not recorded. The "fairinva
sion" (terminology of James) of Hoary 
Redpolls in Minnesota in 1957-58 is not 
recorded in "Audubon Field Notes" a l
though several sight records were made 
and at least one specimen was collected 
for verification of identification. The 
major countrywide Red Crossbill in-
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vasion of 1950-51 was recorded in Min
nesota by the preservation of only f our 
specimens, all found dead, and by two 
published sight-records. 

The extent of movement can be de
termined in some species in which dif
ferent geographic populations are identi
fiable, morphologically. The most easily 
recognized subspecies of the Red Cross
bill from the coastal ranges of British 
Columbia and southern Alaska is also 
the most dramatic wanderer. In the 
winter of 1950-51, this form was com
mon in Central New York (Parkes 1952 
MS), and was taken in Kansas (Tordoff 
1951) and Arizona (unreported); its 
movements from the breeding areas hav
ing encompassed an arc of about 60 
degrees and distance of 1500 to 2500 
miles. Such incongruities occur as Lap
land Longspurs in Florida, and Redpolls 
in Bermuda (AOU Checklist 1957). The 
yearly variation in winter distribution 
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of semi-hardy birds such as Robins, 
Blackbirds and Song Sparrows is well 
known. In severe winters they are 
rarely found in Minnesota, while in open 
winters such as 1958-59 they remain 
more common. Conversely, some species 
such as Snow Buntings and Common Red
polls regularly migrate southward to 
some extent, but are irregularly involved 
in extensive southern f lights. Major 
movements of what are normally consid
ered to be sedentary forms occur less of
ten, but are dramatic at times. They are 
also harder to detect since the movement 
is usually directed into other areas con
taining the same species, and so the in
vaders are not noted as such. Poor 
(1946) assembled data on an invasion 
of Bbck-capped Chickadees from a 
number of banding stations in the New 
York City vicinity. One station on Long 
Island with nine years of records ex
perienced a 176 per cent increase in 
number of unhanded birds in the in
flux of 1941-42. There was also a 
higher than normal return of pre
v iously banded birds. These data sug
gest a greater survival of old birds 
(hence a greater breeding population 
the previous spring). The invasion was 
widespread, reaching westward at least 
to Ohio. 

Occasionally species which are con-
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sidered to be regular in their migrations 
are involved in these erratic flights. 
Eastern subspecies of the Summer Tan
ager, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and 
Brown Creeper taken in Arizona (AOU 
Checklist 1957), far from their "normal" 
winter range are dramatic illustrations 
of this. 

Three species, the Snowy Owl, the 
Gray Shrike and the Rough-legged 
Hawk have been described as oc
curring periodically in large numbers. 
The evidence for the latter species has 
best been demonstrated in Europe .(Lack 
op. cit.) The chart prepared by James 
( op. cit.) beautifully illustrates the 
periodic nature of the occurrence of 
Snowy Owl and Gray Shrike. The rela
tionship of the cyclic sparsity of lem
mings at Churchill, Manitoba and the 
occurrence of Snowy Owls in the New 
England States was graphically pre
sented by Shelford (1945) (Fig. 2.). 
His data covers nine years before the 
start of James' table and includes three 
owl invasions. 

The postulation that invasions are 
made largely by young birds is not 
substantiated by material available from 
Minnesota. During the occurrences of 
Pine Grosbeaks of 1957-58 and 1958-59 
27 specimens were collected. Sixteen of 
these are males, with an age ratio of 
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Fig. 2. Estimated abundance of collared lemmings at Churchill, Manitoba in num
bers per hectare (2.5 acres), and periods of occurrence and magnitude (size of box) 
of Snowy Owl flights as recorded in New England (squares). x =reports; o = 
trapping records and reports. After Shelford 1945. 
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10 adults to 6 immatures. This age 
ratio is sk()wl'rl somewhat in favor of 
adult males which are easiest to work 
with in taxonomic problems on this 
species. However, in this case the num
ber of adult males taken in preference 
to the green-plumaged immature males 
and females is known to be small. In 
the University Museum of Natural His
tory collection there are 39 male Redpolls 
taken over a nearly 65-year period. 
Of these, 21 are immatures and 18 are 
adults. Again there may have been 
some selectior. for the adult males, but 
this age ratio is far from sE:veral im
mature birds to each adult as has been 
found in other species in Europe. 

There are many instances in which 
emigrations have actually extended 
breeding ranges (if only for one sea
son ), or have established new ranges. 
Lack (op. cit.) cites instances of the 
Red Crossbill establishing itself in Ire
land in the 19th century and in East 
Anglia (Norfolk, Sufolk, England) in 
the 20th century as a result of in·up
tions of populations of the continent. 
The Fieldfare, an Old World form of 
robin, colonized Greenland during an ex
tensive invasion of 1937. In the east
ern United States, the same species has 
remained and nested following invasions 
in Maryland, Indiana, and Ohio (Gris
com op. cit.). In Arizona, the Red Cross
bill is absent from certain southern 
mountain ranges for years and then will 
appear and breed for two or more years 
successively. 

The study and analysis of the me
chanisms of the invasion type of avian 
migration is a fascinating field. Ideally, 
every flock of a species which is variable 
geographically, such as the Red Cross
bill, Common Redpoll, and Pine Grosbeak, 

should be sampled and the specimens pre
served. From these specimens, food stud
ies should be made. Field observers have 
the job of making more accurate and de
tailed records from day to day. The 
challenge is great; it involves tedious 
work; but to those with a will to con
tribute, it is worth while. 
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The Minnesota Bird Banders 
by 

Carl Johnson and Forest V. Strnad 

The bird banders of Minnesota were 
invited to a special demonstration proj
ect at Rice Lake, Dodge County, near 
Claremont on May 2nd and 3rd. The 
purpose of the project was to demon
strate the proper use of Japanese mist 
nets and approved methods of removing 
birds from these nets. 

Rice Lake is a shallow, mud lake 
probably not over 12 feet in the deepest 
area and with an average depth of ap
proximately 3 feet. The east shore of 
the lake, where the demonstration was 
carried on, has cattails and reeds but 
these were not up at this early date, al
though the old stalks were there from 
last year. 

The main characteristic about these 
2 days, weather-wise, is that it was 
windy. A 25 - 30 mile per hour wind 
blew most of the time both days out of 
the southwest. The sky was partly 
cloudy and often overcast. It rained a 
bit on both Saturday and Sunday. The 
project was started around 8 :00 a .m. on 
Saturday when the first net was erect
ed and carried on until dark. Sunday the 
nets were spread, for they were left on 
the poles over night and were not taken 
down until nearly dark, which was about 
7:00 o'clock. 

The most nets that were erected at 
one time was eight. These varied from 
18 foot 11/4 inch mesh to 40 foot 3 inch 
mesh nets. These nets were erected on 
10 foot electric conduit poles. To facili
tate carrying these in the back of sta
tion wagons the poles were cut into the 
lengths of 5 foot each. They are re
joined by inserting an iron rod in one 
end and anchoring it by an indentation 
in the pole with a nail-set. The top 
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piece fits over the projecting end of the 
iron rod. The mist nets are hung on 
5 nylon strands of cord the length of 
the net. At each end is a loop of 
heavier material which is looped around 
the pole twice or three times to keep it 
from sliding down the pole. The netting 
between these strands of material, or 
lands, is fuller than the allowed distance 
that these strands are spread up and 
down the pole, thus permitting a bird 
to enmesh itself in the basket formed 
of the netting material. A bird may 
enter this net from either side. 

To remove the bird you first begin 
with the feet and disentangle them from 
the net. If a person wants to learn the 
grace of patience this is one place to 
learn. You know that a bird got into 
the net and therefore there is a way 
to get it out without cutting the net. 
In fact, it is more difficult to remove 
the bird if you do cut the net for then 
you have to take the net off the bird's 
body. After the feet are removed the 
net is slipped off the shoulders of the 
bird's wing and lastly over the head. 
What often appears to be a hopeless 
mess is easily untangled if these three 
steps are followed in that order. Be
ginners always seem to want to disen
tangle the head first, perhaps because 
ofl a personal feeling of suffocation. But, 
since the head entered the net first it 
must be the last part of the body that 
is removed. The process is simple once 
it has been observed and understood 
and there is little danger of injuring the 
bird if the nets are checked every hour 
or more often so that the bird does not 
struggle for a great length of time. The 
longer the bird is left in the net the 
more likely it is to become "hopelessly" 
entangled. 
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Banders who participated in the proj
ect were Scott Finley, Sioux Falls, S.D., 
Boyd Lien, Minneapolis, Mrs. E. R. 
Seines, Glenwood, Carl Johnson and your 
writer. 

A summary of the birds banded for 
the two days shows a total of 78 birds of 
15 species. One Short-billed Marsh 
Wren was in our hands but escaped be
fore the band could be attached. The 
highlight of the project was the netting 
of a Swamp Sparrow that had a for
eign band on its right leg. A foreign 
band is one that another bander has at
tached at another banding station. This 
Swamp Sparrow carried band number 
60-51760. A repolt was made of this 
band to the Fish and Wildlife Service 
to find out who had banded it. To date 
no report has been received on this bird, 
but a report will be made in a later 
issue. 

Toward evening on both days the wind 
subsided some and as the Red-winged 
Blackbirds cruised around the lake in 
a clock-wise direction we caught them 
in the nets. This was good for the 
total number of birds banded was in
creased, but it was difficult to remove 
them from the nets in near darkness. 

It was generally agreed that the total 
number of birds netted and banded was 
only a small fraction, perhaps one-tenth, 
of the number that might have been 
netted had there been only a slight 
breeze. The greater the wind in open 
areas the more the nets move about 
and the birds can see them better. 

There were an estimated 400 - 500 
Coots on the lake, as well as some 
Blue-winged Teal, Mallards and Ruddy 
Ducks. Two weeks before there were 
over 100 Ruddy Ducks. Also sighted 
were Red-headed Woodpeckers, Brown 
Thrasher, 3 Green Herons, American 

Bittern, Winter Wrens, Long-billed 
Marsh Wrens and Meadowlarks. 

The following birds were netted and 
banded: 

Downy 'Voodpecker 2, Yellow-shafted 
Flicker 2, Blue Jay 1, Cowbird 3, Yel
low-headed Blackbird 2, Red-winged 
Blackbird 35, White-throated Sparrow 
9, Song Sparrow 7, Lincoln's Sparrow 
6, Swamp Sparrow 3, Yellow Warbler 
1, Palm Warbler 1, Yellow Throat 1, 
House Wren 1, Robin 4. 

A plan was devised by Johnson and 
Strnad fo1· drawing for each new species 
of birds so that each bander present 
would have a fair opportunity to get his 
share of new species of birds. By this 
method one bander might get more than 
another bander of new species, but each 
time a drawing determined who got the 
new species. 

This writer would like to encourage 
banders in other parts of the State to 
set up such demonstration days so that 
banders who now have a permit for 
traps only could get the experience 
necessary to have their permit amend
e:! to use mist nets. 

Carl Johnson and I would like to know 
if more banders in the state would like 
to set up a day each year, probably dur
ing May, when the banders would con
verge on a given area and all use their 
nets and/or traps. A suggestion might 
be that we meet at Frontenac the sec
ond week-end in May in conjunction with 
the Minneapolis Bird Club's "big day" 
of birding. Or it might be in con
nection with the M. 0. U. big day. The 
former plan would keep the banding in 
a given area over the years. The latter 
plan would move it about the State so 
that more birders and banders could 
take part each year. Your suggestions 
are invited concerning this matter. -
Kasson, Minnesota. 

All members are urged to submit articles and notes of interest. Notes of Interest 

are especially informative and of general interest to our readers. - Editor 
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Seasonal Report 
by 

Mary Lupient 

Very strong- winds predominated dur
ing the season. Due to the drouth they 
whipped up vast dust storms in April 
and caused extensive grass and brush 
fires. Hundreds of acres were burned. 
By May 1 precipitation was more than 
3 inches below normal. Only the south
eastern section received moisture to 
much of a degree. There, the worst 
snow storm in 10 years struck March 5 
and another occurred March 15 which 
caused fear that the rivers in the area 
would flood from the melt. Up to May 
1 temperatures were below normal for 
the season but on the above date an all 
time high of 91 was reached. The first 
4 days of May were unseasonably hot. 
Thunder showers relieved the drouth 
somewhat and brought cooler weather. 

Common and Hooded Mergansers ap
peared on the Minnesota River near 
Cedar A venue, Hennepin County about 
the middle of March, Red-breasted Mer
gansers about April 1. The last of 
March a large migration of Canada 
Geese occurred in Eastern Minnesota, 
though several small flocks were re
ported earlier. On March 7 A. C. Rosen
winkel reported 9 Canada Geese in a 
spot of open water in Lake Vadnais, 
Ramsey County. Two of the birds were 
much smaller than the others, possibly 
indicating Hutchin's Geese. Agnes El
stad sent a report of the same observa
tion. In Western Minnesota Blue and 
Snow Geese reportedly migrated at the 
usual time, the latter part of March. 

Ducks began appearing on the open 
waters of the rivers the last week in 
March and by April 1, when the small 
lakes were open, the peak of the ar
rival was over. Mrs. Nubel and Mrs. 
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Thompson observed a Wood Duck and 8 
young on Lake Harriet, May 5. 

The first Whistling Swans were not
ed on Rice Lake, Hennepin County near 
Shakopee, March 28, by Robert Janssen . 
There were approximately 100. At about 
the same time they appeared in various 
localities occupying the shallow waters 
of the river lowlands. Lyle Bradley 
stated that between 300 and 400 were 
seen on Diamond Lake near Anoka, 
Anoka County, April 13. Marie Aftreith 
sent word that 3 were seen in Duluth 
Harbor, St. Louis County, April 15 and 
an injured swan was found in nearby 
St. Louis River, April 28. Flocks of 
them accompanied Blue and Snow Geese 
at Lake Trave1·se, Traverse County. 

As soon as Twin City Lakes opened 
about April 7, Common Loons appeared. 
One lone Horned Grebe was noted on the 
same date. Later these birds arrived in 
t he usual number. 

Common Egrets again put in an ap
pearance in the spring. Two were re
ported at the Bass Pond, Hennepin Coun
ty, on April 14 by Robert Janssen. Three 
were found along the Vermillion River 
near Red Wing April 23. Dean Bonet
schlager saw one flying over the south 
end of White Bear Lake, Ramsey Coun
ty, April 26. Three were seen at Han
rahan Lake on boundary of Scott and 
Dakota Counties, by Daniel J. O'Con
nell May 5. 

Amy Chambers and Jean Mcintosh 
were in Rothsay, Wilkin County, April 
18-19. In the area adjacent they saw 
the Sandhill Cranes and Prairie Chick
ens that are usually found there in the 
spring. They stated that Marbled God
wits were fairly common. 

Up to May 1 very few shore birds 
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were reported. Common Snipes were 
most abundant. Only small numbers of 
Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs were 
noted. Mrs. E. \V. Joul and others saw 
78 Willets, May 1 on the shores of a 
small lake south of Minneapolis. Rob
ert Janssen and Brother Theodore made 
observations in the region around Gay
lord, S:bley County, May 2. They found 
Dowitchers, Upland Plovers, Wilson's 
Phalaropes, Golden Plovers and small 
peeps in goodly numbers. Pipets were 
seen in fair numbers. At Swan Lake, 
Nicollet County, there was an abund
ance of water birds. Altogether they 
checked approximately 100 birds for the 
day. 

Reports on the hawk migration were 
sparse. There was a light movement 
of Sparrow Hawks in the Twin City 
area the last of April. Most of the 
other species of hawks were seen but 
only single individuals now and then. 
Robert Dickerman saw a Pigeon Hawk 
in flight near Randolph, Dakota Coun
ty, April 26. Dean Honetschlager re
ported seeing 5 Red-shouldered Hawks 
near Marine-on-St. Croix, Washington 
County, March 27 and later that a pair 
was nesting nearby. 

As stated in the report for last sea
son there were no Snowy Owl records. 
Since then an observation was received 
from Robert Janssen saying that one 
was seen one mile west of Hibbing, St. 
Louis County, March 8, 1959. Brother 
Theodore and others took a trip to Hill 
City, Aitkin County, and Duluth, March 
1. They saw 3 Hawk Owls, one of which 
was collected for the Museum of Natural 
History. There was an unusual num
ber of these birds seen this season, 11 
in all. 

Ring-billed and Herring Gulls began 
arriving on the rivers in the Twin Cities 
the last week in March and Common 
Terns were seen in the same area the 
first week in May. Killdeers were seen 
March 23. 

Apparently the returning Eastern 
Rluebird population was fairly large this 
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season probably partly due to the houses 
established by George Rickert, Rev. 
Strnad, William Longley, Oliver Char
ley and many others. The birds came 
in late March. A few Robins appeared 
in March, many arrived in early April. 
Large concentrations of them lingered in 
parks and woodlands until almost May 
1, then disappeared. 

Hermit Thrushes came in early April, 
Swainson's Thrushes and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes, May 1. Also on about the 
same date the Brown Thrasher, House 
Wren, Chimney Swift, Eastern King
bird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Baltimore 
Oriole and Catbird. These records were 
for an area in and about the Twin 
Cities. 

Brother Theodore turned in the earl
iest Tree Swallow record, Maple Lake, 
Annandale, Wright County, March 22. 
The peak of the migration was the first 
week in May. Date for Purple Martins, 
April 11. 

A heavy wave of early warblers oc
curred in eastern Minnesota May 5. 
The birds were apparently brought 
down by a heavy rain storm. Myrtle 
Warblers in goodly llumbers passed 
through in late April. The earliest 
Myrtle Warbler record was received 
April 2 from Dr. W. J. Breckenridge. 

Migrating Eastern and vVestern 
Meadowlarks appeared before April 1 
and as usual there were hordes of Red
winged Blackbirds and Com m o n 
Grackles. The peak migration of Yel
low-headed Blackbirds was the first 
week in May. 

The movement of White-throated Spar
rows was slow until the first few days 
in May after which they were present 
i1~ large numbers. Reportedly they were 
abundant in many sections of the state. 
Chipping, Field and Vesper Sparrows 
were noted April 21. Song Sparrows 
March 20. This writer saw two Hen
slow's Sparrows, apparently in migra
tion, between Shakopee and Savage 
April 10. 
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Agnes Elstad reported flocks of Lap
land Longspurs in Northwestern Minne
sota, April 11, Brother Theodore saw 
a flock of Lapland Longspurs and a 
flock of Snow Buntings near Hastings 
February 14. He reported seeing two 
Water Pipits at Rice Lake near Shako
pee March 29. A. C. Rosenwinkel saw 
one near St. Paul, March 31. 

A record turned in by Richard Oeh
lenschlager is another proof of the in
crease in the number of Black-billed 
Magpies in Minnesota. He stated that 
this season he saw as many as 176 at 
various times in Wadena County. They 
were feeding on carrion. 

A report on Tufted Titmice was re
ceived from Mrs. P. A. Becker which 
follows in part. "Fifteen Titmice have 
been noted at one counting, the birds 
feeding by preference among the elm 
trees and also weed seeds on the lake 
shore. They also feed at 2 feeders on 
the point, Leech Lake, Cass County." 
There were reports of 2 at Nevis, Hub
bard County, 2 at Tenstrike, Beltrami 
County, 1 at Horseshoe Lake east of 
Backus, Cass County, 1 at Duluth, 2 
at Walker, Cass County. These are rec
ords for winter and spring 1959. 

The Minnesota Ornithologists Union 
held its annual meeting with the Thun
der Bay Naturalists of Canada at Grand 
Marais, Cook County, February 21-22. 
About 140 people attended the dinner. 
Twenty-five species of birds were listed, 
most interesting of which were Glau
cous Gulls, Lesser Scaup, Bald Eagle, 
Boreal Chickadee, Old Squaw and Black
backed Three-toed Woodpecker. Three 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were also seen. 

On April 13-17 your reporter and 
others again visited Sand Lake Wildlife 
Refuge in South Dakota. This refuge 
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contains 21,451 square acres where 
waterfowl stop to feed and rest during 
spring and fall migration. It is admin
istered by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service and takes care of hun
dreds of thousands of birds. 

The refuge now operates a hospital 
for wounded birds and is a very inter
esting place. It consists of a wire en
closure with a small pool of water in the 
center. One can approach to within a 
few feet of these beautiful wild birds 
and see the markings and colorings 
which of course would be impossible in 
the field. Several species of ducks, a 
Whistling Swan and a White-fronted 
Goose were in the enclosure. Most in
teresting was the fact that two sizes 
of the Canada Goose were present for 
comparison. 

One of the men that has been employ
ed at the refuge for several years told 
an interesting story about a pair of 
Canada Geese. In the fall this pair 
remained at Sand Lake after the mi
gration had occurred. Upon investiga
tion it was found that the goose had 
an injured wing probably caused by a 
hunter. It was brought to the hospital 
and cared for. After lingering and 
calling for some days the gander 
left. In the spring seemingly the same 
bird came back and began calling from 
the lake. It found the hospital and 
walked up and down on the outside of 
the enclosure while the injured goose 
followed on the inside. She finally was 
released. They met, placed their bills 
together and gabbled excitedly. They 
swam about near the hospital for a few 
days then disappeared. No doubt her 
injured wing had mended enough for 
flight. Some authorities state that 
geese mate for life. - Minneapolis, Min
nesota. 
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Captive Great Horned Owls 
by 

Earl D. Kopischke 

Although much research has been 
done on the food habits and behavior of 
the Great Horned Owl, B1~bo virginia
nus, I believe that the following observa
tions made by myself of captive birds 
may provide interest and information 
regarding this species. 

During the month of March, 1957, I 
noticed a large nest located about 20 
feet above ground level in a crotch of 
a White Oak tree, Quet·cus alba. The 
female owl was sitting on the nest ap
parently in the process of incubating her 
eggs. The nest site area was not visit
ed for a period of two weeks; then dur
ing the first week of April the owl was 
scared off her nest. It was then noted 
that the nest contained two newly hatch
ed owlets along ·.vith the remains of a 
rabbit, one hen pheasant, and parts of 
a fox squirrel. 

The young owls were taken home and 
put into a cage where their activity 
could be observed. The first problem 
encountered was food. Since I knew 
that owls generally ate meat, canned 
dog food was tried but with little suc
cess. Apparently the owls did not care 
for cooked meat. We then tried chop
ped sections of raw chicken and rabbit. 
This was swallowed about as rapidly as 
we could feed them. 

As the owls grew, their appetites grew 
also. We continued the hand feeding 
but soon this job got to be too much 
work. Would the owls instinctively pick 
apart and eat their own food after be
ing hand-fed for so long? 

A dead chicken was placed in the 
cage to see what would happen. After 
several days the chicken \vas untouched. 
\Ve then cut the chicken into several 
large pieces. One of the owls jumped 
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down and tried to swalww the large 
p:eces. After several va in attempts, it 
finally started to use its sharp claws 
to hold the meat and then tore smaller 
pieces off with the aid of its hooked 
beak. After several days of tearing 
their food apart, the owls knew how to 
handle whole chickens and rabbits by 
themselves. At this same time, whole 
carp were thrown into the cage. The 
owls did not attempt to eat the whole 
carp although they did eat the fish 
after it had been cut into smaller 
pieces and hand-fed to them. 

Mice caught in traps were also hand
fed to the birds. Although their food 
was usually torn apart before swallow
ing, mice were swallowed whole. 

Since sufficient meat could not be ob
tained to feed both owls, the birds were 
released from the cage. Now they were 
free to go where they pleased; yet at no 
time did they leave the farmstead. They 
flew around in the grove and roosted 
in the trees about our chickens. At no 
time did we ever see the owls eating 
the chickens nor did we find evidence 
that they had done so during the 
nights. Could we trust them further? 

In order to keep them from pouncing 
on our poultry, we continued to chop up 
dead chickens, rabbits, or any raw meat 
which we could get and hand-fed them. 
Both owls would come down at dusk 
whenever we called them by saying, 
"Come and get it". They would fly 
down and sit in front of us and beg 
for food by "snapping" their beaks. If 
a stranger should appear, they would 
fly back up into the trees until the 
stranger had left. 

Again, the immense appetite of the 
(Continued on Page 48) 
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The Kako Morita Painting of the 
Yellow-Headed Blackbird 

The painstakingly accurate watercolor paintings from which 
this plate of the plumages of the Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xan
thocephalus xanthocephalus) was made by a Japanese artist, Kako 
Morita, ur.der the direction of Dr. Thomas S. Roberts at some
time prior to 1916. Dr. Roberts had planned on writing a book on 
the birds of Minnesota ever since his boyhood years when he began 
accumulating field notes. Even before he retired from his active 
medical pr:J.ctice in 1916 and came to the University, he had gone 
so far as to employ Mr. Morita to begin the illustrations for such 
a book. 

Although Mr. Morita did not know birds in the field well 
enough to make life-like paintings, Dr. Roberts was so influenced 
by his remarkable ability to copy feathers that he employed him, 
I believe at his own expense, to make a number of such plates 
from scientific skins in his collection. I recall Dr. Roberts telling 
of showing some of the paintings to ornithologists at a meeting of 
the American Ornithologists' Union and having them mistake the 
paintings at f irst for actual feathers laid on paper. 

This series of plates, of which this is a representative, was 
exhibited for many years in the Museum and the paintings are 
still available for inspection in the Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History Library files . 

This prairie blackbird was first described by Lucien Bonaparte 
in hi s American o~·nithology published in 1825 after the bird was 
first encountered by Thomas Say, naturalist with the Long Ex
pedition which passed through the Minnesota region in 1820. 

Several somewhat inaccurate a ccounts of this species were 
published subsequently before Dr. T. S. Roberts carried on an 
intensive f ield study of a colony of these birds in the Long Meadow 
Marshes in the Minnesota River bottom lands just above Fort 
Snelling in 1918-19. An account of his findings appeared in the 
Auk (Vol. 47. pp. 410) in 1920. His interest in this typically mid
western species resulting from his study undoubtedly prompted 
him to have artist Kako Morita illustrate the various plumages of 
this bird reproduced here. 

An interesting angle of Dr. Roberts' careful study of this 
colony was the fact that the mystery of the disappearance of the 
major part of the young from the nests without damage to the 
nest was never solved. A possible explanation to this mystery 
came to my attention recently in a field observation related by 
our very energetic and successful bird banders, Carl and Ted 
Johnson of Rochester, Minnesota. Sitting in a photographic blind 
near a Yellow-headed nest, Ted saw a mink grasp cane stalks and 
climb vertically up the supports of the nest, take a young black
bird, and leave without the slightest disturbance to the nest or 
surroundings. - W. J. B?·eckenriclge, Minnesota Museum of 
Natural H istory, Univer·sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis 14, Min
nesota 





birds was greater than our meager meat 
supply. Apparer.tly hunger drove one 
of the owls to perform an interesting 
act. 

Several goslings were eating grass 
on the lawn, when suddenly one of 
the owls swooped down toward them. It 
did not strike the gosling. Instead the 
owl laid down in the grass with its feet 
tucked underneath its body and with 
its head stretched out toward the ap
proaching gosling. When the gosling 
came within about six inches of the 
owl's head, the owl jumped up and 
grasped the gosling with its sharp 
claws. The owl didn't proceed to fly 
away nor did it start eating. It merely 
sat there looking at the struggling gos
liJJg and seemed to be wondering what 
to do next. At this time the owl was 
interrupted by my mother who caught 
the owl and returned it to the cage. 

We supposed that the owls would 
soon have learned to catch and kill their 

own food; therefore both owls were kept 
in a cage and fed dead animals. 

Later in the fall both birds were given 
to a friend who mounted the specimens. 

While working with these birds, I 
learned many interesting things about 
owls. Although every detail could not 
be put into this report, much more was 
learned by the author concerning the 
Great Horned Owl. I found that such 
a bird had an immense appetite and 
would learn to hunt and kill its own 
food even after being confined since 
being hatched. 

I would like to mention also that the 
original female returned to the same 
area the following spring and nested 
within 500 feet of its former nest site. 

Although information in this re
port cannot be used as an example of 
scientific research, it is intended to pro
vide interesting information regarding 
behavior of the Great Horned Owl in 
captivity. - Vernon Center, Minnesota 

Hawk Bill Passes Minnesota Legislature 
The Minnesota State Legislature has passed a bill (Chapter 444 HF565) re

moving the Goshawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk and the Cooper's Hawk from the unpro

tected list. Originally Great Horned Owls were included in the bill but omitted in the 

final draft. This bill is designed to stop the indiscriminate shooting of these three 

species of hawks, but it does not prevent them being taken when they are causing 

damage. -DonaldS. Balser, Minnesota Department of Conservation, St. Paul, Min

nesota. 
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The Canadian Lakehead 
by 

A. E. Allin 

The mean temperature for 1958 at 
the Lakehead Meteorological Station was 
36.7" compared to a 30-year normal of 
35.9 °. The winter of 1958-59 was preced
ed by temperatures 4 ° above normal for 
both October and November. December, 
however, was the coldest in Lakehead 
history with a mean of 2.9 ° compared 
to an average of 10.7°. The old record 
was 3.8 ° in 1893. January with a mean 
temperature of 8.4 o was 8.1 ° below 
normal and February's mean of 18.9° 
compared with a normal 21.3 °. A con
solation was the brilliant sunshine - a 
total of 435 hours in the three months. 
In March alone, however, we had 212.8 
hours of sunshine and for the first 
time since November the temperature 
was above normal, 33.5 o, or two degrees 
above the long term average. To the 
end of March the total snowfall was 
53.8" compared with an average of 
85.2". 

At the beginning of April, only a 
trace of snow remained on the open 
ground although traces were still pres
ent in shaded areas until the end of 
the month. At that time, streams 
were open, and very low due to a dry 
warm month. Some small lakes were 
free of ice, and open water stretched 
along the shores of Whitefish Lake. 
All ice had disappearecl from the local 
harbour. 

By the end of April, favoured areas 
were again green with new grass but 
the only flowers were those of the 
Pussy vVillow and Poplar and in the 
gardens, Crocuses, Scilla and Snow
drops. Winter-kill of perennial garden 
plants was low compared to the dis
astrous winter of 1957-58. On April 19, 
the first Wood Frogs were heard at 
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the Lakehead; a week later both Wood 
Frogs and Swamp Tree Frogs were 
singing at Whitefish Lake, and we saw 
our first Bell's Painted Turtles of the 
season on a Iitle slough at Nolalu . 
Whirligig Beetles were gyrating on a 
Paipoonge pool and the occasional Angle
wing was reported. 

A phenomenon of the winter was the 
number of wintering Robins, a subject 
we discussed in the last Flicker. We 
were also favoured with two major 
movements from the north, one by Hawk 
Owls and the other by Bohemian Wax
wings. The latter nomads were once 
regular winter visitors but the last 
major incursion was in 1947. A large 
flock was reported in Port Arthur on 
December 20 by C. MacDonald. On our 
Christmas Census December 26, a total 
of 473 was counted. K. Zroback re
ported 40 at Geraldton and P. Van 
Kerkoerle saw 250 at Marathon on the 
same date. Mrs. L. Howe had seen 13, 
at Dryden, on November 5, 1958. They 
remained there a week, feeding on Bit
tersweet, Honeysuckle and Mountain 
Ash berries. On a trip to Grand Marais 
on January 10, we saw 150 Bohemians, 
two flocks in Cook County and one in 
Ontario. A few were still present in 
Fort Wmiam on April 25, feeding on 
the dried fruit of a Crabapple. 

The Hawk Owl is said to move south 
of its regular breeding range in winter 
to invade the northern tier of States and 
Southern Canada. At least in North
eastern Minnesota and the Thunder 
Bay District of Ontario this movement 
is very irregular. Some winters it may 
be common; for many winters it may 
not be recorded. It lacks the yearly 
movement of the Pine Grosbeak; yet 
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the pattern does not suggest a cycle 
such as the quadrennial one of the 
Snowy Owl. Rather it reminds me 
somewhat of the inegular invasion of 
the Bohemian Waxwing. In 1958-59 
we saw 3 Hawk Owls and a few have 
been reported subsequently by other ob
servers. (Dear found a nest with young 
in O'Connor Township on June 28, 
1926, and K. Campbell found a pair with 
young at Auden, 150 miles northeast 
of the Lakehead, in 1957). Last October, 
Dear saw a Hawk Owl near Pigeon 
River and Garton reported one in the 
same area a week later. Kerkoerle re
ported one shot at Marathon on Novem
ber 17. Mrs. Hogarth saw one near 
Port Arthur on January 25, K. Denis 
and the Robbs reported 3 at Dorion 
on February 28, and the Allins saw one 
northeast of Port Arthur on March 1 
and one near Whitefish Lake on March 
1. The total of nine probably exceed 
all those recorded locally in the past 
two decades. 

In addition to the large number of 
wintering Robins, a few other summer 
residents were reported during the past 
winter. Kerkoerle observed a Rusty 
Blackbird at Marathon on December 
26. A lone Common Crackle was seen 
by Garton in Port Arthur on the same 
date. On February 26, K. Denis and the 
Robbs observed another Rusty Black
bird at the open spring waters of the 
Dorion Fish Hatchery where they also 
saw a Belted Kingfisher, a new winter 
record for the Canadian Lakehead. An
other uncommon winter visitor was the 
Tree Sparrow seen near Pigeon River 
on February 22. A few wintering Cedar 
Waxwings were seen. From Atikokan 
Mrs. Peruniak reported a Common Snipe 
on January 13. The temperature was 
-38 ' ! It was wintering near some open 
water at Steep Rock Lake. A number 
of Common Golden-eyes and Common 
Mergansers wintered at the Dorion Fish 
Hatchery. 

The Gray Shrike was uncommon 
during the past winter. One was seen 
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on Decembe1· 26 in Port Arthur and 
S. Robb saw one in Fort William on 
March 1. On March 27, the Allins drove 
to Lutsen. On the return trip we saw 
2 Northern Shrikes in Cook County. A 
third was seen and heard singing north 
of the Pigeon River border. Two others 
were reported at the Lakehead on the 
same day. This species was also un
common locally in the winter of 1957-58 
but on March 30, the Allins and Robbs 
saw four. Does this suggest a north
ward migration about the end of March? 

Apart from the Hawk Owl, the win
ter of 1958-59 was a poor one for ob
serving owls. Two Snowy Owls were 
seen late in 1958. vVe saw one on Jan
uary 3 and another on March 14. T . 
Perrons reported another in January. 
K. Denis saw one in Port Arthur on 
April 7. J. Ross heard the song of a 
Saw-whet Owl at Whitefish Lake on 
March 7 and again on March 28. A 
Great Horned Owl was heard on Feb
ruary 4. 

Apparently the Magpie is moving 
eastward. One was reported near She
bandowan about 15 years ago. vVe have 
reported i!1 these columns the onP. killed 
at Long Lac, two years ago, the one 
trapped near Kakabeka Falls by H. 
Broome on January 14, 1958 and the 
one seen on October 25 and 26, 1958 
by Miss D. Adams near Dinorwic. There 
have been reports of Magpies being 
seen at Cloud Bay and at Sibley. One 
was reported in Fort William on April 
26 by Miss M. Smith. Four years ago 
Mrs. L. Howe reported one at Dryden; 
this year she reports 7 to 10 were to be 
seen about lumber camps. On Novem
ber 10, she saw three feeding on the re
mains of a trapped Beaver. Mrs. Per
uniak reported one from Atikokan last 
October and saw another on March 23 
at their local garbage dump. 

It seems these columns are never 
complete without mention of the Raven, 
probably my favorite bird. Recently 
a local naturalist writing to the press 
referred to the "dreary Raven". Other 
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naturalists supported her description. 
Have they only heard their admittedly 
dismal croak? Even so it epitomizes 
the lonely winter scene, as we hear it 
passing over town or woodlot. But 
have they never heard its amazing rep
ertoire of notes, particularly in the fall? 
They have amused me for hours as we 
have sat our vigil in a Whitefish Lake 
duckblind. Have they never seen its 
amazing antics particularly in spring 
as the breeding season approaches? Ap
parently not, or we would never hear a 
reference to it being dreary. They 
continue to increase in numbers. We 
counted 175 on our 1958 Christmas Cen
sus. Mrs. Peruniak reported 50 on the 
Atikokan dump on January 20. Most 
of them had disappeared by the end 
of March but we watched 3 on April 
5, at the mouth of the Kaministiquia 
River, riding the air currents, falling 
through space, and calling to one an
other. It was obvious that there are 
triangles even among Ravens! 

It had been expected that the 1958 
season would see a further increase in 
the Ruffed Grouse population which 
should have been on the upswing of its 
cycle. Something happened, however, 
early in the breeding season and the 
numbers reported in the fall did not 
meet expectations. Perhaps weather 
conditions were unfavorable. The lat
ter part of May was cold and June was 
4 ' below normal. Few days in late May 
and early June were without precipita
tion. In a recent talk at the annual 
family dinner of the Thunder Bay Fish 
and Game Association, Dr. vV. J . K. 
Harkness, Chief of the Wildlife Divi
sion of the Ontario Department of Lands 
and Forests, inferred that this decline 
was general for the hundreds of miles 
across Ontario from Manitoba to the 
Quebec border. His staff was at a loss 
as to where we stood at present in the 
10-year cycle but trusted investigations 
during the current year might enlighten 
us. Perhaps it is significant that we 
have seen more Ruffed Grouse this 
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spring than on any previous one in the 
past two decades. Unfortunately many 
have been killed on the highways. 

A few Gray Partridge still sur
vive but the birds have failed to 
multiply to any extent since their in
troduction more than three decades ago. 
At least two Ring-necked Pheasants 
have been seen recently southwest of the 
Lakehead. They were re-introduced a 
few years ago. The past two winters 
with their low snowfall have been 
favourable for their survival. Unin
formed individuals will be encouraged 
to spend more money and time on futile 
efforts to introduce the species in the 
vain hope it may become a gamebird. 
At the most we may expect a few will 
persist to provide, as does the Gray 
Partridge, an interesting addition to 
our avian fauna. There have been no 
authentic reports of the survival of 
the Blue Grouse introduced into Sibley 
Park a few years ago. Nor do we have 
any information on the present status 
of the Spruce Grouse in the surrounding 
districts. The Sharp-tailed Grouse con
tinues to be a relatively scarce resi
dent occurring in numbers in only a few 
favoured areas. 

As usual, the Common Crow was the 
first migrant. Two were seen on March 
14. Very few were present on the 
morning of March 27 as we drove to 
Lutsen but they were common on our 
return that afternoon to Thunder Bay 
District. The first Herring Gull was 
reported on March 21. The third mi
grant was the Common Redpoll, first 
seen on March 22. A few flocks were 
noted in the next two weeks but the 
great flocks sometimes seen in spring 
did not materialize. 

The Marsh Hawks were very scarce at 
the Lakehead in 1958 but this year they 
have been very common. 

Mrs. Knowles reported the first on 
March 29. By late April many of these 
Harriers could be seen on any trip 
through the country. The American 
Sparrow Hawk, usually our most abund-
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ant raptore, is present in its usual num
bers. Col. Dear, still active in his 
seventy-fifth year, despite recent severe 
illnesses, reported the first one on April 
9. Only a single Sharp-shinned Hawk 
has been seen and few Red-tailed Hawks 
have been re.corded. We did not see 
an American Rough-legged Hawk until 
April 26. 

As noted above, Common Golden-eyes 
and Common Mergansers wintered at 
the Dorion Fish Hatchery. Many Gold
en-eyes were also present on the open 
waters of the Nipigon River. The 
whistlers were occupying new areas 
by Apri l 7 and mergansers were seen on 
April 19. Black Ducks appeared on 
April 5, Mallards on April 14 and Pin
tails on April 17. The great flocks of 
northbound ducks, however, are just 
arriving at the present time and it 
seems best to leave a review of their 
spring migration to a future issue of 
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The Flicker. A small flock of Canada 
Geese was seen on April 17. A single 
Whistling Swan was reported on April 
19. Only three shore-birds have been 
seen, viz. the Killdeer which arrived on 
April 12 and the two species of yellow
legs. Three Greater Y ellowlegs were 
attempting to find food along the frozen 
shores of Thunder Bay on April 16 and 
the first Lesser Y ellowlegs were seen 
on April 27. 

There has been recent concern over 
loss of bird-life due to storms, severe 
winters in the south, and particulal'ly 
due to indiscriminate use of insecticides. 
The birds concerned have included both 
the Eastern Bluebird and the Robin. 
The former is a relatively uncommon 
summer resident but to date only one 
Bluebird has been reported. The Robin 
on the other hand is most abundant. One 
appeared in Fort William on March 31. 
They increased until mid-April by 
which time all their former territories 
appeared occupied. I cannot recall a 
season in the past two decades when 
Robins have been as common in Fort 
William as they are this year. We sus
pect a small flock seen in O'Connor 
Township on April 26, were northern 
birds and not local residents. Usually, 
however, it is early May before that 
movement is noted here and in Manitoba. 

By mid-April, more migrants had been 
reported than in any year, except 1949, 
since we commenced records in 1938. 
Subsequently, however, the tempo de
creased and at the end of April migra
tion is behind the average. Apart from 
the numbers of Robins and Marsh 
Hawks, the most interesting feature 
has been the movement of early spar
rows and buntings. Slate-colored Jun
cos appeared on April 7 and Tree Spar
rows on April 18. Their numbers 
steadily increased and on April 26, 
flocks of these birds were present every
where. By the same time Song Spar
rows, which had appeared as early as 
April 11, were also common. The Robbs 
reported Snow Buntings on April 9 
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and Lapland Longspurs on April 18. 
The former increased until flocks of 
many hundreds were seen near the ele
vators. On April 26, we saw a mixed 
flock of Snow Buntings and Lapland 
Longspurs. Both species flew into a 
grove of trees! On a previous occasion 
we saw Snow Buntings lined up like 
swallows on telephone wires. We were 
fortunate in hearing Longspurs sing for 
the first time. 

Few years pass without a few Fox 
Sparrows being reported during a few 
days in mid-April. This year they have 
been unusually common since first noted 
on April 16. Generally they have been 
associated with the mixed flocks of 
Juncos and Tree Sparrows. On several 
occasions we have heard th0m singing. 
Perhaps their song is not yet fully 
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developed. Perhaps I fail to appreci
ate it as my friends fail to appreciate 
the notes of the Raven. At any rate we 
were again disappointed in their song 
as we have been in the past. Where was 
the "loud, clear melodious carol'' (Reed), 
"the variable carol of clear melodious 
notes, richer than any other sparrow" 
(Pough)? Perhaps Brook Atkinson best 
described it in his East of the Hudson 
when he referred to "the fragile, lumin
ous aria of the Fox Sparrow." Cer
tainly as heard locally, it cannot com
pare with the sweet notes of the White
throated Sparrow, the seldom-heard, 
bubbling song of the Lincoln's Spar
row or at eventide the sweet melody of 
the Vesper Sparrow-perhaps my favor
ite songster. - Regional Laboratory, 
Ontario Department of Health, Fort Wil
linm, Ontario. 
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The Minnesota Christmas Census of 1958 
by 

Jane C. Olyphant 

One hundred and fifty-one observers 
amassed a record number of both indi
viduals and species during the 1958 
Christmas bird count. These totals, 
18,789 individual birds, and 82 species, 
compare with 13,320 individuals, and 
70 species for 1957. However, based 
on the number of miles traveled (1866 
for 1958, compared with 953 for 1957), 
and a much expandeu force of observ
ers 151 (nearly double the 1957 figure 
of 78), the conclusion is evident that the 
"1958 Counters" worked hard for their 
birds. 

New species include: Horned Grebe, 
Canada Goose, Bufflehead, Common 
Snipe, Iceland Gull, Winter Wren, Blue
bird, Brown Thrasher, Killdeer, Horned 
Lark, and Lapland Longspur. The de
crease of water-fowl is evident, as indi
cated by the ratio of 420 mallards for 
1958 compared to 1815 for 1957. A 
similar decrease in formerly common 
winter visitors is shown by the counts 
for the Pine Grosbeak, 79 for 1958 
compared to 590 for 1957, and Common 
Redpoll, lOG for 1958 compared to 1110 
for 1957. Increases were noted for Bo
hemian \V axwings, from 297 to 587, 
Cedar Waxwings 15 for 1957, to 142 for 
1958; Starlings were up about 1500, 
Redwing Blackbirds 11 for '57 to 1449 
for '58; Slate-colored Juncos, up about 
400, and Tree Sparrows from 219 in 
'57 to 1094 in '58. 

Extremely low temperatures, wind, 
and scarcity of open water, were com
mon to most of the count areas, and 
presumably account for the somewhat 
lower density of sighted birds; 10 per 
mile compared to 14 per mile for 1957. 
Otherwise we at h e r conditions and 
amounts of snow varied considerably 
throughout the state. 
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The Editor of The Flicker did not 
receive 3 census reports. Without a 
copy of the AUDUBON FIELD NOTES 
-59th CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
(published in April, 1959), a complete 
Minnesota census could not have been 
compiled. In t h e future, compilers 
should be sure that a copy of their 
census is sent to the Editor of The 
Flicke1·, also, so as to assure a com
plete census for the State of Minne
sota. 

The author is pleased to note the ac
curate accounts of ''•<!ather conditions, 
descriptions of areas covered, number 
of miles covered, etc. As a result of 
these available details, a clearer picture 
of the census 1·eports is presented for 
Minnesota bird enthusiasts. 

HIBBING-Dec. 21, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
(All points within a 15 mile diameter 
c'rcle center Hibbing; streets 5o/o, lake 
shorelines 5 o/o , open farmlands 10%, bal
sam-tamarack bog 20o/o, pine forest 40 %, 
poplar-birch forest 20o/o) Temp. -30 to 
-1, wind NW, 5-10 m.p.m. 15 observers 
in 3 parties. Total party hours, 22 ( 4 
on foot, 18 by car) . Total party miles, 
108 (10 on foot, 98 by car). Seen in 
count period but not on count day: Long 
Eared Owl, White-winged Crossbill. 
Participants: Lee Ann LaTendresse, 
Mrs. Oscar McCracken, Catherine Mi
censky, Mrs. Ray Naddy, Ray Naddy 
(compiler), Floyd Parker, Joltn Parker, 
Mary Parker, Frank Pingatore, Karen 
Pingatore (Little Swan 4-H Club). 

DULUTH BIRD CLUB-Dec. 28, 6:30 
a.m. - 5:15 p.m. (Area covered: St. 
Louis Bay and River, Lake Superior 
shoreline to Encampment Forest, ex
cluding Minnesota Point, and several 
Duluth parks and Duluth City Dump). 
Town suburbs 15%, Parks and highways 
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75 o/o , dump 5%, and feeding stations 
5o/o . Temp. 27 to 36, wind calm, sky 
overcast all day. Fifteen observers in 8 
parties. Total party hours 371/4 (22% 
on foot, 14112 by car). Total party miles 
193 plus (25 on foot, 168 by car). Seen 
during count period but not on count 
day: Great Black-backed Gull, Snowy 
Owl, Red Crossbill. Participants: June 
Anderson, Stanley Anderson, Joel K. 
Bronoel, Margaret Brown, Miriam Carl
stedt, Bob R. Cohen, Harold B. Evans, 
Dr. Edward Flaccus, Henry Gilbert, 
John G. Hale, Steven Hedman, Dr. P. B. 
Hofslund, Gary C. Kuyava (compiler), 
Charles Roulo, and Larry Snyder. 

MOORHEAD-Dec. 27, 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. (All points within a 7V2 mile 
radius centering on Red River 4V2 miles 
north of Fargo, N.D., including Red 
River valley from Riverside Cemetery 
north to confluence of Red and Shey
enne Rivers). Agricultural land 26 %, 
city parks and cemetery 25 o/o , flood plain 
deciduous growth 22 %, deciduous shelter 
belts 13 o/o , coniferous shelter belts 5%, 
city 5o/o , oak woods 2o/o , marsh 2 %. 
Temp. 24 to 28. Overcast. Wind N -SE, 
3-11 mph. About 1 inch of old snow, 
scattered drifts, smaller streams frozen. 
Red River open several places north of 
Fargo. Five observers in 2-5 parties. 
Total party hours 41.4. Participants: 
John F. Anderson, J. Frank Cassel 
(compiler), Dr. and Mrs. Frank M. 
Melton, David Noetzel. 

LAKELAND COMMUNITY-Dec. 29, 
8:30 to 4:30. (All points within a 15 
mile diameter circle center in Sec. 2-
R57-T16 in St. Louis County, including 
around Cedar Island, and Eshquaguama, 
Lost, Trappers and Bass Lakes). Pine 
forests 50 o/o , mixed woodlands 25 o/o , 
shoreline 10%, open farmland 10%, 
tamarack swamp 5 o/o. Temp. -5 to 10 
above. Clear. Wind NW 5 mph. Two 
feet of snow, water areas frozen. Eight 
observers in one party. Total party 
hours 8. Total party miles 28 (3 on foot, 
25 by car). Seen in area count period 
but not on count day: Pileated Wood-
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peeker, Pine Siskin, Snow Bunting. 
Harold J. Oase (compiler for Lakeland 
Jr. 4-H Club). 

WALKER-Dec. 28, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(All points within a 15 mile diameter 
circle center at highway intersection 
5 miles south of Walker as in former 
years). Temp. 16 to 24, cloudy, heavy 
hoarfrost. Wind NW 5 mph, 4-5 inches 
of snow. Lakes frozen, few streams open. 
Two observers in one party. Total party 
hours 8. ( 3 on foot, 5 by car). Total 
party miles 45 ( 3 on foot, 42 by car) . 
Seen in area count period but not on 
count day: Bald Eagle, American Mag
pie, Tree Sparrow. Participants: Har
old R. Hanson (compiler), Stanton 
Oman. 

ST. CLOUD BIRD CLUB-Dec. 26, 
(Areas around homes of some members 
of St. Cloud Bird Club, region north of 
St. Cloud along Mississippi River, cam
pus of College of St. Benedict, St. 
Joseph, Minnesota, 5 miles northwest of 
St. Joseph, and campus of St. John's 
University. Temp. 28 to 30, clear and 
mild, wind 8 mph. Participants: Dr. 
Max Partch, St. Cloud State College; 
Mr. Edmond Hibbard, St. John's Uni
versity; Sr. Ramburta, College of St. 
Benedict; Mr. George Lehrke, Pres. St. 
Cloud Bird Club; Mrs. George Lehrke, 
Mrs. Alys Misho, Lorreta Rosenberger, 
Monica Misho, and Adella Glass. 

NORTH-EASTERN SUBURBAN ST. 
PAUL-Dec. 27, 7:45 to 4 p.m. (All 
points within a 15 mile diameter circle, 
center at junction of Rt. 96 and Wash
ington CTy. Rt. 22 West to Centerville 
Road, East to St. Croix River, South to 
junction of Rts. 100 and 212, East to 
Bayport). Deciduous woods 30 o/o , lakes 
and marshes 20 %, River valleys 4o/o , 
open fields, farmlands 45 o/o , evergreen 
stands 1% . Lakes frozen, St. Croix 
River partially open on Minnesota side 
near Bayport. Temp. 26 to 40; cloudy, 
wind NNW 10 to 15 mph. One inch of 
snow on ground. Fifteen observers in 6 
parties. Total party hours 38 (20 on 
foot, 18 by car). Total party miles 258 
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HORNED GREBE 2 2 

CANlDA GOOSE 12 12 

MALLARD 397 1 2 1 4 15 420 

BLACK DUCK 13 13 

LESSER SCAUP 25 2 27 

COMMON GOLDEN EY E 115 8 1BO 17 240 5 565 

BUFFLEHEAD 1 1 

COMMON MERGANSER 6 6 

COMMON SN IPE 3 1 4 

TURKEY VULTURE 
GOSHAWK 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
RED-TAILED HAWK 1 1 6 4 4 16 

COOPER'S HAWK 1 1 

RED-SHOULDER :!D HAWK 3 1 4 

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK 1 4 

BALD EAGLE 1 1 1 3 

BROAD-WINGED HAWK 2 2 

MARSH HAWK -

HARLAN'S HAWK 
SPARROW HAWK 1 1 4 3 6 1 1 1 1 19 

RUFFED GROUSE 12 7 2 5 2 22 15 8 73 

SHARP-TAILED GROUSE 3 1 4 

RING-NECKED PHEASANT 4 4 3 4 33 5 102 59 27 4 10 3 B 266 

KILLD"; ER 4 4 

GLAUCOUS GULL 5 5 

1--,3 ICELAND GULL 1 

::I1 HERRING GULL 700 4 704 
trj R l NG-~ ! LLED GULL 53 s:i 
>:::j MOURN•NG DOVE 6 20 26 

t"' SCREECH OWL 1 1 2 
...... 

GREAT HORNED OWL 1 3 3 7 14 (') 

~ SNOWY OWL 1 1 
trj BARRED OWL 3 1 1 1 6 
::0 LONG-EARED OWL 1 1 2 4 

BELTED KINGFISHER 1 3 3 7 

YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER 1 1 2 4 

PILEATEDWOODPECKER 1 1 2 2 4 7 1 2 20 
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RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER ---- 2 1 15 3 7 5 9 2 44 
RED-HEADED -WOODPECKER 4 3 7 
HAIRY WOODPECKER 4 8 1 2 9 1 6 7 9 2 39 6 1 27 2 5 8 137 
DOWNYWOODPECKER 1 28 5 2 5 5 9 9 14 1 62 7 2 62 4 4 5 225 
GRAYJAY 4 1 2 1 8 
BLUE- JAY 12 9 1 3 23 5 24 12 17 2 96 11 63 5 21 30 334 
HORNED LARK 2 2 
COMMON RAVEN 7 25 1 33 
COMMON CROW 1 10 101 125 46 8 33 39 2 17 4 3 111 500 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 40 91 8 42 55 45 71 90 144 16 278 57 2 196 40 20 18 1214 
BOREAL CHICKADEE 1 1 
TUFTED TITMOUSE 3 1 6 5 2 7 8 3 35 
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 3 9 5 14 7 13 12 56 129 24 60 15 12 15 374 
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 3 28 3 2 3 5 44 
BROWN CREEPER 1 1 1 2 1 9 1 10 1 2 29 
CAROLINA WREN 
WINTER WREN 
BROWN THRASHER 1 1 
BLU ! BIRD 6 6 
ROBIN 2 1 1 2 2 1 9 
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 3 2 34 37 5 3 84 
BOHEMIAN WAXWING 200 4 162 30 6 185 587 
CEDAR WAXWING 60 82 142 
NORTHERN SHRIKE 4 2 1 2 2 1 2 14 
STARLING 68 324 24 12 30 66 100 159 11 631 299 100 170 50 116 129 2289 
HoUSE SPARROW 22 45 41 75 50 279 150 1057 2426 614 14 71 50 250 35 5179 
EASTERN MEADOWLARK 2 2 
REDWINGED BLACKBIRD 1 23 200 1200 25 1449 
COMMON GRACKLE 1 3 4 
RUSTY BLACKBIRD 41 41 
CARDINAL 1 2 7 2 10 9 66 4 52 20 60 33 236 
EVENiNG GROSSBEAK 102 165 20 3 290 
PuRPLE- FINCH 2 1 6 22 36 62 129 
PINE GROSSBEAK 3 59 2 15 79 
COMMON REDPOLL 2 32 15 35 22 106 
PINE SISKIN 6 25 23 54 
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 8 4 48 242 63 2 10 3 7 387 
SLATE-COLORED JUNCO 1 2 72 25 65 95 353 58 244 100 29 24 1068 
OREGON JUNCO 2 1 3 
TREE SPARROW 2 33 5 121 2 495 61 123 100 120 32 1094 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 1 1 
SONG SPARROW 2 1 1 4 
LAPLAND LONGSPUR 2 2 
SNOW BUNTING 96 23 65 184 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 281 1876 125 60 491 321 915 1035 2416 132 6399 1716 126 1228 455 708 505 18789 
TDTAL- SPECIES 17 39 12 9 21 23 24 29 30 13 42 21 8 28 24 25 28 82 



(29 on foot, 229 by car). Participants: 
Mrs. Jos. Fitzpatrick, John Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. C. Robert Binger, Mrs. Donald 
Gipple, Mrs. Thos. McClanahan, Mrs. 
Ke:meth Young, Miss Cara Young, Mr. 
and Mrs. Francis Lee Jacques, Miss 
Mary Crombie, Mr. Murray Olyphant 
Jr., Mrs. Murray Olyphant Jr. (compil
er), Mr. and Mrs. C. John Kennedy, Mr. 
Dale Haswell. 

ST. PAUL NORTH-Dec. 27, 7:45 to 
4:45 p.m. (All points within a 15 mile 
diameter circle, center at Round Lake 
near Little Canada). Pine Forest 35 % , 
spruce-balsam 10% , tamarack 5%, open 
fields 10% , deciduous woods 20 % , farm 
woodlots 10% , marshes 10%. Temp. 27 to 
33.Cloudy, wind W, 5-8 m.p.h. 1-2 inches 
of snow in woods, Jakes mostly icebound. 
7 observers in 2-3 parties. Total party 
hours 25 (19 on foot, 6 by car). Total 
party miles 40 (16 on foot, 24 by car). 
Seen in count period but not on count 
day: Rough-legged Hawk, Rufous-sided 
Towhee. Participants: Melba Dahms, 
Frank Kelley, Brother Martin, Brother 
Pius, A. C. Rosenwinkel (compiler), R. 
Sullivan, Mrs. R. Sullivan. 

MINNEAPOLIS WEST -AVIFAUN
AL CLUB - Dec. 27, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(All points within a 15-mile diameter 
circle, center on Minneapolis Golf Course, 
extending to junctions of Highways 55 
and 101; Robbinsdale, Edina, Hopkins, 
and including Theodore Wirth Park, and 
Roberts Bird Sanctuary). Town sub
urbs 47% , open farmland 24% , deciduous 
woods 16% , lakes, marshes, creeks 8% , 
City parks and golf courses 5o/o . Temp. 
25 to 33, cloudy, wind W, 9 m.p.h.; ground 
bare except in sheltered areas; portions 
of Mississippi River, Bassett's Creek, and 
Lake Calhoun open. 8 observers in 4 par
ties. Total party hours 23 (8 on foot, 15 
by car). Total party miles 190 (13 on 
foot, 177 by car). Seen during count per
iod but not on count day: Robin. Partici
pants: G. F. Fisher, J. S. Futcher (com
piler), Ray Glassel, Burton Guttman, 
Harding Huber, Norie Jones, W. R. Piep
er. 
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MINNESOTA BIRD CLUB - CED
AR CREEK BOG - Dec. 27, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. (All points within a 15-mile dia
meter circle, center on Cedar Creek Game 
Refuge). Temp. 26 to 32, overcast, calm. 
11 observers in 2 parties. Total party 
hours 10 ( 8 on foot, 2 by car). Total 
party miles 10 (7 on foot, 3 by car). Par
ticipants: W. J. Breckenridge, Robert 
Janssen (compiler). 

EXCELSIOR - Dec. 27, 8 a .m. to 4 
p.m. (All points within a 15-mile diamet
er circle, center Chanhassen, including 
areas about Lake Minnetonka, Glen Lake, 
Christmas Lake, Shakopee). Pasture and 
open fields 40 % , deciduous woodland and 
planted evergreens 30 % , frozen rivers, 
lakes, and marshland 30 o/o . Temp. 22 to 
32, cloudy; wind SW 6 m.p.h. Old snow 
in woods. 20 observers in 9 parties. Total 
party hours 74 (29 on foot, 45 by car). 
Total party miles 420 ( 46 on foot, 37 4 by 
car). Seen in count period but not count 
clay: Yell ow Shafted Flicker. Partici
pants: Lester Badger, Don Bice, Evelyn 
Bruce, Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Herz, Mary 
Lupient (compiler), Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Pratt, John Pratt, Walter Pratt, Dana 
Struthers, ·ward D. Tanner, Arnold 
Erickson, Mr. and Mrs. Whitney East
man, Brother Theodore, Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip D. Tryon, Ray Walker, James 
Wilkie. 

MINNEAPOLIS BIRD CLUB- Dec. 
27,8 am. to 4:30p.m. (All points within 
a 15-mile diameter circle, center Coon 
Creek Dam, from Camden Park to An
oka, both sides of Mississippi River). 
Open farmland 40 % , town suburbs 44 % , 
deciduous farm woodlots 12% , deciduous 
river banks and valleys 2% , marshes and 
sloughs 2% . Temp. 26 to 33, overcast, 
wind WNW 8 m.p.h. Little snow, Mis
sippi River open below Coon Creek Dam. 
15 observers in 6 parties. Total party 
hours 29 (6 on foot, 23 by car). Total 
party miles 328 (11 on foot, 317 by car) . 
Participants: Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Cook, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cruzen, Ester Jera
bek, 0 . V. Johnson, Frances Korista, 
Paul LaPlant, Ralph LaPlant, Mr. and 
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Mrs. Boyd Lien (compilers), Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Stenrud, Charles Wright, 
Kristin Wright. 

WILLMAR-SIBLEY STATE PARK 
-Dec. 26, 12:30 to 3 p.m. (Area cover
ed: Eagle Lake north to Sibley State 
Park, along shore to Lake Andrew near 
the group camp - through the camp
ground to the top of Mt. Tom; continu
ing along the west side of Lake Andrew, 
down Little Crow Trail to Eagle Lake. 
Open farmlands 95%, wooded lakeshore 
2 o/o , open woods 3o/o. 2 observers in 1 
party. Participants: Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Payne (compilers). 

AFTON- Dec. 20, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. (All points within a 15-mile diamet
er circle, center at Afton, making a 
semi-circle on west side of St. Croix Riv
er). Open farmland 70 % , deciduous 
wooded river banks, hills and valleys 
30 o/o . Temp. 0 to 14 above, overcast; 
wind SSW 5 to 11 m.p.h. Little snow, St. 
Croix River frozen. 10 observers in 7 par
ties. Total party hours 30 (24 on foot, 6 
by car). Total party miles 65 (12 on foot, 
53 by car). Seen in area count per:od, 
but not on count day: Red-tailed Hawk, 
Cedar vVaxwing, Oregon Junco. Partic
ipants: Mr. and Mrs. Coy Asp, Ruth 
Carey, Oliver Charley, Mrs. Fremont 
Jewell, Mr. and Mrs. Boyd M. Lien 
(compilers), Min Paro, Mrs. Ralph 
Paulson, Mr. and Mrs. Emil Spreeman. 

NORTHFIELD - Dec. 27, 7:45 to 
4:30 p.m. (All points within a 15-mile 
diameter circle, same as last year). 
Temp. 26 to 34, clear, wind W 5 to 10 
m.p.h., littl e snow cover. Cannon River 
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open; other waters frozen. 2 observers 
in 1 party. Total party hours 8% (5% 
on foot, 3 by car). Total party miles 35 
(5 on foot 30 by car). Participants: 
George Palmer, Orwin A. Rustad (com
piler). 

PLAINVIEW WHITEWATER 
STATE PARK -Dec. 31, 9:45a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. (Area covered: from Plain
view by car via Highway 42 to Kellogg, 
Minn. and the Mississippi River; then 
to Weaver and to Whitewater Game Re
fuge.) Temp. 10 to 20, clear to partly 
cloudy; wind E, 5 m.p.h.; very little 
snow. Mississippi River almost com
pletely frozen. 2 observers in 1 party. 
Total party hours 8 1h (1 %, by car, 6%, 
on foot). Total party miles 48 ( 40 by car, 
8 on foot). Participants: Dr. and Mrs. D. 
G. Mahle (compilers). 

KASSON- WHITEWATER STATE 
PARK AND GAME REFUGE 
- Dec. 27, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. (All points 
within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 
at Refuge Headquarters, same areas as 
last year, plus pines at northern edge of 
Park; Highway 74 through Refuge to 
Appleby Springs; trash pit at Altura; 
Fish Hatchery). Oak woodland 70 o/o, 
brushland 20 % , crops and pasture 10o/o. 
Temp. 26 to 44, wind S 5-10 m.p.h.,ground 
party snow covered; Whitewater River 
open. 6 observers in 1 party. Total party 
hours 9 (1 on foot, 8 by car). Total par
ty miles 98 ( 30 on foot, 68 by car). Par
ticipants: Kendall Corbin Jr., Wm. 
Longley, Don Orke, Mrs. Frank Pendle, 
Gary Sell, Forest Strnad (compiler). -
St. Paul , Minnesota 
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Notes of Interest 
GROOVE-BILLED ANI IN LAC QUI PARLE COUNTY- "Should a Groove

billed Ani ever again be seen in Minnesota it would instantly be recognized as some 
new and strange bird." Thus did Dr. T. S. Roberts in his Birds of Minnesota refer to 
an appearance in 1913 of this tropical member of the cuckoo family. 

The school children of a county school near Nassau, Minnesota in Lac qui Parle 
County found their natural history studies enlivened when they were challenged to 
identify "a new and strange bird." A mounted specimen had been brought to the 
school by a local farmer who found the bird dead in his farm yard on October 20, 
1958. The limited bird references of the school were of little help in naming the 
strange-billed black bird . . . 

A trip to the. Madison public library followed. Here they were referred to Mrs. 
C. E. Peterson, who is an able authority and well known to Minnesota bird lovers. 
From her they learned the exciting news that this was indeed a rare specimen, a 
tropical bird found raraly as far north as Kansas and only once previously reported 
in Minnesota. 

School children of Panama would not consider this bird strange or unusual. It is 
known to them as "Garra Patero" or Tick Bird as it often is found around cattle, 
frequently perched on their backs feeding on the pestilent tick. The Groove-billed Ani 
although a member of the cuckoo family is quite different from other Cuculidae in 
appearance and habits. It does, however, have the typical family trait of lieing yoke
toed, two toes in front and two behind. "It is a black bird, considerably smaller than 
a grackle, with a long graduated tail, a bare face, and a short, high bill much com
pressed, the upper mandible conspicuously grooved and crested" (Roberts, Birds of 
Minnesota 1932). 

Our Minnesota school children and their teacher found their problem in identifi
cat;on to measure 14 inches long overall, tail seven inches long. The bill and the toes 
were the distinctive features which enabled them to identify it as an ani. With three 
grooves along each side of the crested bill it was cer tainly a Groove-billed Ani. 

During his recent visit to Minneapolis, Dr. George Sutton recalled several reports 
of the Groove-billed Ani being sighted in Oklahoma last fall. That such a bird turned 
up in Minnesota is rare indeed, and surely a unique problem for the children of a 
rural school. - Goodman nnd Marg e Larson, Hopkins, Minnesota 

* * * 
EARLY AND LATE ARRIVALS- On Sunday, March 22, one lone Tree Swal

low was observed at Maple Lake, near Annandale, Wright County, Minnesota. Al
though the lake was still frozen over, the ice was melting along the edges, and the bird 
was seen picking up insects at the shore line. Roberts lists the early date for this 
species as March 29. 

Two Water Pipits were seen on March 29 at Rice Lake, Carver County, by Brian 
Smith and me. They were feeding in the flooded edge of the field to the north of the 
lake. This, according to Roberts, represents an early date for pipits. 

For late arrivals I mention the following observations. Approximately 200 Blue 
and Snow Geese were seen in two "V" lines- one group a few yards behind the other 
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- on Sunday, May 10, flying over Benilde High School, St. Louis Park. About 95 o/r 
were Blue Geese. 

On Saturday, May 16, one Pine Siskin was observed in Wood Lawn Cemetery, 
Winona, by Robert Janssen, the Huber brothers and me. On the same trip a Brown 
Creeper was seen in the river bottoms near LaCrescent. Since I have previous records 
for this bird, in June 1952 and July 1955, I have suspected the creeper nests there, 
but have never found a nest. - Brothe1· Theodore, F .S.C., B enilde ffigh School, St. 
Louis Park, 16, Minnesota 

* * * 
BLACK-BILLED MAGPIES IN WADENA COUNTY- The following obser

vations on magpies were made in the vicinity of my home located southeast of Nim
rod and along the route to school in Sebeka. 

On February 20, 1958 while I was riding the school bus, I noticed a jay-like bird 
with a noticeably longer tail flying across the road and over the bus. Presently the 
black and white pattern became apparent and it was then that I knew I had seen 
my first magpie. Magpies had been seen before in this immediate locality for the past 
six years by people familiar with magpies from further west, but this was the first 
time I had ever seen one. 

On October 11, 1958 while grouse hunting, I heard a strange chattering and 
somewhat flicker-like call coming from a grove of poplar trees. My curiosity aroused, 
I followed the sound and soon flushed a magpie. In the next few days single magpies 
and small flocks became more common. One day a neighbor boy who lives on a mink 
farm came and talked to me about approximately 18 strange long-tailed birds that 
were eating on some animal remains in their pasture. I investigated soon after and 
found them to be magpies as I had suspected. On October 18 at this same place there 
were five magpies, two ravens, a few crows, and one blue jay all feeding on animal 
r emains within a stone's throw of each other. One of the ravens was shot to confirm 
the identification of this species. 

Later in the fall, flocks grew larger and were observed throughout the whole 
county and their presence raised many a question regarding their identity from 
people who were unfamiliar with them. Three specimens which were caught in traps 
or shot were brought to me where they are now mounted. 

The largest flocks seen were two flocks in late February which were a long dis
tance apart from each other. They contained a minimum count of 34 in one flock and 
about as many in the second. In all I saw and recorded 176 magpies, dead and alive, 
this figure carefully excluding those suspected of being repeats. 

The magpies seemed to be entirely carnivorous as far as observations and stom
ach observations proved. There were a lot of dead animals from accidental deaths 
which attracted a great number of them locally. About 90 per cent of the magpies 
seen were encountered in deciduous terrain chiefly of red or scrub oak forests while 
nearly all the magpies seemed to avoid the evergreen forests entirely. As a coinci
dence with the presence of so many magpies the blue jay population was diminished. 
This leaves me to wonder if the magpies pushed the jays out of their habitat. In the 
fall, the magpies were easily approached to within close distances, but during the 
spring they grew very shy and suspicious. Also, during the spring they broke up 
their ordinary chatter with somewhat musical and much varied sounds. I last saw a 
magpie on April 25, so there may possibly be magpies breeding here. - Richard 
Oehlenschla,qer, S ebeka, Minnesota 
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LONG-EARED OWLS IN SCOTT AND HENNEPIN COUNTIES- A pair 
of Long-eared Owls were seen at the J. vV. Wilkie residence in Eden Prairie, Hen
nepin County, north of Fisher Lake, in December of 1958. By January of 1959, they 
had apparently moved out. Then a pair (presumably the same pair) was reported 
in a stand of evergreens on the south shore of Fisher Lake, Scott County. The stand 
measured about 60 yards east-west and 30 yards north-south and was just across 
Highway 101 from the Stagecoach Cafe. 

On the eighth of February, we again visited the evergreen stand, and this time 
we found ten individuals (presumably the original pair and eight new arrivals). 

Pearson (Birds of Ame1·ica, 1942) says of the Long-eared Owl, " ... not in
frequently seen in considerable flocks;" and Bent ("Life Histories," 1938) says," ... 
in some places ... almost gregarious;" and, " ... in Utah, a dozen individuals 
together in a small grove of cedars ... " This habit of flocking during the winter 
months has not been previously reported in Minnesota. 

The owls were perched in the tops of the evergreens, usually from ten to 12 feet 
up. As we approached, they peered down with some distress. They next elongated 
themselves in an alarm position and finally flew off. A few flew only a short distance 
ahead into the same stand of evergreens, while the others flew in the opposite 
direction to another evergreen area, closer to the lake. 

· Several hundred pellets were collected. The first 25 contained skulls of the 
Common Meadow Mouse (Microtus pennsylvanicus). The remainder of the pellets 
are awaiting examination and will be reported on later. The only non-mammalian 
pellet found appeared to have contained a kinglet. A Common Meadow Mouse with 
the top of the skull torn away was found nearby; possibly the victim of an owl attack. 
A mink was found frozen in the ice in Fisher Lake with the exposed back completely 
gouged out; another possible owl meal. 

Also observed in the same stand of evergreens were a red phase and a gray 
phase Screech Owl, both perched in the same tree, not more than 12 inches apart. 

By March, the owls had left; but the original pair were seen again at the Eck 
residence in March and April. It is hoped that they have nested or will nest there. -
Ron Hnb e1·, Avifcmnal Club, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

* * * 

WORM-EATING WARBLER AGAIN SEEN IN MINNEAPOLIS AREA -
On the first and second of :May, 1959 there was a large flight of small Passerine 
birds in the Minneapolis area. This flight undoubtedly brought with it many Carolin
ian-zone birds to southern and central Minnesota. I was fortunate enough to find 
one of these southern stragglers, the Worm-eating Warbler, on the third day of May. 
It was first found near the northern entrance of the \Vildflower Garden at Theodore 
Wirth Park at about 8:45a.m. My third and last observation of the bird in the morn
ing was made at 11:30 a.m. This was not the last observation of the day, however, 
at 2:00 in the afternoon I returned with Ron Huber to show it to him. We found it 
again about 75 yards from where I had left it in the morning. We then watched it 
for nearly a full hour before departure. - Harding Hub er, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Editor's Note: This species was recorded in the same general area by Brother 
Theodore in the spring of 1958 (The Flicker, Volume 30, Number 3, September, 1958). 
It is a species to be watched for in Minnesota. 
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CONSERVATION EDUCATION IMPERATIVE - For many years my wife 
and I have found untold enjoyment in watching the spring and fall migration of 
colorful shorebirds winging their way through southern Minnesota. On our frequent 
trips between Mankato J.nd Sherburn, we took off-the-beaten track roads where we 
would pass slough after slough. Some of the smaller ones would reward us with a 
lone Hudsonian or Marbled Godwit and on rare occasions with a Hudsonian Curlew. 
In the larger sloughs, we were certain to see a wide variety of phalaropes, plover, 
and sandpipers. And in oetween there were the woodlots and plum thickets visited by 
the warblers and songbirds. Without leaving the road we could count as many as 90 
species on one trip, but for the past three years we have been lucky to count 50 on the 
best of days because most of the sloughs have been drained, the woodlots cleared and 
the fence rows tidied. In fact many of the fences are gone, and roads have been 
widened and sloped so even in areas bordering the small lakes most of the trees have 
been cut from the lake :>hore. 

What inconsistencies there seem to be in our highway, agricultural, and conser
vation programs! \Ve have over-abundance of crops creating unsolved economic 
problems, yet more and more land is placed in production by drainage of wetlands 
and irrigation of arid ones. \Ve have denuded hillsides, increased erosion, lowered 
water tables, polluted waters, and water pouring off rapidly through drainage ditches 
into creeks and river carried with them our fertile and irreplacable top soil. In time 
this precious soil wi ll be needed to meet the demands of a fast-growing population. 
Sprays and antibiotics are bei•1g employed in limitless quantities to control seemingly 
undesirable living things with little thought of the danger of certain evolutionary 
processes that result in resistant species creating even greater damage. There is 
continual destruction of, and encroachment on, natural wilderness coupled with more 
people who have increased leisure time, a need for recreation and respite from the 
fast moving, high pressure life we now live. 

Much good has been and is being accomplished by true conservation groups with 
far-reaching and unselfish objectives, but the demand for more activity grows rapidly 
because of the accelerated pace of destruction of our natural resources. MOU mem
bers are particularly i::lterested in the preservation of our bird population. Thi s 
means we must do what is necessary to preserve the natural habitat. Unfortunately 
the up-to-date farmer has little room on his farm for wild life habitat, and the folks 
in town have fewer trees and shrubs of the sort cherished by our birdlife. Individual s 
cannot be expected to preserve natural habitats at their own expense. It requires 
concerted action and cooperation between governmental agencies, conservation groups 
and individuals. To secure such, there must be education and understanding of the 
need and benefit of such programs. 

Certainly the farmer mort: than anyone else can observe the ecological orderliness 
of God's world. It would seem that it is with the young, who look ahead to tomorrow, 
and those closest to the land with whom we must work to find an answer as to how 
far we may safely go in artificially disrupting the interrelation and balance of 
natural forces without creating more problems than we solve. 

\Vithout vegetation on our land - our trees, shrubs, grasses, and grains, and 
marine growth in our waters, there can be no sustenance of life on our planet- a 
fact long emphasized by the Junior Audubon Clubs. And a regulated animal demand 
upon such vegetation and our mineral resources is a necessary correlary- all of us 
are immediately alive to the threat of destruction in the deadly weapons of modern 
warfare and the dangers of fall-out, but we are complacent about conservation prob-
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lems. Yet in the long run, our selfish and careless use of natural resources can have 
as far reaching and as destructive an effect on the human race as can war itself. 

Because our need is so great and our numbers relatively small, our efforts must 
be expended in the area where it hits "pay dirt," and mushrooms and grows on its 
own. The fall of the year is a season for fairs, our coming winter months the time of 
group meetings. Our MOU Clubs and members should take the opportunity these 
fairs and groups offer for the teaching of basic conservation needs, not only the 
showing of a few weeds with the sprays available to control, and the pictures or 
skins of so-called harmful predators in the bird and animal kingdom, but constructive 
exhibits as well. On my recent trip to Scotland, I attended the Great Britain Stock 
Show at Ayr and was attracted to an exhibit of birds designated as harmful. There 
was much interest therein. But why not also, the other side of the picture - the 
birds that are helpful? People come to these fairs to see new things and carry away 
new ideas. This would be an excellent chance to do an intelligent job of explaining 
the principles of ecology, as shown for instance in predator control, and to make clear 
the vast service our feathered friends can perform for our farmer. Informative 
pamphlets could be distributed to those to whom they would be most important and 
useful. Maybe we could even interest a few fair-goers in a bit of recreational bird
watching now t hat Justice Douglas has returned it to the realm of respectable hob
bies. Exhibition booths, a few binoculars, and a few birdwatchers to show an inter
ested newcomer an unobserved bird on the ground, could go a long way toward 
creating interest in a group that counts. 

So, too, our 4-H Clubs, Scout groups and farm clubs welcome programs of this 
nature. Cannot more of our bird clubs and members supply speakers and exhibits? 
I showed some bird pictures to one farm group five years ago· and have been asked 
back every year since. There are many in our group better qualified to talk and 
better equipped than I to do this sort of thing. A little interest here and there can 
go a long way in creating interest and in preserving at least a small amount of 
habitat for our bird-life.- Bill Luwe, Mankato, Minnesota 

64 THE FLICKER 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 
The President's Page _________________________________ --------------------------------------------------------

\Vintering Birds of Fraser Township, Martin County, Minnesota 
by Sanf01·d D. Schemnitz and Paul E. Bremer ---------------------- -- --- -------------

How to Mist Net Birds 
by Gary C. Kuyava 

Seasonal Report 
by Mary Lupient 

The Canadian Lakehead 

by A. E. Allin ---------------------------- -----------------------------------------------·-- ------------------------------

Picture Section - The 1959 Waterfowl Situation 
Photos by Dana St ruthers 

The Minnesota Bird B3.nders 
by Carl M. Johnson and Forest V. Strnad 

Yell ow Rails in Becker and Mahnomen Counties, Minnesota 
by Ronald Huber _______________ -------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes of Interest ____________ _ 

The Cardinal in Minnesota 
(Inside Back Cover) 

FLICKER 

65 

66 

69 

73 

77 

84 

88 

94 

96 

Organ of the Minnesota 0 1·nithologists' Union. Publi shed quarterly in March, 
June, September, and December. The Flicher is sent to all members not in arrears 
for dues. Dues for m embers : Active, $3.00, Sustaining, $5.00; Life, $50; Patron, 
$100 or more. All articles and communications for publications should be sent to 
the editor. Subscriptions, member ships, and requests for back issues should be sent 
to the treasurer. 

P1·esident - Dana Struthers, Box 356, Route 5, Shady Wood Road, Wayzata, Min
nesota 

Vice P1·esident- Douglas Campbell, 3005 W. 54th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

SeC?·eta1·y - Mi ss Amy Chambers, 1005 Portland Avenue, No. 312, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

T1·easU?'e?' - Mrs. Mary I. Lupient , 212 Bedford Street, SE, Minneapoli s, Minnesota 

Edito1· - Robert B. Janssen, 1817 W. 59th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Associate Edito1·s- Dwain IV. ·warner, Museum of Natural History, University of 

Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, "William H. Marshall, Division of Entomol
ogy and Economic Zoology, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
Rev. Forest V. Strnad, Kasson, Minnesota 

T H E C 0 V E R 
Photo of Canvasback and American Coot by Dana Struthers. This photo and those 
contained in the Picture Section were taken by Mr. Struthers in 1955 at San Fran
cisco, California. 

.... 



THE PRESIDENT 'S PAGE 
Another session of the Legislature has finished. To a large extent the bills 

passed, as far as ornithology is concerned, were constructive. All three of the Accip
ters, Goshawks, Cooper's Hawk, and the Sharp-shinned Hawk are now protected by 
law. Only birds doing damage can be shot at any time. The average hunter is unable 
to differentiate between hawks such as the Cooper's Hawk (which some might argue 
should not be protected), easily confusing them with hawks such as the Broad
winged Hawk, which is beneficial. 

The Conservation ])epartment, and particularly Mr. Kimball and Mr. Selke, are 
to be praised for the stand they have made this year which will favor the waterfowl 
instead of the hunter. Actually, it will be beneficial to both ducks and hunters as 
time passes. It has beer. declared that the duck season will start in the middle of the 
week instead of a week end and the Jaily bag limit has been reduced from four to 
three birds. In Minnesota it has been shown that the great majority of ducks are 
taken in the first few days of the season. Now the majority of hunters will be unable 
to get out until the week end following the opening of the season, giving the birds 
a slight edge. In the past years the ducks have been caught in a two-way squeeze, 
first, the number of hunters, especially since World War II, has increased con
siderably; and secondly, because of more expansive farming methods and extensive 
drainage of wetlands for farming, the amount of habitat for ducks has been greatly 
reduced. The effect has been an increased pressure in that there are more hunters 
hunting a much smaller actual area. The results on the ducks has been devastating. 
In the breeding areas the population has been burned off to such an extent that 
some of the areas do not have even a nesting population. 

Limiting the hunting season should have taken place earlier. However, better 
now than never, and both Mr. Selke and Mr. Kimball are to be commended for 
taking a stand at this time. 

Every effort on the part of th:! government to increase habitat for game, 
whether it be wetlands or uplands, while done primarily at the expense and for the 
benefit of the hunter, benefits all wildlife and gives the ornithologist a place to 
enjoy his avocation. Were it not for the funds provided by the various Conservation 
Departments for such projeets, not only waterfowl, such as ducks and geese are 
provided a home, but many other birds such as grebes, shorebirds, etc., associated 
with these areas are given a home where they may be studied. The loss of suitable 
habitat affects all forms of wild life. There is much that should be done now in the 
way of trying to preserve additional wildlife habitat and wilderness areas, for once 
these are to be privately developed for farming and other economic projects, they 
have lost much of their value to many forms of wildlife. In many cases the change 
in ecology brings eruptions in certain types of wildlife, since one or more of the 
limiting factors have been removed. The Conservation Department and the Uni
versity are working in cooperation with private industry to try to learn how they 
can develop their interests to best advantage, while doing the least of damage to 
wildlife habitat. It is Important that we know the relationships involved in these 
instances so that we may plan wisely. 

Dana Struthers 

September, 1959 ()fi 



Wintering Birds of Fraser Township, Martin 
County, Minnesota 

by 
Sanford D. Schemnitz and Paul E. Bremer 

Winter is a critical period for birds 
in south-central Minnesota with cover 
and food often lacking in many areas. 
With only a remnant of the summer 
breeding population remaining to face 
the harsh winter environment, the pres
ence of the few winter resident birds 
tends to brighten up the oftentimes 
bleak winter landscape. 

The present study was undertaken to 
ascertain the approximate winter popula
tion of several bird species present on 
an intensively farmed corn belt area. 
The observations for this winter study 
were made incidental to pheasant re
search studies in Fraser Township, 
Township 13 North, Range 31 West, 
Martin County, northwest of Fairmont, 
and 11 miles north of the Iowa border. 
Beginning December 8, 1958, and ending 
February 28, 1959, a total of 490 hours 
was spent observing birds in Fraser 
Township: 69 1h hours in December, 
1958; 144 hours in January, 1959; and 
266 hours in February, 1959. 

Birds observations were made along 
roads while en route to check pheasant 
traps and while observing color-marked 
pheasants. Additional counts were made 
while on foot during various winter 
pheasant censuses. No attempt was made 
to sample the various parts of the Town
ship equally, but one or more observa
tions were made in each of the 36 sec
tions. All observations were tallied and 
recorded according to date, location, 
number of birds, and habitat occupied. 

The weather during the period studied 
ranged from mild to severe. The temper
ature for the three-month period, De
cember-February, 1958-1959, averaged 
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3.8 • F. below normal (Climatological 
Data, Minnesota, 1958-1959). The ex
treme temperatures recorded at Fair-

Table 1. Cover and Crop Types, Fraser 
Township, Martin County, Winter 

1958-1959 
Percent 
of Total 

Type Acres Acreage 
Crop lana 
Com plowed 7217.5 30.77 
Corn picked 2878.5 12.27 
Soybeans plowed 3604.0 15.36 
Soybean stubble 230.0 .99 
Oats plowed 2197.5 9.28 
Oat stubble 957.0 4.08 
Alfalfa plowed 644.5 2.75 
Alfalfa stubble 1015.0 4.33 
Peas plowed 250.0 1.06 
Pea stubble 15.0 .06 

Total cropland 19,009.0 80.95 

Permanent Cover 
Woodlot and buildings 803.5 3.43 
Pasture and wild hay 1594.0 6.80 
Slough and marsh 221.0 .94 
Wasteland (weeds) 14.5 .06 
Wooded pasture 891.5 3.80 
Grass and marsh burned 63.0 .27 
Pasture and wild hay 

plowed 191.5 .82 
Gravel pit 9.0 .04 
Lake 112.0 .48 
Roadside ditch 363.5 1.55 
Fence row 156.3 .67 

Tot. Permanent Cover 4419.8 18.86 

Overall Total 23,428.8 99.81 
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mont were -23° F. and +49° F. The 
period of study was generally dry. The 
total precipitation for the three-month 
period was 73% of normal with below 
average precipitation (22% of normal) 
for December and January. Precipita
tion in February was 1.66 inches (42% 
above average). Maximum snowfall was 
21.1 inches for the month of February 
with 10.8 inches occurring on February 
11. However, this snow was followed by 
three days of mild weather with above 
freezing temperatures. 

The soils of Fraser Township, Martin 
County, are fine-textured prairie soils, 
considered to be highly productive for 
agricultural crops. All 36 sections of 
Fraser Township were cover mapped 
(Table 1). In general, land-use during the 
study period was characterized by a 
high proportion of plowed land (60.0%) 

with but a small acreage of standing 
crops. Burning of ditches, fence rows, 
and marshland was extensive. 

The population density of the various 
species censused is listed in Table 2. In 
determining the number of individuals 
of each species observed, the location of 
each bird was plotted on a map. Only 
those birds seen a mile or more apart 
were considered as separate individuals. 
The census figures listed in Table 2 
should be recognized as being only at 
best a minimum estimate. Additional in
dividuals of species censused were no 
doubt present but not observed. 

Birds seen frequently throughout the 
study period but not censused included 
the Common Crow, Horned Lark, Slate
colored Junco, 'Vhite-breasted Nuthatch, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Starling, Tree 
Sparrow, and House Sparrow. 

Table 2. Population density of certain species of wintering birds in Fraser Township, 

Martin County, 1958-1959 

Nu,mberof Number of 
Individuals Times Acres Per 

Species Observed Species Seen Bird 

Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter· cooperii) 1 2 23,040 

Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopuH) 6 6 3,840 
Marsh Hawk (Circus cyaneus) 1 1 23,040 

Mourning Dove (Zenatdura nwcrowrn) 11 11 2,094 

Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus ) 6 6 3,840 

Barred Owl (Strix varia) 2 1 11,520 

Yellow-shafted Flicker ( Colaptes auratus) 12 13 1,920 

Red-bellied Woodpecker (Centums carolinus) ') " 7,680 <> ,, 

Red-headed vVoodpecker 
( M elanerpes erythr·ocephalus) 2 1 11,520 

Hairy Woodpecker (D endrocopus villosus) 4 2 5,760 

Downy ·woodpecker (Dendrocop11s Jmbescens) 1!3 ::JO 1,772 
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cr·istata) G " .) 3,840 
Meadowlark (Sturn ella magna) 44 22 522 

Red-winged Blackbird (Ag elaius phoeniceus) 48 11 480 

Cardinal (Richmondentt car·dinalis) 2 4 11,520 

American Goldfinch (Spinus tr·istis) 12 1 1,920 

TOTAL NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS 173 117 

ACRES PER BIRD OF ALL SPECIES 133.2 
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The birds observed were not uniform
ly distributed throughout Fraser Town
ship, but were restricted to certain types 
of cover. The use of the various cover 
types (Table 3) in relation to their 
availability in acres (Table 1) provided 
a measure of their relative importance. 
Two cover types, woodlots and adjacent 
building sites, as well as willows and 
brush, apparently were of major im
portance. They comprised 67.7% of the 
total cover-use observations (Table 3) 
but only 4.4% of the total acreage 
(Table 1). All species studied were ob
served at woodlots and buildings. Plow
ing was little used by resident birds 

during the winter period since this type 
made up 60.0% of the total acreage but 
only 9% of the total cover-use observa
tions. Certain species were associated 
with particular cover types (e.g. wood
peckers w i t h woodlots; Red-winged 
Blackbirds with slough and marsh). 
Other species such as meadowlarks occu
pied several cover types (Table 3). 

The relatively high use by several 
winter bird species of sloughs and 
marshes and willows and brush (25.8%) 
illustrates the importance of these areas 
to winter bird life. Efforts should be 
made to preserve these areas whenever 
possible. - Fairmont, Minnesota 

Table 3. Cover-use by certain wintering birds, Fraser Township, Martin County, 
Winter 1958-1959. 

Number of Obse1·vation.q of One or More Bir·d.q 

Cover Type 

Plowing 

Corn stubble 

Woodlot and building 2 27 

Slough and marsh 

Roadside ditch 

Willows and brush 

Wooded pasture 

Pasture 

Oat stubble 

Aalfalfa stubble 

Fence row 

Total 

4 

·1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

20 36 

3 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

10 

*Downy, Hairy, Red-bellied, Red-headed 

''*Rough-legged, Marsh, Cooper's 

***Great-horned, Barred 

fi8 

4 

3 

2 

9 

2 11 

4 

1 

6 12 

3 

1 

3 

9 

4 12 

] 
c 

E-. 
1 

7 

59 

12 

6 

17 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

112 

..., 
~~ 
'-.)~ 
!,.E-. 

~~ 
.9 

6.3 

52.6 

10.7 

5.4 

15.1 

2.7 

3.6 

.9 

.9 

.9 

100.0 
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How To Mist Net Birds 
by 

Gary C. Kuyava 

All you have heard of the success of 
Japanese Mist Nets is true. Mist nets 
have completely revolutionized bird band
ing. Never before could a bander follow 
the birds as easily as mist nets permit 
him to do. Always, he would have to 
wait for the birds to come to him, or 
carry bulky traps to the birds. With the 
advent of Japanese Mist Nets in the 
United States in 1947, bird banders 
quickly learned of their potential. Many 
species, not found by "birders" nor 
caught in banding traps have turned up 
in mist nets on the same day in the 
same area. 

Assuming that you already have a 
Federal Banding Permit which allows 
you to trap birds in conventional traps 
only, and you think you want to try mist 
nets, you must do the following things 
before you send your permit in to get 
it amended: 

1. Read all the literature you can find 
on mist netting birds, including "Band
ing With Mist Nets" by Seth H. Low in 
Bird Banding, Vol. 28, No. 3. 

2. You must spend enough time with 
an experienced mist netter so that you 
will know exactly what to do when you 
begin to net without assistance. A min
imum time expenditure at "Mist Netting 
School" should be no less than one full 
day of fairly active netting. 

Instructions are extremely necessary 
to be sure that you are capable of hand
ling mist nets. Extreme patience is some
times necessary as some birds are apt to 
get pretty badly tangled and one does 
not rush while removing birds from a 
net. If a bander rushes, a high mortality 
rate will soon be realized by him. 

Send the name of your instructor in 
with your amendment request. It may 
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take as long as three months to process 
this amendment, so send your permit in 
to the banding office about three months 
before the next migration so that you 
may take full advantage of it. 

3. Make sure that your fingers are 
dexterous and that your eyesight is so 
corrected to permit you to extract a bird 
from the net with as little difficulty as 
possible. 

Taking for granted that most of the 
readers have already or will soon see 
mist nets, I will not take the time or the 
space to describe them to you. I will, 
however, give you some hints on the 
mechanics of mist netting. 

1. Where to buy mist nets. Mist nets 
may be obtained from only two organi
zat:ons that I know of. There may be 
others. They will be glad to send a price 
list of the various nets which they 
handle. Bleitz Wildlife Foundation, 1001 
North McCadden Place, Los Angeles 38, 
California. Northeastern Bird-Banding 
Association, E. Alexander Bergstrom, 
37 Old Brook Road, West Hartford 7, 
Connecticut. 

2. Ho1V to choose a net. When you are 
about to order your nets, consider the 
length which you think would be most 
easy for you to handle. Most netters that 
I know use a net which is 60 feet long. 
Some prefer a net length of 30 feet. No 
one that I know of uses a net of less 
length than 30 feet. Also in deciding 
what length to purchase, you must de
cide how large an area you can cover 
with one net, i.e., if you band in your 
yard which is limited in size, you may 
want to use a 30 foot net instead of a 
60 foot net. 

3. How to erect a mist net. Some 
people prefer to attach a net to hookg 
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on a tree or a permanent post. After a 
few tries, you will find that very few 
trees grow exactly 30 or 60 feet apart. 
And posts will not allow you to adjust 
the tension on the net's shelf strings. The 
shelf strings tend to stretch or shrink 
depending on the amount of humidity in 
the air. Others use channel or angle iron 
which has hooks punched out of one 
side to attach the shelf strings to. I 
think they are much too heavy. Still 
others would use bamboo poles. They are 
too fragile, and cannot be driven into 
the ground. 

By far the best net support is thin
wall electrical conduit. It is very light, 
durable, and can be transported easily. 
I can only purchase it in lengths of 10 
feet. A 10 foot pole is the best, however. 
At least one foot has to be driven into 
the ground. If you stretch a net so it is 
seven feet wide you have a choice of 
putting it low to the ground or approxi
mately two feet from the ground, i.e., 
the lower shelf string. To facilitate 
storage and easy packing in the car, 
cut the 10 foot pole in half. When you 
wish to erect the nets, use an ordinary 
conduit connector to fasten the two 
halves together. This provides a reason
ably steady support. One hundred feet 
of thinwall conduit should cost no more 
than $15.00. This price is maximum and 
includes 10 conduit connectors. It is a 
good idea to purchase two or three extra 
conduit connectors and one or two extra 
lengths in caso of loss while on a band
ing trip. 

For those of you that live near a 
hawk flyway and are forced to net 
hawks in extremely heavy winds, use 
thick-walled conduit. This will not bend, 
as the light conduit will do, under heavy 
strain. The only disadvantages in the 
use of thick-walled conduit are that it is 
about three times as heavy and twice as 
expensive as thin-walled conduit. 

If the ground is too hard to drive the 
conduit in by hand, a steel spike can be 
purchased at a local blacksmith shop or 
scrap yard for a very nominal fee. 
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When you are putting the nets on the 
poles make a double loop of the heavy 
loop at the end of each shelf string. This 
will hold the shelf in place as long as 
the shelves are fairly tight. 

When the net is placed on the poles, 
unfurl it and drive the poles in the 
ground so that the top shelf string is 
the tightest, but do not make it so tight 
that it may break if a larger than aver
age bird hits the net. Also, make sure 
that the other shelves are not so loose 
that they sag. This will prevent the 
center of the net from dragging on the 
ground. 

4. N et :;tO?·age. The only efficient way 
to store nets while not in use is in small 
cloth bags. The net may be taken off 
the pole and put in the bag, or it may 
be left on the poles, now disconnected 
from the top half and with the net 
rolled up, put the net in the bag. Leave 
the connector on the bottom pole. This 
will prevent loss and will also prevent 
the net from sliding off the end of the 
pole when in storage. 

5. Gathering cages. ·what would hap
pen if you had five 60 foot nets filled 
to capacity with birds? These birds are 
of different species, some small, some 
large, some harmless, some murderous, 
and you were caught with only one small 
gathering cage. You would be a hope
less mess. 

Many people use screen cages of var
ious sizes. These are good for a few 
birds. But when a bander is confronted 
with 60 to 100 birds at one time, screen 
cages leave something to be desired. A 
great many birds in a screen cage will 
cause some to be injured. Birds must be 
kept in the dark. The best gathering 
cage I have ever seen is a simple scrub 
pail of about 12-14 quart capacity. 
(Some banders use pails of five gallon 
capacity.) Over the open end of the 
pail stretch two pieces of automobile tire 
innertube. Overlap these two pieces so 
that no birds will escape when you are 
putting in or taking out other birds. A 
few air holes may be poked into the side 
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of the pail. Some holes must be punched 
into the bottom of the pail so that the 
moisture will not collect. Some dry grass 
or evergreen boughs on the bottom of the 
pail will prevent birds from getting wet. 
Change this grass every day! 

If you follow all of the above direc
tions you are ready to net birds. This is, 
by far, the hardest part of mist netting. 
Great care must be used in following all 
netting procedure. 

1. Where to set nets. Nets may be set 
wherever there are birds. Many excellent 
netting areas are near at hand. Your 
own trapping station is one of the best 
netting areas you will find. Any beach 
which shorebirds inhabit is excellent. A 
narrow spit of brushy land projecting 
into a large lake is always a good spot 
to catch m·grating warblers, sparrows, 
etc. Springs and small ponds are excel
lent netting areas in dry seasons. Mud 
flats are also very productive areas. 

When selecting an area, choose one 
that is as remote as possible. People, 
cows, horses, dogs, cats, etc., find a net 
just as invisible as birds do. If they 
happen to run into it, they will tear a 
net to pieces. 

Now that you have the netting area 
p'cked out, you are wondering what to 
do with it. "How do I set a net in that 
tangle?" you ask yourself. It's easy! 
All you have to do is cut through it! An 
axe, machete, hedge clippers, etc. would 
be very helpful here. An ideal net lane 
is about four feet wide and three feet 
longer than the net. It is underlaid by 
smooth grass. Realizing that smooth 
grass is not always possible you must 
remove all sticks, stones, and big-headed 
weeds from the net lane. Be sure to set 
your nets at right angles to the flight 
of the birds if at all possible. 

2. How to remove a bird from the net. 
This is the most crucial operation of a 
bander's life. This is why a period of 
instruction is absolutely necessary! You 
will find a summary of the important 
steps to follow in the article by Seth H. 
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Low in the volume of Bird Banding re
ferred to in the first part of this article. 
I might add that a comb is a very handy 
instrument with which to find lost 
strands of netting around the bird's 
wing or head. 

As with all aspects of banding certain 
precautions must be taken to safeguard 
the lives of the birds which you will 
catch. Many precautions y:ou may al
ready know from your trapping exper
iences, so I will just mention those which 
pertain to mist netting. 

1. How often to check set nets. In 
times of many birds I check my nets 
every half hour. In times which are 
slower nets should be checked every hour 
on the hour. To extend either of these 
periods would, indeed, be stretching your 
luck. More time would give predators a 
better chance to kill your catch, for too 
many birds to be caught in a net, some 
birds may become hopelessly entangled, 
and some birds will work themselves free 
if left in the net too long. 

2. When to dismantle net;;. Take down 
nets in plenty of time before leaving, 
storms, and nightfall. A net full of birds 
cannot and must not be rushed! A trap 
can simply be opened and all birds have 
a way of getting out, but in a net, all 
birds must be removed one by one. 

3. Do not set nets in excessive wind. 
Wind exerts a great deal of pressure on 
the nets which in turn exerts a strong 
force on the necks of any birds caught 
in the net. Many birds can be strangled 
needlessly by a net in the wind. 

4. Do not set nets in excessive cold. 
Birds caught in a net on a cold day will 
chill much quicker than a bird in a nat
ural position waiting to be removed from 
a trap. 

5. Do not set net;; in rain. Rain, nets, 
fingers, and feathers do not mix. Birds 
get excessively cold. They lose many 
feathers when a bander tries to untangle 
them, fruitlessly too, I might add. 

6. Should nets be left set overnight"? 
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This question depends on the type of 
habitat and weather conditions more 
than anything else. If storms are brew
ing or strong winds arising, nets should 
be taken down Jest they be, destroyed by 
falling branches. If leaves are falling 
and large insects are flying, take nets 
down as soon as the light fails. Consider 
also, bats. These animals will chew large 
holes in nets and they can inflict painful 
and often infectious bites. As to the 
question of habitat, I shall divide this 
into two types, upland and marsh or 
beach. It is fairly safe to leave nets set 
in upland habitat over night unless they 
are placed in an area where roosting 
birds are likely to be disturbed by the 
slamming of a door or the turning on of 
an outside light. They should, however, 
be thoroughly checked a short time after 
dark, as some birds go to roost rather 
late. This last check will be somewhat 
facilitated by a powerful flashlight. One 
should also consider the presence of large 
owls before leaving a net set over night. 
A small bird net will hold a Saw-whet 
Owl and sometimes even a Long-eared 
Owl, but they will never hold a Great 
Horned or a Barred Owl. It is a wise 
practice to raise the bottom shelf of the 
net about two feet above the ground 
during the night to allow night prowling 
animals to walk under it. You know well 
what will happen if you catch a skunk! 
Other animals may not be so obnoxious, 
but they can do just as much damage to 
a net. Beach and marsh habitat is the 
exact opposite. Shorebirds seem to be 
active all night long. If nets are to be 
left up they should be checked at the 
intervals stated in 1. above. One should 
also consider the possibility of a bird 

drowning in a net set over water, so 
raise the net's lower shelf string ac
cordingly. 

7. Pttblic relations. To the uninformed, 
a bird in the net may be, going through 
the most intolerable bit of horror it may 
ever experience. You and I know that 
the bird, if correctly treated, will be 
released unharmed, but to the unin
formed, damage is being done. Also, 
these people can do a great deal of 
harm to the entire banding program 
through their complaining to the police, 
game wardens, etc. Although netting is 
not and should not be a hush-hush af
fair, one should avoid setting nets near 
sidewalks or other Janes of travel. A 
bander might notify neighbors, mailmen, 
milkmen, etc. about his activities. 

8. Station visitors. Station visitors 
should be most welcome - at a distance! 
Nets are delicate enough with knowing 
hands managing them, but when a group 
of people who are only too interested 
and too helpful get their clumsy fingers, 
feet, heads and eyes in and on a net, 
nothing short of chaos breaks loose. 
Children should never be allowed in a 
banding area unless accompanied by 
adults, and adults should never be al
lowed into a banding area unless ac
companied by the bander. Let this be 
your rule above all others regarding sta
tion visitors! It is not necessary to tell 
you that domestic pets should never be 
allowed into a trapping area. 

I hope this article has been of some 
help to the prospective mist netter. I 
know that I read with fervor, over and 
over, all the material I was able to ob
tain before I decided to use mist nets. -
Duluth, Minnesota 

M.O.U. WINTER MEETING 
The annual winter meeting of The Minnesota Ornithologists' Union will be held 

on December 5, 1959. As usual the meeting will be held in the auditorium of the 

Museum of Natural History, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Those people interested in submitting papers for this meeting or requiring additional 

information should contact Harvey Gunderson at the Museum of Natural History. 
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Seasonal Report 
by 

Mary Lupient 

Following a very dry season during 
the first four months of 1959, heavy 
rains fell in all parts of the state bring
ing precipitation up to normal by the 
end of July. In southeastern Minnesota, 
rivers rose to flood stage in May. There 
were intermittent periods of heat and 
cold and at times in June the tempera
tures rose to above 90 in the south and 
at other times the weather was cold 
enough to register temperatures down 
near freezing in northern sections. In 
the Twin Cities robins built their nests 
later than usual, possibly due to the 
dry weather. In May and June the mi
gration of most species proceeded nor
mally. 

Brother Theodore, Robert Janssen and 
others traveled through the state this 
season and Brother Theodore sent the 
following interesting and important re
ports. May 6, there were two nests of 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons near La
Crescent, Houston County. He saw only 
two birds. On June 13, he and others 
observed two King Rails north of St. 
Paul, Ramsey County in a marsh at 
County Road D and Highway 8. East of 
Anoka there were many Upland Plovers 
and also Lark Sparrows. They found a 
Yellow Rail in Becker County June 27, 
which they were able to flush and capture 
when it became entangled in vegetation. 
Along with several others, it was calling 
\\'hen they found it. They then went on 
to Rothsay, Wilkin County, where they 
saw a Marbled Godwit with three young 
and many Upland Plovers. Near vVau
bun, Mahnomen County, LeConte's, Sa
vannah and Grasshopper Sparrows were 
common. In this area they observed three 
Greater Prairie Chickens and a Short
eared Owl. About the Middle of May they 
went to Salt Lake, Lac qui Parle Coun-
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ty where they saw Eared Grebes, Wil
son's Phalaropes, about 120 Northern 
Phalaropes, one Western Willet, Marbled 
Godwits, Hudsonian Godwits and most 
of the other shorebirds that normally 
pass through Minnesota. In Traverse 
County there was one ·western Sand
piper, three American Avocets, six West
ern Grebes and a goodly number of White 
Pelicans. On this trip they saw two 
Burrowing Owls. 

1\'Iost of the spring shorebird migra
tion occurred in the central and western 
parts of the state, at least nearly all 
reports came from there. W. R. Luwe 
saw a large concentration of shorebirds 
May 10, in Martin County, among them 
\Vilson's Phalaropes and Golden Plovers. 
Observers in eastern Minnesota were not 
very fortunate in finding shorebirds due 
to low water levels. Baird's Sandpipers 
were seen in Ramsey County May 31 and 
a mixed flock of shorebirds loitered near 
Birch Lake, Ramsey County, the week 
of May 19. First reports of returning 
shorebirds, a few Lesser Yellow-legs, 
Leasts and one Western Sandpiper were 
received from A. C. Rosenwinkel. He 
saw them in Hennepin County and may 
have been non-breeding birds. 

There was a sizable movement of Gray
cheeked and Swainson's Thrushes May 
9, May 16 and May 22. 

A very heavy wave of warblers oc
curred in the Twin Cities May 8 and a 
wave was observed by Mrs. George 
Lehrke in St. Cloud on the same date. 
This movement must have been heavy 
throughout the state because reports 
came from western sections, also. A 
Black-throated Blue Warbler was report
ed by Mrs. E. W. Joul and others in 
Robert's Sanctuary, Minneapolis while 
they were observing this migration. A 
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light wave of nearly all species passed 
leisurely through the state the third 
week in May. The Prothonotary Warbler 
nested again on the Vermillion River 
near Hastings, Dakota County and at 
Frontenac, Goodhue County. One ap
parently was looking for a nesting site 
on the Minnesota side of the St. Croix 
River near Osceola, May 19. In the same 
area a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen. 
A gnatcatcher was reported near North 
St. Paul and Mrs. E. vV. Joul discovered 
four pairs near Vasa, Goodhue County, 
May 17. The Blue-winged Warbler was 
present, also. 

Mrs. C. L. Patchin reported that Tuft
ed Titmice again nested at her home 
on the Minnesota River and they were 
successful in bringing off two young. 
Mrs. Harlow Hanson, who also lives on 
the river near Bloomington, Hennepin 
County, stated that titmice nested and 
brought two young to her yard. Titmice 
still go to the E. Rogier feeder near Lake 
Minnetonka but there has been no visible 
young. 

The peak of the migration of White
throated Sparrows and White-crowned 
Sparrows occurred the second week of 
May. 

There was a very large number of 
rob:ns in migration this spring and from 
all reports there was a successful hatch
ing everywhere in the state in June. 

The peak migration of Nighthawks 
took place May 16; they were reported 
from many localities on this date. 

This was a Dickcissel year. They sang 
from fence posts and telephone wires 
throughout the countryside in the south 
half of the state mostly, as usual, near 
alfalfa fields. 

A late record of migrating Blue and 
Snow Geese was reported by Brother 
Theodore. He saw about 200 fly over 
Minneapolis May 10. 

The movement of flycatchers, vireos 
and swallows was normal. 

John Jarosz and Harvey Gunderson 
of the Museum of Natural History re
ported the unusual circumstance of a 
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Mourning Dove feeding three young, ap
parently all one family. Roberts, in the 
"Birds of Minnesota," states that rarely 
three eggs may be found in a Mourning 
Dove's nest and that three young may 
be reared. 

The rare record of a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher was reported by James Lund
gren. He saw it June 5 in Anoka Coun
ty. It remained in the area for some 
time and he saw it more than once. There 
were strong winds at times in May 
which may have blown it up here so 
far from its home. 

Carolina 'vVrens are not often seen as 
far north as the Twin Cities. A. C. 
Rosenwinkel saw one near St. Paul, 
Ramsey County, May 9. 

It was reported that ducks had fewer 
nesting places this season due to the dry 
weather, especially in eastern areas, 
which may curtail the production. There 
were records of the Hooded Merganser 
in Hennepin County; this writer saw a 
male May 19 on a pond near White Bear, 
Ramsey County, and A. C. Rosenwinkel 
saw two young July 8. Mrs. E. W. Joul 
saw a female Hooded Merganser in Da
kota County, May 17. 

Apparently, Least Bitte11ns were num
erous this season. There were several 
reports, one from Joel Bronoel who saw 
one within the Minneapolis city limits, 
July 9. 

Large colonies of Cliff Swallows in 
Marshall County, were reported by Wil
liam Longley. They utilized old build
ings, bridges and farm buildings for 
their nesting sites. The colonies number
ed from two to four hundred birds each. 

Ernest H. Strubbe, Stevens County, 
stated in a letter dated July 13 that a 
pair of Marbled Godwits hatched two 
young in the county. He stated also 
that from six to eight hundred White 
Pelicans are spending the summer on 
Frog Lake and Flax Lake, Stevens 
County, about three or four miles south 
of Alberta. To his knowledge, these birds 
appeared for only a brief visit during 
some summers and in small numbers. 
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He stated that they appeared to be non
breeding birds. 

A letter dated June 4 from Delmar 
Holdgrafer, Donnelly, in Stevens Coun
ty, stated that Bluebirds were raising a 
family in one of his birdhouses, which 
is unusual out in prairie country so far 
west. This spring the Eastern Bluebird 
population increased in southern and 
eastern Minnesota. Mr. Holdgrafer stat
ed, too, that on the last day of May he 
took telephoto shots of two American 
Avocets near Donnelly. He observed a 
Mockingbird May 1. Besides this obser
vation there were several other reports. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pottsmith saw a Mocking
bird with food in its mouth at Lost Lake 
near Biwabik, St. Louis County, which 
could indicate a nesting. Mr. and MIT. 
Jerry Peleaux of Willmar saw a Mock
ingbird in Gooseberry Park, Lake Coun
ty, the week end of Memorial Day. Only 
one bird was seen. The last week in April, 
Alice Lang saw one in Minneapolis and 
Robert Janssen found one on the sand 
flats near Zimmerman, Sherburne Coun
ty, the middl e! of June. Two were banded 
by C. Johnson, April 30 and in mid-Apl"il 
one was reported in Washington County, 
by C. Bjorndahl. They were in Aitkin 
County, May 16-17, reported by William 
Pieper and in Cass County, reported by 
H. Hanson. 

Again this spring in April and May, 
Common Egrets appeared in various lo
calities, mostly in river valleys and low
lands. On June 26, Dr. Woodward Colby 
reported to the Museum of Natural His
tory and to this writer that about 30 
Common Egrets appeared every evening 
and dropped into a tree growing on a 
wooded island in the Mississippi River, 
and which could be observed from his 
home. Upon investigation I found that 
they arrived in groups of from one to 
five every evening from sundown to 
dusk. They landed in the top of the 
same tree and gradually worked down 
into it until they were hardly visible. 
This tree and another nearby contained 
several nests, some of them occupied by 
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Great Blue Herons and young herons. 
The Egrets were not seen during the 
day so presumably they were away at 
their feeding grounds, returning in the 
evening. Finally it became apparent 
that they came there to roost. Bent, in 
his "Life History of Marsh Birds," 
describes this roosting habit of the Com
mon Egret. From this description, I 
quote the following in part, "Unlike 
some other herons, the American (Com
mon) Egrets do not feed at night but 
resort 1·egularly to favorite roosting 
places where large numbers congregate. 
They gather at the roosting places just 
before dark, spend the night in the trees 
and scatter out over the surrounding 
country early in the morning. Audubon 
(1840), Maynard (1896) and Chapman 
( 1892) all refer to this roosting habit. 
Audubon 1840 writes, 'The American 
(Common) Egrets are much attached to 

WILD BIRD FOOD 
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flower seeds, other seeds and grain. 
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Pl.'· toclety. 
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their roosting places to which they re
move from their feeding grounds reg
ularly about an hour before the last 
glimpse of the day, to some secure re
treat. After some gratulations they low
er their bodies on the stems of the trees 
or bushes on which they have alighted, 
fold their necks, place their heads be
neath the scapular feathers and adjust 
themselves for repose. Daylight returns 
and they are all in motion.' Dr. Chap
man (1892) refers to a roosting tree in 
Cuba as follows: 'There was a flock of 
about 20 birds at San Pablo which came 
each night to roost in a tree at the 
border of the river. They appeared with 
much regularity after sunset and after 
circling about the tree once or twice, 
alighted in its branches. This rookery 
was but 200 yards from the houses and 
mill of the estate and not more than 60 
feet from a well traveled road'.'' 

Although the roosts described above by 
Bent, Audubon and Chapman were in 
localities in southern territories, these 
accounts accurately describe the roost 
here in Minnesota as observed by Dr. 
Colby and myself, and as far as I know, 
is the only roost recorded in Minnesota, 

although Common Egrets are known to 
nest near Hastings and other areas. 

The Minnesota Ornithologists' Union 
held its annual meeting and field trip 
May 30-31 at Douglas Lodge, Lake Itas
ca. About 100 members were present. 
The weather was cool and at times rain 
fell, but never-the-less the area was 
teeming with birds. Nearly all species 
of warblers were found, including the 
Black-throated Blue seen by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Luwe. 

Almost everyone saw the Black-backed 
Three-toed Woodpecker which appeared 
to be nesting in one of three holes in a 
live evergreen tree. Both male and fe
male were present. While under obser
vation, the male spent most of its time 
in the one hole around which the bark 
had been stripped away. Apparently 
concerned about the presence of a Y e)
low-bell ied Sapsucker, he kept popping 
into the entrance of the hole to peer 
out. Finally he came out into the sun
light to show his satiny black back and 
his divided tail with which he braced 
himself against the tree. His three toes 
were evident, two forward and one back. 
- Minneapolis, Minnesota 

CORRECTIONS 
Volume 31, Numb=r 2, Page 32, under Long-tailed Jaeger, \Varren, Lac qui 

Parle County, Minnesot a, should read as follows: ·warren, Marshall County, Min

nesota. 

Volume 31, Number 2, Page 33, second paragraph should read as follows: On a 

visit to Kansas . . . not Kasson. 
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The Canadian Lakehead 
by 

A. E. Allin 

April was dry and warm, the tempera
ture 1.0° above normal; the precipita
tion of 0.89" was much below the aver
age of 2.06". As in March, we were 
blessed with sunny days - 222.4 hours 
of sunshine. The May temperature was 
0.9 ° above normal, but it was the wettest 
May, except for 1953, since 1883 with a 
precipitation of 5.1", almost twice the 
normal. After six months of above 
average sunshine, May had slightly be
low the 210 hour average with only 189 
hours of sunshine. June was dry and 
sunny with 262 hours, well above the 
average 215. Again, the temperature was 
1 o above normal; the precipitation of 
1.78" was much below the average of 
:3.24". 

There should be a good crop of fruit 
this year. Too frequently a frost in late 
May or early June kills the fruit buds. 
This year the last frost locally occurred 
on May 17, the earliest in 18 years. The 
average date is June 3. On June 30, 
however, the temperature dipped of
ficially to 36 ° and there were complaints 
of frost damage from outlying regions. 

In general, the migration was an aver
age one. Ornithological circles have ex
pressed fears for certain birds, especial
ly four they considered crash species, 
viz: the Eastern Bluebird, Phoebe, House 
Wren and Hermit Thrush. Although the 
Hermit Thrush migration was limited to 
a brief period in early April, we have 
no further evidence of its scarcity. The 
House \Vren is more common than it has 
been for several years. The Phoebe, re
cently scarce, now seems to be re-occupy
ing its old nesting sites. The Bluebird 
has never been abundant here, but a 
goodly percentage of birdhouses erected 
for it are occupied. It is of interest to 
refer to an item written by Lynds Jones 
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in 1912. (The Wilson Bulletin 24: (4): 
197, 1912). He noted Bluebirds were 
very scarce in northern Ohio in the early 
spring and summer. Only two out of the 
five usual pairs returned to his farm. 
Yet these two pair each raised two 
broods of five young each. 

We are concerned with one species 
formerly common in the Lakehead area. 
This is the Bank Swallow. I do not 
know of an authentic record of this 
species locally in the past two years. 
Dr. Harold Axtell, traveling from Buf
falo, north and west through Ontario to 
the Lakehead, noted a single colony at 
Klotz Lake, 150 miles no1-theast of Fort 
William. On the other hand the once 
rare Cliff Swallow is now abundant. The 
late Colonel Dear never saw the species 
from 1905 until 1939, when I found a 
pair nesting at Silver Islet, although he 
had heard they nested in O'Connor 
Township - "formerly". Today, we 
know of many large colonies both locally 
and throughout northwestern Ontario. 

From our notes we would gather there 
had been five main waves of migration 
this past spring. From April 7-9, there 
was a good migration of Sparrow 
Haws, Snow Buntings, Redwinged 
Blackbirds, Brown Creepers, Slate-color
ed Juncos and Common Golden-eyes. 
April 25 was cold with snow. The fol
lowing day Slate-colored Juncos, Fox 
and Tree Sparrows, Yell ow-shafted 
Flickers and late-migrating Robins were 
very common. On May 3, there was a 
heavy movement of ducks. Green-winged 
and Blue-winged Teal and Shovelers ar
rived and there was an increase in the 
population of other pond ducks. May 7-10 
saw a good mixed flight including an 
Eastern Kingbird on May 10, and an 
Olive-sided Flycatcher on May 9. These 
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are new early records for the area. 
Bluebirds, Vesper, White-crowned and 
Savvanah Sparrows, Palm Warblers, 
Pine Siskins, Common Snipe, Winter 
Wrens, Upland Plovers and Mourning 
Doves appeared during this period. 

We spent May 15-18 in southern Min
nesota whe1·e it was very hot. Returning 
on May 18 we met an extreme cold wave 
at Duluth. Many Robins and countless 
Tree Swallows appeared to be held back 
by the unfavorable weather. 

On May 18-23, there was a terrific 
flight of warblers. This was particularly 
pronounced at Atikokan on May 19. 
Kerkoerle reported a wave at Marathon 
during the same period. Olive-backed 
Thrushes, Veerys, Least Flycatchers 
and many Chipping Sparrows arrived 
during this period. 

vVe have wondered throughout the 
years, particularly as it related to 
hawks, as to where the dividing line in 
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migration along the north shore of Lake 
Superior might be. Surely, local birds 
entered from the southwest. Just as 
surely one would expect the area west 
of Sault Ste. Marie to be populated by 
migration from the south and east. J. 
Kerkoerle, a reliable observer from Mar
athon, 150 miles northeast of the Lake
head, states the geese fly directly across 
Lake Superior but that the main migra
tion at Marathon follows the lake shore 
from the east. He partly substantiates 
this by his observations of Slate-colored 
Juncos and Tree Swallows on April 6 
and Apr ·! 27, whereas they were not re
ported locally until April 7 and May 9, 
respectively. 

But we should add that Mrs. Perun
iak reported hundreds of Tree Swallows 
at Atikokan, 167 miles west of Fort Wil
liam, on April 28! The subject is worthy 
of much more study. 

Discussion of most of our species can 
well be done under their separate group
ings but special reference should be 
made to the Mockingbird and to the Y el
low-headed Blackbird. The former has 
been recorded at the Canadian Lakehead 
on at least eight occasions. On May 11, 
Keith Denis saw one at Ignace. Mrs. 
Peruniak saw four at Atikokan on May 
20 and Mrs. Howe saw one at Dryden 
on May 19. The Yell ow-headed Blackbird 
has rarely been recorded in northwestern 
Ontario but, as reported in these col
lumns in previous issues of The Flicke?·, 
it was seen on at least three occasions 
at the Lakehead in 1958. T. Swift saw 
one of these western visitors on May 5 
in the Black Sturgeon area and two 
more later in the month in the same 
region. W. Zaworski saw one in Fort 
William on May 24 and the Allins were 
fortunate enough to see another on the 
same day. Mrs. Howe reported one on 
May 24 and fou1· on June 3 at Dryden. 

Two breeding records are of even 
more interest. On May 23, K. Denis dis
covered Long-billed Marsh Wrens in a 
marsh on Pickerel Lake in the Sibley 
Peninsula. On June 14, he and David 
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Allin found nine dummy nests in the 
marsh. This is a new species for Thun
der Bay District. The Eastern Meadow
lark, although common at Duluth, was 
not re::orded from the north shore of 
Lake Superior until 1957 when the 
Speirs heard one singing at Dorion. On 
May 24, 1959, Dorothy Allin and I con
centrated our observations on the im
mediate vicinity of Fort William. In ad
dition to the Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
we saw two Hudsonian and 11 Marbled 
Godwits - a satisfactory outing. Later 
in the afternoon, in Neebing Township, 
we heard our first local Eastern Mea
dowlark and located the pair in a large 
grassy field. On June 10, I returned 
with K. Denis and the Robbs and was 
successful in locating the nest with four 
half-grown young - another new breed
ing record for the Lakehead. 

Loons and Grebes - ·walter Zaroski 
saw a Common Loon on April 14, a new 
early record. As usual, a pair nested on 
Pickerel Lake, Sibley Peninsula, where 
its nest was readily see11 from the main 
road. Both Horned Grebes and Red
necked Grebes were present in the park 
on May 23. Incidentally, we encountered 
large numbers of Horned Grebes along 
the Lake Superior shore between Two 
Harbors and Duluth on May 14. 

Ducks, Geese and Swcms - In general, 
the duck migration was satisfactory. 
Redheads were uncommon and late in 
arriving. American ·widgeon were very 
common. The goose migration was poor. 
Kergoerle reported from Marathon that 
the main movement of Canadas was in 
the third week of April. Migration was 
more prolonged than usual. The main 
goose flight occurs east of the Lake
head. Our only Blue Goose was discover
ed on May 19; no Snow Geese were seen. 
A Whistling Swan was seen on April 19 
and another on May 3. K. Denis and 
David Allin found a nest of the Ring
necked Duck containing 10 eggs, on June 
14, on the shores of Pickerel Lake. 

Hawks - Hawk migration was un
eventful. From Marathon, Kerkoerle 

September, 1959 

sent a belated report of a Gyrfalcon 
seen there on April 19. Dorothy Allin 
pointed out a Turkey Vulture over Pig
eon River on June 28. This is the fifth 
record for Thunder Bay District. Mrs. 
Howe reported a Turkey Vulture at Dry
den on May 7. They are more common 
in Kenora District than they are fur
ther east. On June 16, school boys locat
ed a nest of a Goshawk on the banks of 
the Kaministiquia River. We regret they 
shot an adult, cut down the nesting tree 
and destroyed two of the four young. 
The Dear collection contains three eggs 
taken in 1933 at Saganaga Lake by the 
late J. Jacob. We have no other' definite 
breeding record for this hawk. More 
successful is the Bald Eagle which is 
raising its young in a nest at the top 
of a white pine tree in Sibley Park. The 
tree is at the foot of a steep hill along 
a main road which permits the unusual 
chance to observe the nest at eye level. 

Grouse and Partridge - In the last 
Flicker we commented on the abundance 
of Ruffed Grouse. They have remained 
very common, the females being accom
panied by broods varying from one to 
11 young. The first brood of newly 
hatched young was seen near Nolalu on 
June 6. On June 15, Gregory Kemp 
killed a Gray Partridge with a cutting 
mower. She had been incubating 24 
eggs! No Spruce or Sharp-tailed Grouse 
or Ring-necked Pheasonts have been re
ported. 

Rails and Cranes - Four Sandhill 
Cranes were seen by the Atkinsons at 
Dorion on April 30. They remained a 
few days. We saw two Sandhill Cranes 
in that area on September 6, 1941. Five 
were seen at Silver Islet on September 
27, 1892 and four were seen at ·white
fish Lake, September 30, 1939. Dr. E. N. 
Wright found one dead on October 9, 
1952 and vV. Zaroski saw one in Fort 
William on June 13, 1958. At Pickerel 
Lake, K. Denis observed a Virginia Rail 
on June 21. This is the fourth local 
record for that southern visitor. Wil
son's Phalaropes were seen in two areas 
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on May 24 by K. Denis and W. Zaroski. 

Plovers th1·ough Terns - As a whole, 
the wader migration was poor although 
15 Dowitchers were seen on May 15 and 
the two Godwit species on May 24. Per
sonally, I failed to see a Black-bellied or 
Golden Plover, a Turnstone or a Soli
tary, Baird's, White-rumped, Red-back
ed, Least or Semipalmated Sandpiper. 
Admittedly, the waters were high but 
this is not a satisfactory explanation for 
their scarcity. Yellow-legs were not un
common. Five nests of \Voodcock were 
found. There were only three previous 
breeding records. At least two pair of 
Upland Plover returned to the fields 
they have occupied for many years. Mrs. 
R. M. Beckett observed one brood of 
young. Common Snipe were reported 
more frequently than for several years. 

Again, a few Ring-billed Gulls and at 
least two Bonaparte's Gulls were report
ed but no Iceland or Glaucous Gulls were 
seen. From northern Kenora District 
comes a belated report of an Ivory Gull 
killed at Severn Lake, 200 miles south of 
Hudson Bay in 1958 by a member of 
the Bearskin Indian band. The skin is 
in the Ontario Museum of Zoology col
lection. No Terns have been reported this 
year. 

Uove:; - As indicated on previous oc
casions, the Mourning Dove is gradually 
increasing in Thunder Bay District. 
Whereas formerly, a single bird might 
be seen in a season, during 1958 it was 
seen frequently. It is again relatively 
common. On June 10, we found a nest 
containing two young, at Dr. Hogarth's 
tree nnrsery where it was first found 
breeding in 1958. On our Frontenac trip 
in mid-May, we saw a Dove, one mile 
north of the Cascade River, and one at 
Baptism River on May 14 and another 
one mile south of Grand Marais, May 
18. During this period, K. Denis saw one 
in the same region . This species is rapid
ly extending its range northward. Kerk
oerle reported one at Marathon on April 
19 and again on May 24. This is the 
farthest north it has been reported along 
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Lake Superior. It again appears at Sault 
Ste. Marie, but we suspect these are 
Eastern Mourning Doves, whereas ours 
should belong to the western race, as 
should the one seen by Mrs. Howe at 
Dryden on April 18. 

Cuckoos through Swallows - David 
Allin reported the first Black-billed 
Cuckoos on May 30. Few have been sub
sequently reported. They did not arrive 
in Manitoba in numbers until mid-June. 
At least four Whip-poor-wills were 
heard calling in Scobie Township on 
June 1. This is the only area where they 
can regularly be found although one was 
heard on May 5 near Kakabeka Falls. 
Kerkoerle reports a Red-headed Wood
pecker at Marathon on May 21. Black
backed Three-toed Woodpeckers breed in 
Sibley Park. The Spiers found two nests 
there in 1957 and S. Walsh, park natur
alist, found a nest in June on the 
shores of Lizard Lake. Pileated Wood
pe~kers continue to increase in numbers. 
Flickers are very common this year. \Ve 
noted above the absence of Bank Swal
lows, and the abundance of Cliff Swal
lows. Barn Swallows remain common. 
Tree Swallows occupy 50 per cent of 
nesting boxes put out for Bluebirds. A 
Rough-winged Swallow was seen on May 
6 by K. Denis. There are few records 
for the occurrence of this species in 
Thunder Bay District but one breeding 
record. No Horned Larks were seen 
locally, but K Zroback saw a flock at 
Geraldton on May 1. 

Jays throt~gh Shril•e:;- Canada Jays 
and Ravens are both breeding in the 
Sibley Park region. Young Canada Jays 
were seen just outside the park on May 
23 by K. Denis. House Wrens are again 
common. Short-billed Marsh Wrens have 
been seen in Sibley Park and in Fort 
William. The latter colony is the largest 
we have seen locally. We noted above 
the Sibley Park Long-billed Marsh 
\\"rens. The only Catbird reported was 
one seen by David Allin in Sibley Park 
on May 30, where he saw a Brown 
Thrasher on May 26. Several other 
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thrashers have been reported. Reference 
should be made to an earlier paragraph 
dealing with the unusual influx of Mock
ingbirds to the west of the Lakehead. 
Robins, Swainson's and Willow Thrushes 
are very common. Vve are uncertain as 
to the status of the Hermit Thrush. The 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet was common on 
migration but I felt the Golden-crowned 
was very scarce. No Bohemian Wax
wings were seen after April 25; Cedar 
Waxwings appeared on May 1 and have 
been relatively common. K. Denis re
ported a Loggerhead Shrike at Ignace 
on May 11. It had previously been re
ported in Sibley Park and at Dorion. 

Vi1·co.s and Wa?·blen; - The Red-eyed 
Vireo is perhaps less abundant than it 
was a few years ago but is not uncom
mon. We saw two Philadelphia Vireos 
on May 21 and Dr. Axtell heard one 
outside Port Arthur on June 26. The 
warbler migration was an excellent one. 
Cape Mays were particularly abundant 
and were reported from widespread 
areas. Bay-breasted, Blackburnian, and 
Blackpoll Warblers were also common . 
The Palm was abundant. The Mourning 
seems more common than usual. Num
bers of Parulas were reported in Sibley 
Park on May 23. They should breed 
there as the balsams killed by the spruce 
bud-worm are festooned with Usnea. 

Bobolink-s to Tanagers - Some 20 
years ago, the Bobolink might be found 
in one area. This year we have found it 
in six different fields from southwest of 
Fort \Villiam to Dorion and other ob
servers could add further stations. Kerk
oerle saw one at Marathon on May 26. 
The " 'estern Meadowlark, rare until 
1934, continues to spread and is one of 
our most common summer residents. vVe 
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have noted the second occurrence and 
first breeding record of the Easte1·n 
Meadowlark. Reference has also been 
made to the influx of Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds. No Baltimore Oriole has been 
reporti>d this season. Rusty Blackbirds 
were uncommon this spring but the 
Brewer's continues to spread through
out the region. David Allin reported the 
only Scarlet Tanager on May 30 in Sib
ley Park where he is a Junior Park 
Naturalist for the summer. 

G1·osbeaks to Buntings - The Rose
breasted Grosbeak seems less common 
than usual. No Indigo Bunting has been 
reported. Four pairs of Evening Gros
beaks feeding on a gravel pile at Pigeon 
River on June 28 calls for investiga
';ion. Pine Siskins appeared on May 9. 
They were very common on May 23 and 
a few were still present. Song, Swamp, 
Savannah, Vesper, White-throated, Clay
colored and Chipping Sparrows are pres
ent in their usual numbers. We have 
twice seen and heard LeConte's Spar
rows. Lincoln's Sparrow was rarely seen 
on migration and is scarce or absent at 
Dorion where the Speirs studied a col
ony in 1956 and 1957. Harris's Sparrows 
and White-crowned Sparrows were seen 
but rarely. The race gambelii was identi
fied on May 19. 

Lakehead naturalists mourn the death 
on May 22 of Lieutenant-Colonel L. S. 
Dear who had studied the bird life of the 
Canadian Lakehead si.:1ce 1905. Dear 
contributed much to our knowledge of 
the wild life of the area. Many M.O.U. 
readers met him at Grand Marais or on 
one of their trips to the lakehead. We 
shall prepare an account of his life for 
a coming number of The Flicker. -
R egional Laboratory, Ontario Depart
ment of H ealth, Fort William. 
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Yellow Rails 1n Becker and Mahnomen 
Counties; Minnesota 

by 
Ronald Huber 

On June 20, 1959, three members of 
the A vifaunal Club were driving north 
on Highway 59 towards Mahnomen, 
Mahnomen County. We had sighted sev
eral Short-eared Owls along the way 
and were headed for Waubun, Mahno
men County to look for Greater Prairie 
Chickens. As we crossed the Becker-Mah
nomen county line, we took the first road 
west. The road twisted back until it ran 
along the county line. We stopped to 
observe some Le Conte's Sparrows in a 
wet, long-grass marsh. 

\\"e were surprised to hear a loud 
snapping noise of two syllables, a pause, 
and three syllables : tic-tic - tic-tic-tic. 
Suspecting it to be a Yellow Rail, we 
plunged into the marsh. The ticking 
stopped. We stopped. Five minutes pass
ed. The ticking again started, and an
other from across the road in the next 
county. Then, ultimately, we were greet
ed by a chorus of nine Yell ow Rails. 
With determination, we trampled flat a 
large "V" in the long wet grass to try 
anrl flush the little yellow bird that 
Pough calls "a mystery." \Ve had no 
results. 

We then trampled down a long, rec
tangular swath, as Kilgore and Brecken
ridge did in Marshall County, 1928. Still 
no results. Finally, we resorted to what 
proved to be a successful method. Clos
ing in on the nearest noise, we stomped 
down a large circle around it in the 
grass, hoping that the rail was approxi
mately in the center. We then trotted 
around the circle at a rapid pace, closing 
in the circle toward the center. When the 
circle was about 12 feet in diameter, the 
rail flushed from one edge and we got 
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a good look at him. The flight was typi
cally slow and fluttery. 

Around us, Le Conte's Sparrows and 
Short-billed Marsh Wrens watched with 
curiosity. T. S. Roberts' Birds of Minne
.~ota, 1!)32 says, "Its dimunitive size, 
reluctance to fly, and general elusive
ness amid the dense marsh vegetation 
where it dwells, make it very difficult to 
find. . . It is not strange that so little 
is known of the Yell ow Rail and that 
so few have actually seen it in its 
haunts." 

Minnesota breeding season records for 
the Yell ow Rail are as follows: 

lake Wilson, Murray County, June 10, 
1917 (only Minnesota nest) 

Sherburne County, July, 1885 

Becker County, June, 1885 

Kittson County, June, 1929 

Marshall County, June, 1928; June, 
1929 

Snails constitute most of the diet, and 
there were many clinging to the tall 
wire grass in this area. 

So little is, in fact, known about this 
bird, that there is still some question as 
to which plumage is adult and which 
is juvenal. 

Friedmann, Bi1·ds North and Middle 
,-.lmerica, part IX, 1941, says of the 
juvenal plumage, "Similar to adult . . . 
but with no white marks on top of head, 
hind neck or upper back ... " then, in 
a footnote, Friedmann says, "Roberts, 
Bi1·ds of Minnesota, 1932, p550 considers 
what is here called the juvenal plumage 
to be the adult and vice versa. The 
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eviJence available does not support this, 
but the matter should not be considered 
closed." 

However, Dr. \Varner has found evi
dence that does support Roberts' sup
position. Dr. Warner has taken X-rays 
of the study skins in the museum collec
tion and found that the specimens des
cribed as juvenal by Roberts have thin, 
juvenal bones, while the adult specimens 
have thicker bones. Bones examined were 
leg, wing, and skull. The leg bones pro
vide the best testimony. A nesting discov
ery, with nestlings or juvenal birds would 
conclusively decide the argument. Downy 
young have apparently never been des
cribed. 

We rounded out our trip by spotting 
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Greater Prairie Chickens at Mahnomen, a 
Nelson's Sparrow at Waubun, Baird's 
Sparrow at Buffalo River State Park, 
Clay County and Barnesville, Wilkin 
County, and Henslow's Sparrow at 
Barnesville. The Chestnut-collared Long
r.purs which have nested near Barnes
ville in recent years, were not seen. 

On July 24, Dr. Warner visited the 
Yell ow Rail site but neither saw or heard 
the rails. The area was completely dry 
and there were no snails on the wire 
grass. - Minneapolis, Minnesotn 

Edit01·'s Not e : These same rails were 
recorded again on June 27 by your edi
tor. Six were heard calling and the one 
seen was caught in the hand. (See Sea
sonal Report) 
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PLATE 1. RING-NECKED DUCK 

I 

PLATE TJ. LESSER SCAUP 
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PLAT E III. AMERI CAN WIDGEON 

Photos by Dana Struthers 

T'HE 1959 
WAT'ERFOWL SITUATION 

With another waterfowl season just about to begin, 
your editorial staff thought it wise to bring to our 
readers' attention, if it hasn't already been done, the 
drastic situation that presently exists with the North 
American Waterfowl population. We are reprinting 
on the next page an article that appeared in the 
August 15th issue of the Conservation News, a bi
monthly publication of the National Wildlife Federa
tion, 232 Carroll Street, Washington 12, D. C. The 
article speaks for itself. 
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Calling the Shot On the 1959 Duck Season 
In spite of the confusion that accom

panied drought conditions in the duck 
production area of North America dur
ing the spring and early summer of this 
year, a pretty vivid picture of what 
occurred has now emerged. 

Producing wild ducks for a rapidly 
increasing army of hunters is important. 
The harvest of birds needed for perpet
uating ducks in harvestable numbers, 
following an abnormally light hatch, 
could eliminate this sport for years to 
come. 

"Bud" Morgan, National Wildlife Fed
eration representative, spent most of 
June in the prairie provinces that pro
duce the majority of ducks taken in the 
Mississippi and Central Flyways-Man
itoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. He 
traveled several thousand miles and 
talked to personnel of the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service working in Canada, 
Ducks Unlimited, and those responsible 
for game in each of the three provinces. 
He came away with some definite ideas. 
He has assured himself that the tremen
dous shift of breeders from the prairies 
on which the duck prefers to breed and 
rear its young was directly due to a lack 
of water in the shallow lakes and pot
holes of the region. -Ernest Swif t 

* * * 
"Seventy per cent of water areas 

which had provided nesting habitat in 
'56 and '57 were dry during the spring 
migration. Those areas which held water 
were down. Wide mud flats separated 
water from herbaceous cover. These con
ditions were not ideal for either the div
ers or the dabblers. 

"Ducks will not tolerate crowding dur
ing the time they are reproducing. With 
greatly reduced habitat, many moved 
north in quest of more favorable condi
tions. But the north is a big country. 
Comparatively little is known of the 
McKenzie River Valley and the North-
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west Territory. The north had not been 
important in duck production in the past. 
In the minds of those responsible for 
duck management, the questions were: 
Will birds that have been forced into 
this area breed; and if they do, will they 
be sufficiently successful to compensate 
for the loss of production which is evi
dent on the prairie? 

"The June trip was too early for the 
answer to these two important questions. 
All that could be determined was that 
all reproduction, in north or south, would 
be late. Birds were still sitting around 
in pairs by mid-June. It was apparent 
that the hatch from early-established 
nests were poor. Broods were few and 
hard to find throughout June. There was 
a complete lack of habitat for over-water 
nesting, and unfavorable rearing habitat 
for ground nesters. There were millions 
of breeders that had been forced to move 
into unfamiliar areas in which they 
hoped to find adequate habitat. Nesting 
success would have to be determined 
later." 

The Federation went all the way in 
its effort to determine what to expect 
from these abnormal conditions. On July 
17, Morgan was sent north again. This 
trip was well-timed since birds hatched 
later than August 1 were not going to be 
of much value either to the hunter or as 
future breeders. 

"Late rains in some areas have im
prove::! water conditions slightly. In most 
areas the parched earth drank up the 
water as rapidly as it fell and the effect 
of the rains on duck reproduction is 
practically nil. In many of the more im
portant breeding areas water levels were 
lower in late July than in May. 

"The presence of Canvasbacks, Red
heads and Pintails was negligible on the 
prairies of the Provinces in June, and 
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they continued to be conspicuously ab
sent in July. 

' 'The hatch on all species is a least 
three weeks behind normal. Banding 
crews are hav;ng trouble finding birds to 
band and are able to take only a few 
ducklings large enough to hold bands at 
this time. One crew took 87 birds in nine 
days on an area where the same crew 
had averaged 90 a day in 1958. 

"South of the forested area, water 
conditions continue to be bad. There are 
a few isolated areas, such as Minnedosa, 
Manitoba, the Caran pothole area south 
of Caran, Saskatchewan, and the irrigat
ed area near Swift Current, that have 
held some migrating breeders because 
they offered some water in the spring. 
Even in these areas 70 per cent of the 
potholes that existed in '56-'57 are now 
dry. Of even greater significance, and a 
baffling problem for biologists, is the 
fact that only 25 per cent of the areas 
that have water are occupied by ducks. 
With competition for water as high as it 
is, one would expect every water area to 
be loaded. A limited production, pdmar
ily of Mallards, and some late-hatched 
Blue-winged Teal, will come from this 
area. 

"There will also be some production 
above the grasslands in habitat which 
historically has not produced ducks in 
great numbers. It will consist largely of 
Mallards, Baldpates, Blue-wings, and a 
number of Pintails. But it will not begin 
to compensate for the loss of production 
caused by the drought on the prairies. 
If the forested area were to produce 
twice the number of ducks that it will 
in 1959, the duck population would still 
be down to the danger point. 

"If present drought conditions should 
continue in 1960, there could be no duck 
harvest contemplated for that year. 
Even if water should await next spring's 
migration, unless shooting is curtailed 
in the fall of '59, the outlook is not good. 

"Ducks have a strong tendency to 
breed in the area where they originate. 
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Sowls, in his nesting study which began 
in '46 near Delta, Manitoba, proved this. 
Assuming that abnormally heavy snows 
refill the prairie potholes in the winter 
Jf '59-'60, the duck hunter will not profit 
unless there are ducks to use the water. 
Since the prairie pothole is the most im
portant production area, it follows that 
the duck produced from this area is of 
the greatest value as the bird who will 
place these potholes back into rapid 
production when conditions again be
come right. 

'Unless we give all-out protection to 
the comparatively few birds produced on 
the prairies in 1959 - these breeders 
who are to repopulate the prairies - it 
may be many years before duck hunting 
in the Mississippi and Central Flyways 
will be what we have known in the past. 

"At this time, the Canadian Wildlife 
Service has set the pattern for giving 
these potential breeders the protection 
so vital to future production. 

"On the basis of field reports, Can
adian Wildlife Service suggested a six
duck bag with not more than one Can
vasback or Redhead. It is believed that 
provincial administrators, who have had 
trouble with duck depredations during 
lush duck populations of the past, fear 
the criticism of farmers, if such a dras
tic cut were to be made this year. Cuts 
have been recommended, however. The 
three provinces of Alberta, Saskatche
wan and Manitoba (the prairie pro
vinces that produce the ducks for Cen
tral United States) are recommending 
opening later, taking five less ducks per 
day, allowing 15 less ducks in possession 
and cutting the number which may be 
exported by five ducks. Of the seven-bird 
bag not more than four may be Canvas
backs or Redheads, and not more than 
eight such birds may be possessed. 

"We will soon know what those re
sponsible for duck management in the 
States will do. If they provide for a late 
opening (which will tend to save some 
of the prairie-reared breeders of the 
future), a shorter season, and a smaller 
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bag, they will not be wearing red faces 
if and when it becomes necessary to 
request more duck protection on the part 
of Canadians. 

"If we are willing to forego a heavy 
slaughter in 1959, duck-wise, we are still 
in good shape. 

"It is proved by research that natural 
mortality accounts for approximately 50 
per cent of the duck population's de
crease annually. In other words, there is 
never a harvestable surplus of breeders. 
Harvest, in any year, must be based 
upon the number of birds produced in 
the year in which harvest takes place. 

"It fias been ascertained reproduction 
is low in '59. It follows that wise duck 
management call s for reduction in kill. 

"We can well afford to copper our 
bets in 1959. \liTe won't suffer too great
ly if we cut bags and seasons this fall. 

With conditions, both in duck popula
tions and water levels, what they are, I 
would recommend opening two weeks 
later, with three in the bag (no Canvas
backs or Redheads), and a 30-day sea
son. I would further recommend some 
soul-searching on the part of the duck 
hunter and taxpayer - soul searching 
to determine why he continues to pay 
taxes to drain potholes to increase agri
cultural production. We don't need more 
land to produce more surpluses. Let's 
pay the farmer for doing something 
that is constructive and in the public 
interest. Pay him for terracing, con
touring and land practices that will 
store water in the soil or for placing 
more land in the Conservation Reserve 
Program. Let's demand that draining 
the life blood from the land be stopped." 
-H. R. Morgan 

The Minnesota Bird Banders 
by 

Carl M. Johnson and Forest V. Strnad 

Last January we sent out letters to 
the people we knew about who held bird 
banding permits for the State of Minne
sota, asking for a list of the birds they 
had banded during 1958. Little did we 
realize then what an interesting project 
this would be. The list which follows, 
shows that 169 specieg of birds, totaling 
14,671 individuals were banded. 

A mimeographed report went out to 
these people the latter part of February 
carrying some of this report. Since that 
report was made, more banders have 
reported and we have received more 
names of persons who are active band
ers because this column was started in 
the March issue of The Flicker. 

We are happy to have the report from 
the Minnesota Department of Conserva
tion and National Wildlife Refuges in 
our state. Dr. Arnold B. Erickson is 
head of the Game Research project of 
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the Minnesota Department of Conserva
tion . He has two men working under 
him who are in charge of banding of 
birds. Fonest B. Lee is the leader of the 
Waterfowl Research banding project and 
he has four permanent staff members 
working with him, Leon Johnson, Nor
man Ordal, Robert Benson and John 
Lindmeier. Much of the actual water
fowl banding program is carried out by 
temporary employees w h o do the 
actual labor of capturing and banding 
the young ducks. The Upland Game 
Research banding program is under the 
direction of Dr. Stanley Harris, who is 
stationed at Madelia. 

National wildlife refuges located in 
our state include Upper Mississippi Riv
er Wildlife Refuge, with Dr. William 
Greene as manager. His office is located 
in Winona. He reports that no birds 
were banded in Minnesota during 1958, 
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but that they have been banding Wood 
Ducks this year. That report will come 
out next year. The Rice Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge at McGregor is under 
the management of Claude R. Alexan
der. The Mud Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge at Holt is managed by Herbert 
H. Dill. No waterfowl were banded there 
in 1958, but the refuge clerk, James M. 
Thompson, reports on his personal band
ing. The Tamarac National Wildlife Re
fuge at Rochert is managed by Robert 
W. Hunt. The 40 Canada Geese which 
he reports are captive and are classed as 
experimental. The birds will not be 
released as free flyers until 1961. 

William J. Ellerbrock, Jr. is also with 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau 
of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife and has 
his office in St. Paul. He has been plac
ed in charge of the program of banding 
nestling Mourning Doves over a five
year period which runs from 1956 until 
1960. He has many persons working un
der him on a sub-permit. That is where 
l (Strnad) got my start in bird band
ing. 

The University of Minnesota has 
three Master Permits held in the names 
of professors, and the students do most 
of the banding under their supervision. 
Dr. Dwain W. Warner is at the Museum 
of Natural History on the Minneapolis 
campus and Dr. James Beer and Dr. 
William H. Marshall are both in the 
Division of Entomology and Economic 
Zoology, University Farm, St. Paul. So 
far as I know, Dr. P. B . Hofslund of 
the University of Minnesota, Duluth 
branch, has his own permit and does 
his banding as a hobby rather than 
holding a Master Permit for his stud
ents. 

We hope to present thumbnail sketches 
of other banders in a future issue of 
Th e F licke1·. 

Together, the professionals and the 
amateur banders have compiled a good 
report for 1958. It is not a matter for 
competition between the two groups, but 
rather both working together to form a 
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complete picture of what is happening 
in the world of birds. 

As we look at bird banding today, we 
can be sure that many more birds are 
being banded because of the use of mist 
nets. Where, as in the past, if a bander 
could get 500 birds in a year he was 
f'oing good, today, with hard work, a 
bander can get almost that many in one 
month during migration. 

Some reflections on 1958 banding in 
Minnesota could point out the four spec
ies of hawks and the Golden Eagle that 
were banded. The Sharp-shinned Hawks 
were taken in nets. In future years, no 
doubt, someone will discover how to 
capture more hawks at Duluth and we 
may be able to have an interesting story 
on where they go. The Yellow-breasted 
Chat was the first one banded in Min
nesota, and the Prothonotary VI/ arbler 
was unusual and may have been the first 
one banded. The year 1958 was very 
definitely a Red-breasted Nuthatch year 
throughout the whole state. Bohemian 
Waxwings were not plentiful, but a good 
number of Evening Grosbeaks were 
banded. 

All of the Blue-winged Warblers were 
banded in the Whitewater Refuge. It 
will be interesting to watch what de
velops in this section of the state over 
the coming years. 

Pine Siskins were rare and it was a 
poor year for Warblers. House Wrens 
and Eastern Bluebirds showed up unus
ually well where Bluebird trails have 
been established. The first Cardinal band
ed in the Duluth area came during 1958 
and was banded by Gary Kuyava. 

Looking forward to the reports which 
will come in on 1959 banding activity, 
we would like to make several sugges
tions: (1) Send them in to Forest V. 
Strnad, Kasson by the end of January, 
1960. (2) Please list them in A.O.U. 
numerical order. (3) We would like to 
hear from every bander irregardless of 
how many or how few birds you banded, 
or if you didn't band any birds at all. 

(Continued on page 90) 
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Number-Species <i 0 ;r:,S w ;;; 0 .:; u u u "' "' 2-RED-NECKED GREB E 2 
4-EARED GREBE 1 
6- PI ED-BILLED GREBE 27 

51a-HERRING GULL 
69-FORSTER'S TERN 
77 -BLACK ToRN 2 10 

131 - HOODED MERGANSER 1 
132-MALLARD 114 4 2651 
133a-BLACK DUCK 10 69 
135-GADWALL 25 
137-AMERICAN WIDGEON 6 41 
139-GREEN-WINGED TEAL 306 14 
140-BLUE-WI NGED TEAL 16 1504 
142-SHOVELER 23 
143-PINTAIL 4 130 
144- WOOD DUCK 22 389 
146-REDHEAD 110 
l47-CANVASBACK 86 
149-LESSER SCAUP 7 
150-RINGED-NECK DUCK 449 
ISla-COMMON GOLDENEYE 206 
167- RUDDY DUCK 11 
172-CANADA GOOSE 
191-LEAST BITTERN 
201-GREEN HERON 
212- VIRGINIA RAIL 3 
214-SORA 
221-AMERICAN COOT 285 
228- AMERICAN WOODCOCK 
230-COMMONSNIPE 
233- STILT SANDPIPER 
239-PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
242-LEAST SANDPIPER 
243a-DUNLIN 
246-SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER 
255-LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
256-SOLITARY SANDPIPER 2 
261 - UPLAND PLOVER 3 
263- SPOTTED SANDPIPER 2 
273-KILLDEER 
274-SEMIPALMATED PLOVER 
30Da- RUFFED GROUSE !14 

316-MOURNING DOVE 3 3 

331-MARSH HAWK 4 
332 --SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 2 
337- RED-TAILED HAWK 
349- GOLDEN EAGLE 
360-SPARROW HAWK 
366-LONG-EARED OWL 
372-SAW-WHET OWL 
373m-SCREECH OWL 
375-GREAT HORNED OWL 
388- BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO 
390-BELTED KINGFISHER 
393-HAIRY WOODPECKER 
394-DOWNY WOODPECKER 4 10 2 
402-YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 
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409a-RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 2 
412a-YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER 6 2 3 
42<>=-COMMON NIGHTHAWK 
42B RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 
444-EASTERN KINGBIRD 2 
447-WESTERN KINGBIRD 
452a-GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER 2 
456- EASTERN PHOEBE 5 5 
4bi-EASTERN WOOD PEWEE 3 
463 YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 3 
466a-TRAILL 'S FLYCATCHER I 10 
467- LEAST FLYCATCHER 2 13 
475-:_BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE 4 
477-BLUE JAY B 6 
4BB- COMMON CROW 
493 STARLING 
494-BOBOLINK 
49Sb- BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 20 4 
497-YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 3 
49B-REDWINGED BLACKBIRD 29 
SOl - EASTERN MEADOWLARK 
SOT."i"=WESTERN BEADOWLARK 1 
507-BALTIMORE ORIOLE 3 
509- RUSTY BLACKBIRD 
Sllb-COMMON GRACKLE 10 14 6 3 
514-EVENING GROSBEAK 4 
517-PURPLE FINCH 2 4 
522- WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL 
52Bb-COMMON REDPOLL ----
529-AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 40 3 
533- PINE SISKIN 
536-LAPLAND LONGSPUR 9 
540-VESPER SPARROW 3 
542f-SAVANNAH SPARROW I 

553-HARRIS' SPARROW --10 

554-WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW 2 
554a- WHITE-CROWNEDSPARROW (Gambelii) 7 
SSB-WHITE-THROATEDSPARRW 240 II II 35 
559-TREE SPARROW 14 
560- CHIPPING SPARROW 4 2 
561-CLAY-COLORED SPARROW I 
563-FI ELD SPARROW 45 
567- SLATE-COLORED JUNCO --35 71 7 B 
567f-OREGONJUNCO 3 
581u SONG SPARRow- 9 25 2 19 
583-LINCOLN' S SPARROW 7 
SB4a- SWAMP SPARROW 19 20 
585-FOX SPARROW-- 3 2 
587-RUFOUS-SI.DED TOWHEE 
593-CARD I NAL IS 2 
595-ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 17 
59B- INDIGO BUNTING 9 2 
60B- SCARLET TANAGER 2 
611-PURPLE MARTIN 3 
612- CLIFF SWALLOW 17 
613 BARN SWALLOW 
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2 1 1 7 
5 1 1 19 

1 16 11 10 1 54 
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11 2 5 7 2 9 9 1 61 
2 4 

98 86 21 1 208 
1 1 

12 30 1 2 1 29 99 
7 1 313 324 

30 12 2 9 4 4 11 9 47 157 
4 4 

1 
3 10 5 2 2 2 27 

1 1 
16 1 61 2 1 101 2 37 79 52 56 441 

306 6 19 335 
13 29 72 1 2 126 2 251 

1 1 
35 1 36 

248 5 8 1 32 27 364 
2 1 3 

1 6 16 
4 1 8 
2 6 1 10 

5 2 7 17 4 46 
3 6 3 4 4 1 23 -

8 1 16 
6 57 426 20 80 5 40 931 

118 9 3 8 3 20 176 
12 5 2 5 1 6 10 48 
2 17 21 

89 14 1 1 150 
203 314 46 53 3 57 210 1004 

1 1 5 
1 89 81 13 3 18 9 269 

24 5 2 16 5 59 
78 7 6 1 9 141 
12 30 3 51 

1 1 
39 1 3 1 21 82 
39 2 8 7 73 
18 2 1 2 34 

--- ---
3 5 
1 24 28 I 

8 83 16 124 
1 8 13 1 19 42 

September , 1959 !l:l 



"' 
...; "' Bander's Name 

oi. ..... 
~ ~ .. 

~ 

..,; 
~~ ... ...; 

" .; :>: c .. :; ~ i c- i 
.., 0 

;:; .:o 
3 0. ·~ ~ ..0 :; -..: 0 c" -" "' 

Q "' .. "' "' ~ 
:.:a. oii ... o" 0 

~ ·t c" c :;" c" 'iQ .. 
~ 

.. 
~ A.O.U. .. :e :;; of ~ : .c ..0 ~~ 

-; .. ·- c 0 -; 
Number-Species ~ 

0 0 ~:5 .:; ... ... ... w ..: "' "' 614-TRH SWALLOW 3 3 
616-BANK SWALLOW 15 
617-ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW 4 
618-80HEMIAN WAXWING 
619-CEDAR WAXWING 2 15 
622e-LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 
624-RED-EYED VI ERO 23 
626-PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
627-WARBLING VIREO 
629-SOLlTARY VIREO 
636-BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER 
637-PROTHONOTARY WARBLER 
641-BLUE-WINGED WARBLER 5 
642-GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER 
645-NASHV1LLE WARBLER 
646-0RANGE-CROWNED WARBLER 
647-TENNESSEE WARBLER 2 
650-CAPE MAY WARBLER 
652-YELLOW WARBLER 3 5 
655-MYRTLE WARBLER 
657-MAGNOL1A WARBLER 2 
658-CERULEAN WARBLER -----
659-CHESTNUT-SI DED WARBLER 
660-BAY-BREASTEDWARB~ 
661-BLACKPOLL WARBLER 
662-BLACKBURIAN WARBLER 
--~--

672- PALM WARBLER 2 
674-0VENBIRD 
675a-NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 2 
676-LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH 
679-MOURNING WARBLER 
680-MACGILLIVRAY 'S WARBLER 
681 d-YELLOWTHROAT 2 18 2 
683-YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 
685-WILSO~WARBLER 
686- CANADA WARBLER 
687-AMERICAN REDSTART 3 7 3 
704-CATBIRD 2 89 14 
705- BROWN THRASHER 3 3 
721 - HOUSE WREN 6 
724-SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN 
725-LONG-BILLED MARSH WREN 2 
726-BROWN CREEPER 
727-WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 3 
728-RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 4 
731-TUFTED TITMOUSE 
735-BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 8 21 
748- GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 
749-RUBY-CROWNEili<INGLET 2 3 
756-VEERY 2 
757-GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 
758a-SWAINSON'S THRUSH 4 
759b- HERMIT THRUSH 
761-ROBIN 14 24 2 9 
766- EASTERN BLUEBIRD 5 

TOTAL SPECIES 10 46 77 6 25 30 7 4 5 
TOTAL NUMBER OF BIRDS 484 428 700 30 6048 143 24 7 66 
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3 6 1 21 12 49 
7 9 10 27 68 
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10 10 
21 5 3 2 48 

1 3 4 
8 5 1 1 1 39 
1 1 

12 1 5 2 21 
1 1 

1 3 1 1 8 
1 1 

15 2 1 24 
1 

3 8 1 1 14 
1 1 8 11 
3 12 1 6 24 
1 2 4 

11 4 10 4 1 3 41 
6 3 24 33 
1 4 1 2 11 
1 1 
2 1 3 

3 3 
1 3 4 

1 1 
1 3 1 1 1 10 
2 6 2 11 
4 1 2 10 

2 2 
1 4 6 11 

1 1 
6 9 4 10 5 56 
1 1 
3 2 7 13 
1 1 1 4 

22 7 3 3 1 49 --
18 153 35 17 16 14 358 

18 18 11 1 56 
6 2 4 6 28 39 1 92 

1 1 
1 1 4 
2 3 3 3 12 

1 17 1 7 1 13 18 2 64 
5 2 1 3 16 
8 3 3 14 

1 42 18 32 14 3 17 21 1 13 193 
1 1 2 

3 8 2 12 1 31 
3 24 1 31 
6 8 6 1 22 
3 30 29 1 68 
1 1 10 8 21 

17 6 24 65 2 63 2 65 1 27 322 
2 38 52 97 --

12 3 1 6 120 74 55 53 11 28 84 5 17 1 4 1 3 169 --
428 202 40 18 1882 1542 298 593 178 307 1082 446 102 48 370 8 24 14671 
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Notes of Interest 
SUMMER SIGHT RECORD OF A HAWK-OWL IN BELTRAMI COUNTY, 

MINNESOTA- While I was making observations in a mature Black Spruce-Fir 
forest about 18 miles north of Four Towns, Beltrami County, Minnesota, on July 
14, 1959, I was able to observe a Howk-Owl at close range. A bird flushed about 25 
yards to my right which I took to be a Sharp-shinned Hawk by its size as it flew 
toward me. When it alighted in a low limb of a spruce tree about 20 feet from me, 
I was able to clearly sae the owl-like face pattern. I watched it in the field of six
power glasses for about ten seconds until it was flushed by another person. As it 
flew past me, about 15 feet away, I noticed the slow, easy wing beat, conspicuous 
patches of white on both sides of the tail near the base, a dark gray back, and a 
long hawk-like tail. I followed the bird for about 15 yards, when it landed on the 
ground in a small opening. I was able to watch the bird plainly for about 30 seconds 
from a distance of about 25 feet until it was flushed. The bird flew off and I was 
unable to follow. - William Schmid, Zoology Depa?·tment, University of Minnesota , 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* 
MAY BIRDING IN TRAVERSE COUNTY, MINNESOTA - On May 23, 

Brother Theodore Ron and Harding Huber, Ray Glassel and myself spent the better 
part of a day observing birds along the east shore of Lake Traverse, Traverse Coun
ty, Minnesota. At the south end of the lake we noted eight individual Western 
G1·ebes plus three White Pelicans. The Pelicans were very common as we continued 
up the Jake. They were in view on different parts of the Jake constantly. Western 
and Eastern Kingbirds were abundant along the roadside. The ·western Kingbird 
outnumbered the Eastern in this particular locality. At the north end of the lake, 
between Lake Traverse and Mud Lake, we found an extensive area of exposed mud 
flats. As a result we observed a number of shorebirds. The most important were 
three American Avocets feeding close to the roadside. Possibly of more importance 
was a single \Vestern Sandpiper that we observed for several minutes at approxi
mately 20 feet. This is an interesting record because at present there is no specimen 
of this species in the University of Minnesota Museum collection. When we left Lake 
Traverse and headed east on Highway 27 we noted a pair of Burrowing Owls Hi 
miles east of \Vheaton, Traverse County. These birds were at their nesting burrow 
which was located in weedy pasture between two farms . No eggs or young were 
found in the burrow, but we picked up several handfuls of pellets. These pellets were 
turned over to the Museum of Natural History for analysis. A report of this analy
zation will be found in this issue of Th e F/icke?".- Robert B . Jnnssen, Minnenpoli .q, 
Minnesota. 

* * * 
BEWICK'S WREN NESTING IN ANOKA COUNTY - (Editor's Note: The 

following· information was received from daily records kept on ::lx5 cards by Mr. 
Wagner.) 

April 15-Wife noticed pair of wrens working behind shed (old delapidated 
building, open in ~.he back and filled with old boards and other refuse). 

April 19-Wrens identified as Bewick's by Bob Hadson and Dave Dilcher (Uni
versity of Minnesota students). Observed pair working on nest in 4" pipe which was 
resting at an incline on a heap of old bricks, behind shed. 

April 27-Nest in pipe has been completed for some time now. \Vrens not notic
ed in pipe but still around area. 

May 10-\Vren seen carrying insect near pipe this afternoon, and on checking, 
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discovered female on nest. This is the first time I was certain that the nest would 
be used. Had observed no eggs previously, but may not have been able to see them 
in nest pocket. 

May 11-Checked nest at 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., female present both times. Female 
observed off nest for 10 or 15 minutes shortly after 8 p.m. 

May 12-Checked nest at 7:15 p.m., female on, male heard singing nearby 
from time to time. Female left nest again for a few minutes around 8 p.m. 

May 14-Checked nest at 7:45 p.m., female on. 
May 29-Have checked nest almost every evening including today at 7:45 p.m., 

female still sitting. 
May 31-Young heard in nest for first time this afternoon (wasn't able to 

check yesterday). Ther~ seems to be saven young. (If incubation started on May 10 
and hatching occurred yesterday or today, that would amount to 20-21 days.) 

June 9-10:30 a.m., both adults noticed in clump of boxelders - appear to be 
trying to coax young from nest in pipe. Checked again at 11:00 and all young were 
out of nest - was able to locate about four of them on branches in various places 
20-24 feet from nest. Parent wrens were trying to chase a Brown Thrasher away 
from area, 30 feet from the nest; and when I looked, a young, dazed and bleeding 
Bewick's Wren was found on the ground. This bird may have gotten too close to a 
Thrasher nest nearby. The young Bewick's appeared to be nearly dead, but I put it 
back into the pipe and one-half hour later it had recuperated enough to fly out into 
a Goosebeny Bush a few feet away and the parents began feeding it shortly after
ward. 

June 12-Have either seen or heard Bewick's Wrens within 200 feet of nest 
every day since they left the nest. At 3:00 p.m. today, I noted an adult Bewick's 
building a new nest in the corner of an old garage, just inside the door. The new site 
was about 30 feet from the old. 6:00 p.m. parent Bewick's and young came from 
neighboring yard to vicinity of new nest. Adult birds flit in and out of nest a couple 
of times. 8:45 p.m., with mirror and flashlight observed new nest and discovered at 
least three young Bewick's in it! 

June 13-No young in nest this morning. Temperature last night was down 
to mid-50's. Heard Bewick's singing toward back of yard about 4:30 p.m. 

June 18-0bserved Bewick's nearby every day since they left the nest. Adult 
popped in and out of "new" nest about 9:00 p.m. today. 

June 20-0bserved adult Bewick's in new nest momentarily again today, but 
they apparently are not going to use it. 

June 30-Raining when I got home today (4 p.m.), but there seemed to be con
siderable Bewick's activity. On observation, the adults and several young were in 
the neighboring yard and it appears that this may be a new brood. 

July 13-Today is the first day I have not seen or heard a Bewick's around since 
April 19. 

July 18-Still no Bewick's around, either they are quiet or have left area. -
J et·ome Wagner, Anoka, Minnesota. 

TEXAS RECOVERY OF MINNESOTA SLATE-COLORED JUNCO- Slate
colored Junco, 27-68268, banded at Duluth, Minnesota on September 27, 1958, was 
shot by Clement C. McDaniel of Austin, Texas, six miles south of Yellowpine, Texas 
on December 26, 1958. Yellowpine, Texas is approximately 1,140 miles from Duluth. 
As is shown by the coordinates of longitude (0920 for Duluth and 0934 for Yellow
pine), this bird traveled almost due south from Duluth. - G. C. K1tyava, Duluth, 
Minnesota. 
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SHORT-EARED OWL PREYING ON POCKET GOPHER - Field observa
t ions on hunting by predatory birds are usually fragmentary. A plumetting hawk 
may be seen to seize and carry off prey but rarely is one successful in identifying 
the prey taken or finding out the details of the conditions under which the capture 
was made. I recently had the opportunity to piece together the complete story of a 
Short-eared Owl hunting episode. I had just turned a sharp corner on a gravel road 
in southern Mahnomen County when a Short-eared Owl flushed from the edge of 
the tall grass on the road shoulder. The bird flew up so close that the car nearly 
struck it. After a few yards, the owl turned aside and alighted in the tall grass of 
a hay meadow 100 feet from the road. It carried prey in its talons but I could not 
recognize it. Thinking that, with binoculars ready, I might be able to identify the 
prey as the bird flushed, I walked out into the field and the owl flew up, but with

out the prey. A moment's search located the hind quarters of a %. grown pocket 
gopher ( Geomy bw·sarius). Returning to the spot on the road shoulder where the 
owl had flushed, I found most of the fore quarters of the gopher. It lay close beside 
an open burrow in the gravel shoulder of the road. I noticed that the owl had been 
sitting and dismembering its prey in a little pocket in the tall grass by the road 
and consequently had not seen my car until it was almost upon it. On examining the 
little opening in the grass, I discovered many cut off stubs of grass. The opening 
had been made by the gopher as it ate away the grass stems closest to the open hole. 

Pocket gophers rarely emerge from their underground burrows at all except to 
shove dirt from their burrows. The taste of the fresh grass had evidently lured this 
unwary young pocket gopher to leave the protection of its burrow only a foot or so 
but nevertheless this had been far enough to permit the hunting owl to make an 
agile aerial maneuver and pounce on the rodent before it could reach its burrow. 
I had once before seen a young pocket gopher foraging a little distance from its 
hole. Burrowing animals generally have poor eyesight and must be extremely wary 
and secretive if they are to survive. This apparently is an example of how natural 
selection operates to P.liminate the unwary and venturesome young of this little 
burrower. - W. J. Breckerwidge, Dire f"Lor·, Mu seu-m of Ncttural H istory, University 
of Minnesota, Minn ectpo/is 14, MinneHota. 

:j! 

S\VAINSON'S HAWK IN DODGE COUNTY, MINNESOTA- On August 15, 
when I was in Kasson, Dodge County, I had the opportunity to spend several hours 
with Bill Longley of the Minnesota Conservation Department. Our main topic of 
conversation revolved around the Swainson's Hawks that he had recorded in Dodge 
County over the last ten years. He stated at least a pair or two had been seen every 
summer during this pe-riod in the wo0dlots located across the central part of the 
county. 

To further verify that these hawks probably nest in Dodge County, we observed 
an adult Swainson's Hawk sitting on a dead tree along a county road between Oslo 
and Kasson, Dodge County. On August 26, 1959 another Swainson's Hawk was seen 
by Bill Longley circling over the city of Kasson. 

Roberts, in "The Birds of Minnesota," states that the Swainson's Hawk is rare 
even during migration in the eastern part of the state, and is found breeding only 
in the far western po1tion of the state. 

A concerted effort will be made during 1960 to find the nest of this species in 
Dodge County. If the bird is nesting in this part of the state, it will certainly indi
cate a definite breeding range extension of this species in Minnesota. - Robert B. 
Janssen, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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SPRING DIET OF A MARSH HAWK - While on a banding expedition on 
Duluth's Park Point at Harbor Island I noticed an adult male Marsh Hawk stoop, 
attack and kill a Greater Scaup Duck. The date of this observation was May 15, 
1959. This same hawk was observed on each succeeding day until May 30. I am 
positive that all observations were of the same hawk because three feathers were 
missing from the left wing. The three feathers were possibly the third, fourth, and 
fifth primaries. After I observed the bird kill the duck on May 15, I flushed the 
bird as it was beginning to eat its prey. When I examined the dead duck, I found 
that most of the breast feathers had already been removed. The head had been torn 
away from the body and the neck was completely eaten. A few fragments of flesh 
and skin were torn away from the breast. After about five minutes of examining 
the prey, I left the area. On May 16, I returned and found the duck completely eaten 
except for the feathers, a few of the larger bones, the bony end of the wings, and 
the head. 

The following is a list of all the prey which I saw the Marsh Hawk kill: May 
15, 1 Greater Scaup, 1 Mallard; May 16, 2 Mallard Drakes; May 17, 1 Blue-winged 
Teal; May 18, 1 Lesser Scaup; May 19, 2 Blue-winged Teal; May 20, 1 Hooded 
Merganser; May 21, 1 hen Mallard, 1 Blue-winged Teal; May 22, no kill witnessed; 
May 23, 1 Domestic Duck (white) ; May 24, 1 Duck (the hawk flew away with it 
preventing identification) ; May 25, 2 male Blue-winged Teal; May 26, 1 male Mal
lard; May 27, 1 Lesser Scaup; May 28, 1 hen Mallard; May 29, 2 male Blue-winged 
Teal; May 30, 1 Lesser Scaup. It is interesting to note that the entire observed kill 
consisted of waterfowl, all of which were killed on shore. Other animals may have 
been taken but if they were, I believe that I would have observed at least one animal 
other than a duck being killed.- G. C. Kuyavn, D1duth, Minnesota. 

AMERICAN AVOCETS NESTING IN MINNESOTA- Although Avocets are 
observed nearly every spring during migration at the Orwell Refuge and Public 
Hunting Grounds, Ottertail County, Minnesota, it is only this year that any have 
nested and produced young. During spring migration 13 adults were seen. All but 
three moved on after spending a few days. 

On June 19, two of these adults continually dived on us while we were building 
a dike for a subimpoundment on the area. Both birds were very uneasy and would 
fly quite close giving their characteristic cry. They indicated by these actions that 
either a nest or young were near. 

On June 22, three adults and three downy young were observed. The young 
Avocets were seen along· the margin of an open water pool and when it was decided 
by Ernest Dow to get a closer look, they merely went straight ac1·oss the water, 
sw;mming with ease. 

The young do not have the turned up bill as do the adults, but the markings are 
somewhat alike. A reddish tan was noticed on the neck but only on a small area 
located on the lower part. Instead of white, as on the old birds, gray is predominate. 
However, the black markings can be seen coming in, but not distinctly. 

On June 30, the young birds were looked for but only one could be found. It was 
overtaken so that close observation could be made. When it found we were very 
close, it moved into an old muskrat run and lay perfectly still with its head stretched 
out along the water. Besides the color and marking, it was noticed that there ap
peared to be a partial web between its toes. We did not pick the bird up but could 
:see the feet pretty well through the water. - Morris L. Pete1·son, Rochet·t, Minne
;;ola. 
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GRACE LAKE HERON COLONY - On June 29, 1959, I found what could 
possibly be a new Great Blue Heron colony in Minnesota. The colony of 27 nests is 
located on Grace Lake just inside of the wilderness boundary of the Superior Na
tional Forest. The nests are on an island in the northeast corner of the lake. The 
nests are typical heron nests placed between 25-40 feet above the ground in the 
Maple and Basswood trees which cover the island. At the time of my arrival, the 
young birds were about ready to leave the nest. To reach Grace Lake, one must put 
his canoe into the water at the end of the Sawhill Trail at Sawhill Lake, paddle 
over to the Alton Lake Portage which is about 10 rods long. Once in Alton Lake, 
paddle to the Beth Lake Portage which is 144 rods long. Once in Beth Lake, the 
ornithologist has two portages, of which he can take either, to get to Grace Lake. 
One is 287 rods long and skirts a string of small potholes. If he takes this one he 
will arrive at Grace Lake tired and hot, and about two miles from the heron colony! 
The other portage is actually two portages, the first of which is 76 rods long and 
ends at small Ella Lake. A short but welcome 14 mile paddle will take him to the 
Grace Lake Portage which is 187 rods long. Once at Grace Lake he has only % of a 
mile to paddle to reach the colony. The technical location of Grace Lake is N 1h, 
T62N, R5W.- G. C. Kuycwn, Duluth, Minnesota. 

* * 
PREDATION BY GRAY JAYS ON THE YOUNG OF THE HOARY BAT

Late on the morning of June 30, 1959, two Gray Jays (Perisoreus canadensis) were 
observed in the upper branches of a dead Tamarack tree (Larix laricina) tugging 
at a dark brown object that appeared entangled in the pendant fruticose lichens 
growing on the branches. For about ten minutes, the object showed no movements, 
but as the birds tugged persistently at it, the brown form began to move in a slow, 
undulating manner. Gradually, it slipped lower in the lichen growth and revealed 
the form of a large tree bat. 

As the bat slipped downwards, the birds began to cry loudly and to make 
stronger efforts to draw the bat upwards toward the branch on which they were 
perched. Repeated tugs at the bat's wing, which was caught in the lichens, succeeded 
in keeping the bat close to the birds. The other wing dangled freely and slowly 
moved upwards and downwards. The bat was apparently helplessly entangled in the 
lichens. The tree in which it was suspended, was 50 feet in height and the branch 
from which the bat was suspended was 42 feet from the ground. 

After the bat was drawn up toward the branch and apparently secured quite 
well in the lichen thalli, the more aggressive of the birds made several thrusts with 
its bill at the abdomen of the bat and was. observed to remove a large pink object 
from the bat. This object was immediately eaten. Several more thrusts by the bird 
were less violent, and after a few minutes the birds departed from the tree top. 

Later, the bat was removed from the tree and identified as a Hoary Bat (Las
itwns cinereus) female which had young nursing. The bat was recovered alive, and 
one young male was found nursing on it. All four mammae of the bat were lactating, 
and the reproductive organs indicated that the bat had given birth to at least two 
young with the possibility of a third. The object which the Canada Jay had eaten 
was obviously one of the young of the bat. The wing span of the adult female bat 
was 15 inches. 

These observations were made at Twin Lakes Bog southeast of Mary Lake, 
Itasca State Park, Clearwater County, Minnesota. The two specimens of Lasiurus 
cinenu; were preserved and deposited in the Minnesota Museum of Natural History 
in Minneapolis. - Lazurus W. Macior, O.F.M., St. F1·ancis College, Burlington, 
Wisconsin. 
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NESTING OF THE AMERICAN AVOCET IN MINNESOTA - Ernest H. 
Strubbe of Alberta, Scevens County wrote me regarding his observations of the 
nesting of American Avocets in Stevens County. His letter follows in part, "I first 
saw the. male bird on a mud flat along a slough and near a road on May 30. On 
May 31, I returned to the site with three witnesses and my telephoto camera. Dur
ing one hour's observation we noticed several exchanges of the parents on the nest 
which were located in :l neighboring cow pasture and contained four eggs. None of 
us visited the nest after that for fear of giving away the location to some of the 
Ring-billed and Franklin's Gulls, several hundred of which swarmed about the 
vicinity. Since then, I have revisited this slough several times, obtaining some fair 
p:ctures of the birds. During this time the water level kept getting lower until there 
was hardly any water left near where the little Avocets were due to hatch. The main 
part of this slough is about one-half mile away from the nest and I am glad to re
port that four little Avocets just safely made the journey today, June 25." 

In a subsequent letter dated July 13, Mr. Strubbe wrote the following, "Since 
writing you the last report I revisited the Avocets about ten days ago and they still 
had all four young. Yesterday, I searched for them again but was unable to locate 
any birds, old or young. As this slough area covers about 211 ac1·es and there are 
numerous points covered by reeds and cattails jutting out into the remaining water, 
I still have hopes that the Avocets are there somewhere and that I'll see all four 
young birds again before long. The shore line was full of raccoon, fox, dog, mink 
and man tracks, and if they do raise all four of those little "fluff balls," I'll take 
my hat off to one pair of adult Avocets." This is a very interesting and important 
report and as far as I know, is one of the first nesting records of the American 
Avocet in Minnesota in the twentieth century. - Mary Lupient, Minneapoli.~, Min
nesotrt. 

* 
HAWK NOTES - On May 29, 1957, Forest Strnad and I watched a Marsh 

Hawk as it made many unsuccessful attacks upon a male Ring-necked Pheasant. The 
pheasant was feeding in a plowed field just a few feet from a grassy slough. Be
tween attacks, the hawk either circled over the field and appeared to be hunting or 
he alighted in the field and kept his eye on the pheasant. When attacking, which he 
did almost leisurely, he approached from the rear of the pheasant which assumed a 
fighting crouch, feathers fluffed out, head pulled back, and beak pointed at the 
attacker. Usually he managed to tum his body toward the hawk in plenty of time, 
but a few times he had to bear the attack while looking over his shoulder. The hawk 
always swerved away when within two or three feet of the target. An approaching 
automobile eventually put an end to the display. 

On August 13, 1959, a Sparrow Hawk flew from a telephone wire as our car 
approached, and he dove at the head of a male Ring-necked Pheasant which was 
running across the rofld. It was a very near miss, and I would judge it was of 
playful intent. The little hawk dashed on. Late1· on, another Sparrow Hawk, that 
flushed ahead of our car, came close to catching a Song Sparrow which escaped only 
by diving into thick vegetation. As the hawk flashed on over the field it was in turn 
attacked by two Eastern Kingbirds. This attack continued for about' a quarter of a 
mile as the hawk pursued a tortuous course to escape the tormentors. Several times 
I have seen Sparrow H:1wks with meadow mice, many times with grasshoppers, once 
with a young striped ground squirrel, but I have never before seen them attacking 
or carrying birds, although they are known to do so. - William H. Longley, Kasson, 
Minnesota. 
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THE MAGPIE AND MOCKINGBIRD IN ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
- Hofslund (The Flickm·, 30:159) and Erickson (The Flicker, 29:95-99) recently 
summarized the localities from which Black-billed Magpies had been observed. On 
November 21, 1958, I observed a single Black-billed Magpie in the central part of 
the Carlos A very Refuge in northern Anoka County. This is apparently the first 
recorded observation for Anoka County. 

A Mockingbird was seen on December 19, 1958 near the nursery in the Carlos 
A very Refuge. The rarity with which this bird is observed in Minnesota makes this 
an interesting record. - James R. B eer, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

* * 
HENSLOW'S SPARROW EXTENDS RANGE IN MINNESOTA-Roberts, in 

"The Birds of Minnesota" states that the normal summer range of the Henslow's 
Spanow extends northward across the southern part of the state to Grant and Isanti 
Counties. While in Mahnomen County on June 27, 1959, on the State of Minnesota 
Conservation Department Wildlife Study area four miles west of Waubun, at least 
one Henslow's Sparrow was observed. The bird was singing its peculiar "song" and 
several others were heard in the immediate vicinity. The habitat in which the birds 
were located was a low grassy area surrounding a cattail marsh. Due to the diffi
culty in finding a nest of this species and the short length of time we were in the 
area, no attempt was made to locate the nesting site. As of the above date, no nest 
had been found by any of the researchers conducting studies on the area. It is prob
ably a valid assumption to presume that the birds were breeding in the area. 

The above type of habitat is that which is mentioned as being typical breeding 
habitat for this species. On July 20, 1958 Brother Theodore and I located a breeding 
group of these birds near Winona, Winona County. The area was located along 
Highway 14 on the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi River. The birds were found 
s:nging in a dry weedy field adjacent to a recently cut alfalfa field . As mentioned 
above, the area was located on the bluffs overlooking the river and did not contain 
any marshy or meadow areas. As this species is one of the little known members of 
the so-called group of marsh dwelling sparrows, it is interesting to note their pres
ence in this type of habitat. - Rol>er·t B. Jnnssen, Minnectpolis, Minnesota. 

MacGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER BANDED AT DULUTH- Early in the morn
ing of May 25, 1959, I was checking my mist nets which were set at my banding 
station. In one net, I found a Canada Warbler, two Mourning \Varblers, and another 
bird which I thought was also a Mourning Warbler. At the time I paid little atten
tion to it. I had five other nets to check! When I finally took this questionable 
Mourning Warbler out of the gathering cage I saw a white bar under and over each 
eye. Not recognizing these marks, I began to check through the references which I 
keep near my banding table. When I found nothing which looked like the bird I held 
in my hand, I knew I r eally had something. So I tried to key it out in T. S. Robert's 
Mnmwl of the Birds of Minnesota. The key took me to the Mourning and the Con
necticut Warbler. This bird was neither, as the Mourning Warbler has no eye ring 
and the Connecticut Warbler has a complete eye ring. When I consulted the book, 
Bir·cls of America, edited by T. Gilbert Pearson. I found, at last, what I was looking 
for. The description of ihe adult female MacGillivray's Warbler fit the bird which I 
held in my hand exactly. This bird looked very much like an adult female Mourning 
\Varbler except for the white bars over and under the eyes. In a conversation with 
Dr. W. J. Breckenridge at Itasca State Park a few days after I had banded the 
bird, he thought that ihe bird I had banded might very well be Oporornis tolmiei. 
Thus, MacGillivray's Warbler, 27-68812, is the third record for the state of Minne
sota. - G. C. Kuyava, Duluth, Minnesotn. 

102 THE FLICKER 



NOTE ON FOOD HABITS OF THE BURROWING OWL IN MINNESOTA 
- This report includes data obtained from pellets collected in the vicinity of the 
nesting burrows of two pairs of Burrowing Owls in western Minnesota. All of the 
material was collected during the past summer (1959). Robert Janssen collected 24 
pellets around a burrow near "'heaton, Traverse County, on May 23. Dr. Brecken
ridge and John Tester found 21 pellets near a burrow in Mahnomen County. I picked 
up eight pellets and a handful of animal remains around this burrow on July 11. All 
of the pellets contained animal remains, e.g. mouse skulls and beetle elytra, which 
give some indication of what these birds eat. 

There were two adult birds in the vicinity of the nesting burrow in Traverse 
County when Robert Janssen vis:ted the a1·ea. The material that he collected was 
composed almost entirely of the remains of small mammals. The 24 pellets contained 
nine Deer Mouse (Peromyscus ) skulls, seven Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicns) 
skulls and the eyltron of a beetle. 

About three-fourths of the 21 pellets collected in Mahnomen County by Dr. 
Breckenridge and John Tester were formed of fur and bones of small mammals, the 
rest being mostly insect remains. This material yielded the skull of one Masked 
Shrew (So1·ex cinereus), the remains of a Leopard Frog (Rana JJipiens), three 
Deer Mouse skulls, sev<'n Meadow Vole skulls, 19 elytra of Carrion Beetles (Silphi
dne), six elytm of Ground Beetles ( Carabidae) and 13 elytra of four other different 
species of beetles which were not identified. The material that I gathered at this 
burrow contained five elytra of Carrion Beetles, two legs of Grasshoppers (Locus
ticlae), one elytron of an unidentified beetle, the skull of a Deer Mouse, the skull of 
a Masked Shrew, four Meadow Vole skulls and one (one inch by two inches) piece 
of fur of a Spotted Skunk (Spilogale interrupta ). 

From these data it appears that Burrowing Owls, like most hawks and owls, are 
beneficial to man. Small mammals and insects seem to be the most important items 
on the menu of this bird. However, this diet probably changes with seasonal varia
tions in th e abundance of prey. - William Schmid, Zoology Departmen t, University 
of Minnesota, MinnN~J!o li.~. Minnpsotrt. 

POSSIBLE SIGHT RECORD OF THE CATTLE EGRET IN MINNESOTA
On June 29, 1959, about 10:00 a.m., while driving south on Highway 29, approxi
mately three to five miles north of Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, I saw a bird 
which appeared to be a Snowy Egret. By the t ime my husband could bring the car 
and our small travel trailer to a halt, we were perhaps a quarter of a mile beyond 
the tiny pond on the west side of the Road. I hurried back, stopping for a look 
through my binoculars as soon as I could spot the bird again. After making my way 
forward, gradually, I was finally close enough to make the following observations: 
The bird was standing on a pile of d1·ied reeds, it was all white with a pinkish rusty 
tinge down t.he back of the head and down the back, the bill, legs and feet were 
yellow. This latter characteristic at once eliminated the Snowy Egret as the possible 
identification of this bird . The head and bill were held in a horizontal position which 
is typical of herons and the bird had the "chunky" appearance of herons. On the 
pond were several Franklin's Gulls which gave me the opportunity of comparing the 
size of the two birds. The "egret" was about half again as large as the Franklin's 
Gull. When I moved closer, the bird flew. As lt circled overhead, I noticed its neck 
was folded back during flight and its legs were extended to the rear. Its wing beats 
were of about medium !'peed. 

I studied the bird again for awhile after it settled on the same pile of reeds, but 
still I could not come to any conclusion as to the identity of the bird. I was wonder-
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ing if it could be an albino o£ some species. Even after several days of puzzling 
over my observations and studying bird books, I still could not identify the bird as 
to species. 

I next wrote to Dr. Breckenridge for more information. In his reply, Dr. Breck
enridge stated that what I ha.d seen \vas undoubtedly a Cattle Egret. This, to Dr. 
Breckenridge's knowledge, is the first record for the State of Minnesota. - Mr.~. 

/)nrrPll M. Hnnnn, Sioux City, Iowa. 

MARSH HA \\"K - RING-NECKED PHEASANT ENCOUNTER - On June 
29, 1959 I observed a :\1arsh Hawk (Ci?"Cus cyaneu.s) make numerous passes at a 
Ring-necked Pheasant hen (Phasianus colchicus). The incident occurred at 10:00 
a .m. on a gravel road five miles southwest of Waubun, Mahnomen County, Minne
sota. The pheasant stood at the edge of the road partly sheltered by vegetation while 
the hawk circled about 20 feet above. When the hawk swooped the pheasant ran 
toward the center of the road and displayed by holding her tail erect with feathers 
spread and by partially spreading her wings (comparable to the appearance of a 
male Sharp-tailed Grouse, Pediocetes phasianellus, in dancing posture). When the 
hawk had passed, the pheasant returned to the roadside and remained there until 
the next pass by the hawk. It appeared to me that the pheasant would have had 
ample time to run into dense cover or to fly when the hawk was circling. The hawk 
continued making passes for about two minutes. It was then "chased" by a Red
winged Blackbird (Ag elaius phoenimeus) and flew away from the area. The pheas
ant disappeared into th;) vegetation bordering the road. - John R. Tester, Museum 
of Naturnl Hi.~tor1f, Universitu of Minnesotn, Minneapoli.q, Minne.qofn. 
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THE PRESIDENT 'S PAGE 
The first hundred pages of Volume 1 of Birds of Minnesota, by Thomas S. 

Roberts, discusses Trumpeter Swans, Passenger Pigeons and other birds that were 
once common, native birds of Minnesota. As one r eads, he might get the feeling that 
the real opportunities for an ornithologist in our state are gone. It is true that there 
are very few virgin forests or prairies left. However, thi s does not mean that there 
are no longer possible discoveries in the field of bird-watching today, just as there 
were then. For instance, just since the last issue of The Flicker, a Grove-billed Ani 
was seen in western Minnesota (see cover). This fall, Ross Olson had an immature 
Gyrfalcon go through his nds while hawk-trapping. At Encampment Forest, Mrs. 
Penner is reported to have seen what must have been a Wheatear. All these would 
be considered rather unusual birds for Minnesota. However, in reality many birds 
not indigenous to the State of Minnesota must pass through, unnoticed in their 
wanderings. Several years ago some eastern ornithologists moved to Denver. There 
they discovered several species of warblers that were not supposed to be found west 
of the Great Lakes. They not only saw them once, but many times, and when members 
of the Denver Museum went out with them, they also observed and collected them. 
Now these warblers are considered common species during migration in the Denver 
area. The fact is these birds were probably migrating through this area before these 
bird-watchers moved out there, but they had never been observed or identified. 

In Minnesota, most bird-watchers live in the Duluth or Twin City area. Yet 
there are many parts of the state where unusual birds could be living without their 
being recognized. And there has never really been a concerted study of all the birds 
that go through the Duluth area. Because of Lake Superior, not only hawks, but 
shore birds, warblers and many other species are funneled into an area a few miles 
wide that would normally include four or five hundred miles, if the lake were not 
there. Because of such a vantage point, the ornithologist has an opportunity to 
observe birds unequaled anywhere else in the state. 

Therefore, the above-cited instances would seem to indicate there is still much 
to be learned of bird life in Minnesota. The staff at the Museum of Natural History 
can only cover a small part of this natural field. It is up to the amateur ornithologist 
to contribute his observations to the museum, and to The Flicket·, in order that more 
complete records can be coordinated and maintained. To really do a proper job of 
studying, an extensive, full-time research program would have to be carded on in 
various parts of the state. Inasmuch a s this is not feasibl e, the combined efforts of 
individuals must be relied on for the majority of observations and records. It is 
recognized that necessarily these r eports must be somewhat haphazard, as for in
stance many reports show f~rst arrivals in the spring to be on week ends. Yet thi s 
does not mean that the birds arrive only on the week end. The birders just go out 
more often on week ends. The fact that more birds of certain species are seen in one 
area rather than another u~ually means that is where the bird-watchers spend their 
time, and not that it is where the birds actually are. 

Consequently, all these facts must be weighed in painting the true picture of 
Minnesota. Thus, the more accurate information that is supplied, the clearer and 
better the conclusions. 

Dana R. Struthers 
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Preliminary Ornithological Survey 
Of French Creek Bog 

by 
Joyce H. LeFebvre 

Several ornithological surveys of Itas
ca State Park have been completed but 
apparently no one has investigated the 
distribution of birds occurring in French 
Creek Bog. The primary aim of this 
preliminary investigation was to deter
mine the distribution of birds in this 
bog. 

French Creek Bog is located on the 
west shore of the north arm of Lake 
Itasca, Itasca State Park, Clearwater 
County, Minnesota. The bog, including 

the open sedge (Carex sp.) Bog Birch 
(Betula pumila) and Tamarack (Larix 
laricina) vegetational zones, is approxi
mately 110 acres. The open sedge mat is 
approximately 1400 feet long, extending 
from the Jake shore to the northwest 
corner of the bog. Surrounding the open 
sedge on three sides in concentric rings 
is the Bog Birch zone, followed by Tam
arack, which grades into the vegetation 
of the surrounding upland ridges. 

Field work extended from June 12 

Table 1. Breeding birds recorded in the northern half of French Creek Bog.* 
Type of Habitat 

... 
'"' "" ...... ~ 

~ ~ "' ~ c ~ 
'-' '-' 

..., 
... ;:! 

-~ <:l '"' ~ l:: ... '"' ~ '"' c 
'"' i:Q <:l ~ " ., "" ...... 
""' - <:l ~!l 
~ ""' 

~ ""'~ ;l~ 
;:! "' Species '"' c <:l c R. c...__ 
~ ~ t/:J i:Q E-o i:Q ;:! E-o c 

American Bittern f n X 1 1 
Virginia Rail n 1 1 
Sora n 1 1 
Eastern Kingbird f f f,n 2 2 
Eastern Phoebe X f,n ( ?) 
Traill's Flycatcher n f,n ( ?) 5 1 
Cedar Waxwing f,n f 6 3 
Red-eyed Vireo f,n f,n ( ?) 3 1 
Nashville Warbler n 1 1 
Parula Warbler 11 8 
Yell ow Warbler n n X 9 
Yellowthroat X n n 20 2 
Redwinged Blackbird n,f n X X 30 15 
LeConte's Sparrow n X 8 ( ?) 1 
Swamp Sparrow n n 23 2 
Song Sparrow X n 2 
* Census trails in bog birch and tamarack 2,000 and 1,500 feet long, respectively. 
f feeding 
n nesting 
x presence observed 
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Table 2. Non-breeding birds observed in French Creek Bog. 

~ !l ..., ., 
c:l "''"l:l ., !:! ., ~ 
§ ~ ~ .., ~ ... ~ go.~ ~ ~ c l::l>-

~=~.., ~~ c:l~ Species ~CI:l OCI:l CQCQ e-. 
Common Loon 
Great Blue Heron 
Mallard 
Common Goldeneye 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Bald Eagle 
Osprey 
Black Tern 
Barred Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Tree Swallow 
Blue Jay 
Common Crow 
Catbird 
Veery 
Yell ow-headed Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Scarlet Tanager 
Purple Finch 
American Goldfinch 
f flying overhead 
p perched, swimming or standing 

through July 6, 1959. Actual census 
work was not begun until June 20. 

PROCEDURE 
Two census trails in the Bog Birch 

and in the Tamarack zones, 2,000 and 
1,500 feet long, respectively, were mark
ed with tags at 50-foot intervals on the 
north half of the bog. Six trips were 
made over each trail, four trips on each 
trail from 5 :00 to 9:00 a.m. and two 
trips on each trail from 1:00 to 5:00 
p.m. In addition, the bog was traversed 
on two nights from 7:00 to 9:30 and 
11 :00 to 12 :00. The open sedge was 
crossed twice by walking back and forth 
across the width at 10-foot intervals. 

Three to five minute stops were made 
at each marked station along the two 
trails, and sight records and/or singing 
birds were noted on worksheets. After 
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p,f f f f f 
p,f f f f f 
p,f f f f f 
f 
f 
f 
f 
f 

f 

f 

p 

f 
f 

f f f f 
f f f f 
f f f f 
f f f f 

p ( ?) 
f f f f 
f f p f 

p p 
f f f f 
f f p 

p p 
p p 

p 
p 

p p p 
f f p p 
f f p p 
f p p p 

each trail had been covered six times, 
individual maps were made for each 
species so that approximate boundaries 
of territories and number of breeding 
pairs could be calculated. 

Several nests were located in the 
course of this study, but no concentrat
e:! effort was made to locate all nests 
within the area. A summary of nesting 
information appears in Table 3. 

CENSUS RESULTS 
The breeding populations of the birds 

are summarized in Table 1. Sixteen 
species are known to have nested in the 
area, and 22 additional species were 
observed but were not known to have 
nested in the bog. Some species listed in 
Table 2 may have nested in the area 
previous to my arrival (e.g. Common 
Loon); and others, such as the Ameri-
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Table 3. Summary of nesting data. 

Species 

American Bittern 
Virginia Rail 
Sora 
Eastern Kingbird 

Traill's Flycatcher 
Cedar Waxwing 

1 
1 
1 
2 

1 
2 

3 
5+ 
6+ 
3.5 

(3-4) 
4 

5 
6 
5 

141 
(120-162) 

26 
168 

12 
12 
12 

150 
(60-240) 

60 
330 

Type of Habitat 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(120-216) (300-360) 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Nashville Warbler 
Y ellowthroat 

1 
1 
2 

(destroyed) 50 72 X 

X 

X 

Redwinged Blackbird 

LeConte's Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 

* inches 

15 

1 
2 

2 
3.5 

(3-4) 
3.5 

(3-4) 
(destroyed) 

4 
(3-5) 

can Goldfinch, had not yet begun to 
nest at the completion of this study. 

DISCUSSION 
The majority of birds nesting in this 

community nested in the Bog Birch and 
Tamarack zone. The open sedge sup
ported the least number of nesting birds. 
This is primarily due to the character of 
the vegetation, mainly Carex sp., which 
apparently does not provide suitable 
nesting cover for birds that might other
wise utilize this area. 

The prese:nce of Le Conle's Sparrow 
on the open sedge is an unusual obser
vation for this area. This species had 
not been recorded for Itasca State Park 
previous to this spring (May 10, 1959), 
when it was observed by members of 
t.he Minnesota Ornithologists' Union. I 
recorded eight singing birds and I found 
one nest on the open sedge mat. 

I observed two male Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds on the open sedge and lake 
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13 
(3-12) 

14.3 
(9.5-29) 

7 

42 
(24-60) 

32 
(12-50) 

12 
12 

x5 x10 

X 

X 

shore from June 12-16. William Schmid 
also observed them. on June 14. Consid
erable time was devoted to watching 
these two males for signs of nesting 
activity but at no time were females 
observed, and after June 16 the two 
males disappeared from the area. Yel
low-headed Blackbirds are not known to 
nest within the park boundaries. 

Hickey (notes on the succession of 
ovian communities at Itasca State Park, 
Minnesota, The Flicker, 28:2-10. 1956) 
recorded Swamp Sparrows in the sedge 
and cattail areas in other bogs within 
the park; I did not observe this species 
in the open sedge but I did record it in 
the Bog Birch and Tamarack areas. 
Likewise, I did not find breeding Song 
Sparrows in the bog proper, instead, 
they were recorded only where the 
bog meets the upland slope by the lake 
shore. - Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History, University of Minnesota, Min
neapolis, Minne.~ota. 

THE FLICKER 



Seasonal Report 
by 

Mary Lupient 

For the most part the weather during 
the last half of July to the first week 
of September was very hot and humid. 
Cool pleasant weather set in about the 
middle of September and frost occurred 
in northern sections of the state on 
September 16. The first week of October 
was Indian Summer weather which was 
all too short. From then on the weather 
was cloudy and cold. Rain and snow 
occurred intermittently over the state. 
In the north three to four inches of 
snow fell October 26. Precipitation was 
above normal. The Weather Bureau rec
ord for Minneapolis, Hennepin County, 
indicated 24.71 inches of precipitation 
from January 1, 1959 to October 27, 
1959 and during the period July 1, 1959 
to October 27, 1959 the precipitation was 
13.66 inches. The migration proceeded 
normally except that the occurrence of 
a blizzard in Canada north of Minnesota 
drove many geese and ducks into north
ern and western sections somewhat ear
lier than usual. Otherwise, in other 
parts there was no record of exception
ally early movement of waterfowl. Mrs. 
Jane Olyphant reported a goose migra
tion near St. Paul, Ramsey County, 
October 12. There were Snow and Can
ada Geese. Large flocks of Canada 
Geese, apparently looking for a place 
to land, circled over river lowlands in 
Scott County, October 15 and two Can
adas spent a few days on Lake Nokomis, 
Minneapolis, Hennepin County, the third 
week of the same month. Hunters around 
McGregor, Aitkin County, stated that 
there was a goodly number of ducks and 
geese present on the opening of the 
hunting season. Also, the bag limit was 
taken by many nimrods in western and 
northwestern areas. Ducks, including 
Common Goldeneyes, had appeared in 
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waters around the Twin Cities by Octo
ber 19. In Scott County, October 3, 
thousands of Pintails wheeled in a great 
flock looking for a place to stop. Ac
cording to Dr. Roberts in "Birds of 
Minnesota" this flight of Pintails is 
commonly seen in early October. Wood 
Ducks appeared to be more common 
than during 1he past few seasons. 

About 50 Franklin's Gulls "hawked" 
in Scott County, October 3. With them 
was a late Common Nighthawk. 

Approximately 50 Common Egrets 
spent the late summer in waters adjac
ent to the Minnesota River, Scott Coun
ty. Seventy-five were seen in this same 
vicinity September 25 by A. C. Wan
gaard. Jane Olyphant reported a small 
number near Fergus Falls, "Wilkin Coun
ty, August 3. 

Pheasant hunting was reportedly poor. 
Soy beans and corn had not been har
vested, the cover was thick and a good 
deal of moisture made the going very 
muddy. Hunters were of the opinion 
that the pheasant crop was small. We 
consulted Dr. Arnold Erickson of the 
State Conservation Department who 
stated that the pheasant population was 
down about 40% from last year's count 
which was highest on record. He said 
pheasants were examined for disease 
but none was indicated. 

In some areas the grouse population 
was apparently small. According to Har
vey Gunderson and John Jarosz of the 
Museum of Natural History the hunting 
was poor in Mille Lacs and Aitkin Coun
ties. However, reports indicated that 
they were abundant north of Ely, St. 
Louis County, and also along the North 
Shore. A small flock of Gray Partridge 
was seen in Scott County, near Shak
opee, September 27 by this writer. 
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During the second week of September, 
Lester Badger saw 27 White Pelicans 
in McLeod County. On August 1, he said 
there was a concentration of about 3,000 
shore birds along the shores of a small 
lake in the same county. They were 
mostly small peeps, Yell ow legs and Pec
toral Sandpipers. In Mille Lacs County, 
M. Ivanous saw two Dowitchers October 
12. On August 17, this writer was trav
eling through Douglas and Grant Coun
ties on a bus and saw thousands of 
shore birds feeding in shallow waters. 
On the week end of September 18-19, 
one American Golden Plover and several 
Black-bellied Plovers were found in the 
grassy section on Minnesota Point, Du
luth, St. Louis County. Brother Theodore 
reported one Whimbrel and two Sander
lings far out on the point on the same 
date. The water in Lake of the Isles, 
Minneapolis, was below normal this 
season during part of the time and 
Dorothy Legg saw several flocks of 
small peeps feeding on the muddy shore
line, October 19. 

The only record of Whistling Swans 
was sent in by Dean Honetschlager, Still
water, Washington County. A small 
flock was sighted there on October 14. 
He stated also that hawks were ex
tremely active the week of September 
20, and among others there were four 
Red-shouldered Hawks. The hawk count 
was made by members of the Minnesota 
Ornithologists' Union under Dr. P. B. 
Hofslund m Duluth the week end of 
September 18-19. Few hawks were fly
ing, possibly due to wrong wind direc
tion, but hundreds of Sparrow Hawks 
were perched on telephone and fence 
wires along the North Shore of Superior 
as far up as Schroeder, Cook County. 
Brother Theodore said that five Pigeon 
Hawks were observed on Minnesota 
Point on the above week end. Remark
ably, this writer saw three Goshawks 
November 2 in Hennepin and Scott 
Counties. 

The movement of swallows, thrushes 
and flycatchers was about as usual. 
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Robins had gathered in great flocKs by 
October 1. At this time thousands were 
singing in the rain along the shores of 
Lake Nokomis, Minneapolis. With them 
there were about 200 Myrtle Warblers 
feeding on the ground and several Gold
en-crowned Kinglets in the evergreen 
trees. An albino Robin was reported in 
Edina, suburb of Minneapolis, October 
29 by Mrs. Sadie Whitesel. 

A few Red-breasted Nuthatches ap
peared with the warbler migration which 
began August 11 in very hot weather. 
The warblers drifted through until late 
October. No waves of any size were 
reported. Myrtles were abundant this 
fall; they were reported from all parts 
of the state. An unusual number of 
Black-throated Blue Warblers was seen 
by R. E. Cole. Ten of them in a flock 
were on Minnesota Point September 22. 

American Goldfinches in large flocks 
roamed the countryside adjacent to the 
St. Croix, Mississippi and Minnesota 
River valleys during September and 
early October. A Brown Thrasher was 
still lingering in Minneapolis October 3. 
Reportedly, clouds of Redwinged Black
birds numbering tens of thousands were 
seen throughout the state. In an area 
in Scott County they settled in a pasture 
and blackened several acres of the earth 
October 25. Their flight was very spec
tacular. A large flock of Rusty Black
birds was noted in Scott County, October 
17. 

Purple Finches had arrived in the 
Twin Cities by October 19. 

The peak of the Slate-colored Junco 
migration was the week of October 15. 
Fox, Song and Harris' Sparrows passed 
through in comparatively large numbers 
at the same time. The first Tree Spar
rows noted in Hennepin and Ramsey 
Counties were on October 13. Besides 
Marie Aftreith's record of Snow Bunt
ings near Schroeder on the North Shore 
of Lake Superior, which follows, there 
were two records of a single bird each. 
Harvey Gunderson and John Jarosz saw 
one in Mille Lacs County, October 12 
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and one was seen by John Jarosz in 
Kanabec County, October 20. 

The following communication, dated 
October 28, came from Marie Aftreith 
of Schroeder. "The fall migration on 
the shore was not as spectacular this 
year as last. First flight of geese Octo
ber 11 and 150 plus on the 14, both 
flights were Canada Geese. A Catbird 
stopped for four days, October 6 to 10, 
a White-breasted Nuthatch came on the 
11th and stayed until the 18th when a 
female Rose-breasted Grosbeak came. 
She eats with the Slate-colored Juncos, 
'White-crowned and Tree Sparrows and 
Snow Buntings which are everywhere. 
October 28 we had a visit from a Boreal 
Chickadee." 

The following, dated October 9, came 
from Dr. P. B. Hofslund, Duluth area. 
"Haven't been out to watch the hawks 
since the count, but I don't think that 
we have had a very great count. We 
only counted 772 on the four days. Had 
a big small bird flight last week end. 
On October 5 saw hundreds of Lapland 
Longspurs, Slate-colored Juncos, White
throated Sparrows and Water Pipits on 
the campus. Also several Yellow-shafted 
Flickers, Robins, Eastern Bluebil·ds and 
one Brown Thrasher. We picked up 18 
dead birds around the windows on the 
2nd, mostly warblers of various species, 
18 dead sparrows, (White-throated and 
Slate-colored Juncos, plus one Swamp 
and one Lincoln's) on the 5th and an 
equal number of White-throated Spar
rows and Slate-colored Juncos on the 
6th and 8th." 

The following records were received 
from Orwin Rustad October 29. "White
throated Sparrow, first fall record, 
September 13, 1959. Apparent waves, 
October 1, 6 and 21. Last banding rec
ord October 24. Slate-colored Junco. 
First fall record September 10. Black 
and White Warbler, banded September 
1, Nashville Warbler banded September 
26; Tennessee Warbler banded in Fari
bault, Rice County, October 11; Tennes
see Warbler banded in Duluth, September 
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19; Wilson's Warbler banded September 
13; Red-breasted Nuthatch, banded Sep
tember 21; Swain son's Thrush, four 
banded September 24 and October 10; 
Hermit Thrush banded October 13; at 
Whitewater Park, Winona County, 
White-crowned Sparrow first seen and 
banded October 18; Fox Sparrow, first 
seen and banded September 27; Harris' 
Sparrow, first seen and banded Septem
ber 27, last seen and banded October 18. 

This writer attended a very successful 
meeting held by the American Orni
thologists' Union in the new Museum of 
Natural History in Regina, Saskatche
wan, Canada. Very interesting papers 
were presented and rewarding field 
trips scheduled. Six bus loads of mem
bers participated in one of the field 
trips, the highlight of which was the 
sight of approximately 10,000 Sandhill 
Cranes in one flock. About one-half of 
them rose and circled directly over us, 
evidently riding on the air currents. For 
several minutes they put on a wondrous 
show in the bright sunlight, constantly 
calling in melodious tones. There were 
several species of water birds seen on 
this trip, interesting ones, such as White 
Pelicans, ·western Grebes, gulls, shore 
birds, etc. On another trip one of the 
most outstanding areas we visited was 
Qu' Appelle valley which is a long glacial 
valley lying in Saskatchewan. It has 
gently sloping walls broken by coulees. 
This valley is wide and at the time of 
the trip much of the floor was made 
up of mud flats and shallow water fur
nishing a fine opportunity to study shore 
birds and water birds which on that day 
were the same species we see in Minne
sota. Rock Wrens inhabited the slopes 
which were strewn with small boulders 
and each pair of birds apparently in
cluded one rock in its territory because 
they kept constantly returning to perch 
on or about it. The Rock Wren is said 
to nest in a rock crevice but I did not 
see the nest or hear the bird sing. -
212 S.E. Bedford Stree t, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 
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The Minnesota Bird Banders 
by 

Forest V. Strnad 

The hawk flight from Duluth's Sky
line Boulevard on the week end of Sep
tember 19 and 20 was not spectacular 
this year because most of the time the 
sky was overcast and some of the time 
it rained. But for those persons who are 
interested in banding birds the week end 
was not a loss, in fact it proved to be 
very fruitful. The weather for this time 
of year was unusually warm and on 
Sunday the temperature got up to 61 
degrees. There had been no general frost 
in the area. 

Plans were set up by Carl Johnson 
and your writer for the banders to meet 
in Duluth this week end for the purpose 
of seeing if we m'ght be able to net and 
band a variety of passerines, shore birds 
and, if possible, a few hawks, in addi
tion to viewing the hawk migration. 
Gary Kuyava and Robert Cohen of 
Duluth took care of local details, such as 
notifying the police of our activities so 
that we would not be bothered by per
sons who did not understand our pur
pose. But in spite of this careful prepar
ation our Sunday's banding was marred 
by having one 30-foot net cut off the 
poles and a 60-foot net knocked down 
by three boys about ten years of age. 
They said they wanted to protect the 
birds. Interestingly enough there were 
no birds in the nets at the time and 
I failed to see how they knew we were 
netting birds. A costly lesson to all of 
us and a reminder to have our govern
ment signs up stating the purpose of 
the nets. 

Banding activities started Saturday 
morning about 7:00 o'clock when we set 
up three nets near the lake in a large 
patch of wild sunflowers which we 
called "Sunflower Slip." In two hours, 
34 American Goldfinch were banded. 
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Total length of nets was 60 feet. Band
ers were Gary Kuyava, Orwin Rustad 
a nd Forest Strnad. Robert Cohen was 
present but did not band. 

Since many of the birds we were 
catching were already banded (Cohen 
had banded 73 birds there the day be
fore, Carl Johnson had banded there on 
Labor Day week end and Gary had done 
some banding there) we pulled the nets 
and some of the banders went out to 
Morgan Park to set up nets in the bay 
of the St. Louis River near the steel 
plant. Banding activity was carried on 
there until around 2:00 o'clock with 
three 60-foot nets. Birds that were net
ted and banded included: Baird's Sand
p:per, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Semi
palmated Plover, and Water Pipit. Band
ers were Bob Cohen, Gary Kuyava and 
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Lien. 

Later in the afternoon Mr. and Mrs. 
Murray Olyphant of St. Paul, Dr. Ward 
Tanner of St. Peter, and Dr. Paul La
Plant and his son, Ralph, of Anoka ex
pressed a desire to see nets in operation 
so Orwin Rustad and I took them back 
to the "Sunflower Slip." We set up one 
60-foot net of 1¥2-inch mesh. From about 
3 :15 until 4:00 o'clock when the overcast 
turned into rain we were able to band 
an additional 23 American Goldfinch, 
one Song Sparrow and one Tennessee 
Warbler. 

Mrs. Olyphant had just received her 
permit, bands and records from the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, after waiting since 
last March when she made her first 
inquiry for a permit. If you are still 
waiting for your permit don't get dis
com·aged. Murray and Jane live at 4000 
Hidden Bay Road, and they tell us it 
is truly a place for the birds. Two pair 
of Wood Ducks nested there this year 
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and last winter Pileated Woodpeckers 
were in their yard. 

Dr. Tanner has had his permit for 
about eight years. He secured it when 
he was working on his doctoral thesis 
at Iowa State College. 

Saturday evening proved to be a very 
fruitful time for all birders in general, 
as we enjoyed an informal program at 
the University of Minnesota, Duluth 
Branch. Under the leadership of Dr. 
P. B. Hofslund, Bob Cohen and Gary 
Kuyava we heard Orwin Rustad speak 
about his work with the Minnesota De
partment of Conservation banding 
ducks. Gordon Gullion presented slides 
and told us of his work with game birds 
in the western United States and with 
Ruffed Grouse in Minnesota. Robert 
Dickerman brought a film from the 
University of Minnesota, Museum of 
Natural History on "The Plight of the 
Duck Hunter." Dana Struthers, our 
M.O.U. President, brought his net and 
gave a very interesting talk and demon
stration on the banding of hawks. He 
brought with him a Sparrow Hawk 
which he had netted that afternoon and 
Gary Kuyava banded it. The banding of 
Herring Gulls was discussed by Dr. 
Hofslund and he showed graphs on slides 
which illustrated where some of the 
birds had been recovered which he had 
banded. 

Following these presentations a short 
business meeting was held for the band
ers to determine the future course they 
wished to take. It was decided not to 
form a formal organiz..ttion with officers 
at this time. Approval of and apprecia
tion for the mimeographed report of 
banding in Minnesota in 1958 was ex
pressed and encouragement was given 
to Carl Johnson and your writer to 
continue with plans for a similar report 
of birds banded ill 1959 in Minnesota. 
A proposal for a mid-winter banding 
session somewhere in the northern part 
of our state was made so that some of 
the boreal birds might be banded. Many 
of the banders felt that the weather 

December, 1959 

would be against us and that this pro
ject would not be possible. 

Sunday morning the banders set up 
their operations in the bay of the St. 
Louis River, near the steel mill, in Mor
gan Park. This time we were joined 
by Mr. and Mrs. Carl Johnson and his 
brother Ted of Rochester and Mr. and 
Mrs. Scott Findley of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. When all the nets were put up 
on the water and on land we figured 
that we had out over 1700 feet of the 
nets. The first birds were banded by 
9:15. The day was very warm and the 
sky was overcast almost all day. It even 
rained a bit at times and late in the 
afternoon the sun came out from behind 
the clouds for a short interval. Shore 
birds were not as plentiful as we had 
expected but we did band Semipalmated 
Sandpipers, Semipalmated and Black
bellied Plovers. A new species for many 
of us was the Water Pipit. The only 
Pigeon Hawk we got during the week 
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end was caught in nets over the water. 
Apparently it had dived on a Semi
palmated Sandpiper. White-throated, 
Song and Savannah Sparrows, American 
Goldfinches, Northern Waterthrushes, 
Catbirds, Myrtle, Yellow, Nashville and 
Palm Warblers and the Traill's Fly
catcher made up the balance of the 69 
birds we banded on Sunday. 

In addition to the persons mentioned 
earlier Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Lien joined 
us for a while Sunday afternoon and 
banded several birds. Also present and 
banding were Cohen, Kuyava, Rustad 
and Strnad. 

Nets were activated again on Monday 
morning on the crest of a hill above 
Skyline Boulevard and back of Gary 
Kuyava's home. Twelve 60-foot nets 
were erected to catch hawks and/or 
passerine birds. House Sparrows were 
used for bait for the hawk nets. A 
string was stretched tight between two 
shrubs and a loop was tied to the center 
of this string. Through this loop we ran 
another string, one end of which was 
attached to the sparrow's leg by means 
of tape and the other end was run some 
50 or 60 feet to a clump of shrubs where 
one of the banders w:>.s hiding. When a 
hawk was sighted the string was pulled 
causing the sparrow to flutter, thus at
tracting the attention of the hawk. Since 
hawks have excellent eyesight they could 
see the bird from a great distance. The 
morning was cloudy until around 10:00 
o'clock but in spite of this three Sharp
shinned Hawks were netted and banded. 

Nets were taken down on the hill 
around 2 o'clock and set up about a half
hour later at the park on Minnesota 
Point. Banding activity for Monday 
stopped around 4:00 o'clock when a brisk 
wind came up, making many of the nets 
ineffective. 

Birds netted on Monday included the 
Lincoln's and White-throated Sparrows, 
Black-capped Chickadees, Red-breasted 
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Nuthatch, Ovenbird, Palm, Tennessee, 
H ashville, Myrtle, Magnolia and Bay
breasted Warblers, Solitary and Red
eyed Vireos, Blue Jays, Swainson's 
Thrush, Brown Creeper, Slate-colored 
Juncos, Northern Waterthrush and the 
Yellow-shafted Flicker. Banders on Mon
day were Scott Findley, Gary Kuyava, 
Bob Cohen, Carl Johnson and Forest 
Strnad. We were assisted by Mrs. Find
ley, Mrs. Carl Johnson and Ted Johnson. 

Heavy rains Tuesday morning pre
vented further netting operations. 

I have tried to figure out the total 
number of hours that the nets were in 
operation and I have come up with the 
figure, 153 hours. I can not break this 
C:own into the exact number of footage 
of nets used at different times . The re
&ults for the week end show that 211 
individual birds of 35 species were band
ed. That would average out a little bit 
over two birds per net hours. 

The following table shows the results 
for the week end for each bander. As 
each bander participated a different 
number of hours and some banders were 
more interested in securing new species 
than building up the total number of 
birds they banded we see the difference 
in the number of birds each person 
banded. -Kasson, Minnesota 

Editor's Note : In the last "Minnesota 
Bird Banders" section (Volume 31, Num
ber 3) it was stated on page 89 that 
the Yellow-breasted Chat listed was the 
first one banded in Minnesota. Since 
this was written, Forest Strnad has 
r eceived information from Mrs. C. E. 
Peterson in Madison, Lac qui Parle 
County that she had banded 11 chats 
between 1934 and 1950. This additional 
information shows to every bander and 
observer the importance of submitting 
information to the Editorial Staff of 
The Flicker so that we may report as 
complete and accurate records of band
ing and observations as possible. 
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241-Baird's Sandpiper 1 1 
246-Semipalmated Sandpiper 3 2 1 6 
270-Black-bellied Plover 1 1 2 
274-Semipalmated Plover 1 2 1 1 1 6 
332-Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 1 3 
357-Pigeon Hawk 1 1 
360-Sparrow Hawk 1 1 
412-Yell ow-shafted Flicker 1 1 
466-Traill's Flycatcher 1 1 
467-Least Flycatcher 1 1 
477-Blue Jay 2 1 3 
529-American Goldfinch 5 10 3 28 23 69 
542-Savannah Sparrow 1 1 2 
558-White-throated Sparrow 15 1 2 2 6 26 
567-Siate-colored Junco 1 1 2 
581-Song Sparrow 1 1 1 3 
583-Lincoln's Sparrow 1 1 
624-Red-eyed Vireo 2 1 1 4 
629-Solitary Vireo 1 1 
645-Nashville Warbler 1 1 2 
647-Tennessee Warbler 1 1 2 
652-Yell ow Warbler 1 1 2 
655-Myrtle Warbler 2 4 1 1 1 1 10 
657-Magnolia Warbler 1 1 
660-Bay-breasted Warbler 1 1 1 3 
672-Palm Warbler 1 4 2 2 1 1 4 15 
674-0venbird 1 1 
675-Northern Waterthrush 1 1 2 
687-American Redstart 1 1 
697-Water Pipit 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 8 
704-Catbird 3 3 
726-Brown Creeper 1 1 
728-Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 
735-Black-capped Chickadet> 3 10 1 10 24 
758a-Swainson's Thrush 1 1 

Total Species 11 19 6 16 6 7 20 35 
Total Individual Birds 17 55 7 30 9 34 59 211 
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Mammals of Itasca State Park, Minnesota 
by 

Alan B. Sargeant and William H. Marshal/!11 

Since the discovery of the Mississippi 
River in 1832, the Lake Itasca area has 
been of historic importance and biologi
cal interest to many Minnesotans (Dob
ie, 1959). In April of 1891, after months 
of heated debate, legislation establishing 
Itasca State Park was passed. Itasca 
Park has grown and developed to the 
extent that now approximately 32,000 
acres are included within its boundar
ies. The park contains deciduous and 
coniferous forests, bays and open water 
areas, as well as grassy fields which 
combine to form a wide array of habi
tats available to the wild life of the 
area. The mammals of all sizes are an 
important component of the park's nat
ural history features. 

Itasca Park is fast becoming an isolat
ed but relatively undisturbed habitat in 
a settled and developed region. This 
isolation is highlighted by the loss of 
the timber wolf, a species which requires 
large wilderness areas and which no 
longer inhabits the park. 

Early in the history of the area there 
was some settlement and clearing of the 
land inside the park which undoubtedly 
resulted in several species of mammals 
moving into the park. The pocket gopher 
and ground squirrels are perhaps the 
most vivid examples of these. 

As with most parks, emphasis has 
been placed on its preservation as an 
undisturbed area. Fire, once common to 
the region, has now largely been elimin
ated. As a result, the forests are pro
gressing toward mature stands of tim
ber and the forest openings, once com
mon, have all but vanished. This has 
undoubtedly affected the food conditions 
for both deer and beaver as well as 
other mammals. 

The protection of some mammals was 
overemphas;zed and a sad lesson learned. 
With complete protection the deer popu
lation built up to such a level that 
quality food sources were drastically 
reduced and starvation was prevalent. 
More important, the coniferous repro
duction in the park was virtually elimin
ated. Careful management of the deer 
population could have avoided this 
problem. It was alleviated in 1945, but 
only after considerable damage occurred 
to the forests. The beaver story is sim
ilar. Under protection they too built up 
to such a level that almost complete 
elimination of food sources prevailed. 
Even today after a spectacular reduction 
in the beaver population, caused by a 
severe winter in 1937, food sources have 
not yet been replenished. 

This history of changes makes faunal 
lists of importance in recording the var
iations of wildlife populations of the 
park. The following list of mammals is 
arranged by family groups in phylo
genetic order. Much of the information 
presented has been collected by students 
and personnel at the University of Min
nesota Forestry and Biological Station, 
located in the park. Park personnel and 
a!1 earlier list of mammals of the park 
by Gustav Swanson (1943) have been 
of considerable aid in the preparation of 
this report. The present list encompasses 
all known records up to August 1959. 

SHREWS (Family Soricidae) 
Five aspects of shrews are known in 

Itasca Park. The Water, Short-tailed, 
Arctic, and Masked Shrews are each 
represented by numerous specimens. The 
Pygmy Shrew, recorded by Gustav 
Swanson in 1943, has been take:1 only 
once within the park. 

11 Paper No. 4296 Scientific Journal Series, Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station, St. Paul 1, Minnesota. 
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The biology of the shrews is perhaps 
the least understood of the mammals oc
curring in the park. In general, they are 
carniverous in their feeding habits and 
prefer moist habitats for their activities. 

The Water Shrew is a semi-aquatic 
mammal. Aided by rows of hairs on each 
of its hind feet it is a proficient swim
mer. This shrew has been collected 
several times along the headwaters of 
the Mississippi. Specimens are also 
available from the Floating Bog Bay 
and Schoolcraft Island, both on Lake 
Itasca itself. 

The Short-tailed Shrew has been taken 
many times on the damp forest floor 
under a maple basswood stand one-half 
mile southeast of the Biological Station. 
A strong musty odor, characteristic of 
all the shrews, is particularly noticeable 
with this species. The Short-tailed 
Shrew, together with the Water Shrew, 
are the largest members of this family 
occurring in the park, both having a body 
about 3 1h inches long. 

The smaller Arctic Shrew has a def
inite bi-colored appearance. Its brownish 
sides and black back distinguish it from 
the uniform gray-black coloration of the 
other species. Eight specimens taken in 
a sedge-cattail marsh during the sum
mer of 1946 comprise its known distri
bution in the park. 

The Masked and Pygmy Shrews are 
the smallest mammals occurring in the 
park. A full grown individual has a 
body usually not exceeding 2% inches in 
length and weighs only a few grams. 
Specimens of the Masked Shrew are 
numerous and have been taken from 
many of the habitat types. This seems 
to indicate it is quite widespread and 
perhaps the most abundant of the park's 
shrews. The Pygmy Shrew is so similar 
in appearance that positive identifica
tion usually depends on close examin
ation of the skull. 

The shrews are known for their quick 
movements and voracious appetites. 
Small beady eyes and short dense fur 
give them a sleek appearance. Their noc-
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turnal habits and secretive nature com
bine to make them a mammal seldom 
seen by the park visitor. 

MOLE (Family Talpidae) 
The Star-nosed Mole is the only mole 

represented in the park. Although only 
two specimens have been taken, they are 
probably quite widespread. One speci
men was found dead on the shore of 
Lake Itasca in 1950 and another was 
trapped on Schoolcraft Island in 1958. 

This mammal spends much of its time 
in shallow burrows constructed just be
neath the soil surface. The presence of 
its sub-surface runways are usually 
characterized by a small ridge pushed 
above them on the surface. They are 
usually found living in damp soil areas 
and are particularly common along the 
borders of swamps and marshes. A 
characteristic mound, quite similar to 
that of the pocket gopher, is often 
constructed over a burrow. When above 
ground this species exhibits a semi
aquatic form of life. 

Twenty-two fleshy tentacles radiating 
from the nose readily di~tinguish it from 
all other species occurring the park. 

BATS (Family V espertilionidae) 
Six bats are believed to occur within 

the park. The Big Brown, Little Brown, 
Silver-haired, and Hoary Bats are each 
r epresented by several specimens. Keen's 
Little Brown Bat was reported by Gus
tav Swanson to have been taken in the 
area prior to 1943, but no specimens 
h::.ve been taken since. The Red Bat has 
not been collected in the park or adjac
ent areas; however, it is quite likely 
that this species is present as Itasca 
Park lies well within its known range. 

The Little Brown Bat is by far the 
most abundant. On most summer eve
nings it may be seen feeding above the 
water along the shore of Lake Itasca, 
particularly near the Biological Station. 
They prefer roosting in attics, under 
eaves, and in the crevices of buildings 
where frequently large numbers may 
congregate. The Big Brown and Keen's 
Little Brown Bats have habits quite 
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similar to those of the Little Brown Bat 
but neither are as abundant and there
fore are seldom seen. 

The Silver-haired, Hoary, and Red 
Bats are commonly called "Tree Bats." 
Unlike the other three species these 
prefer solitary roosting in the forests 
of the park. The Tree Bats usually feed 
in the forest openings although occa
sionally they may be seen flying over 
the numerous ponds and lakes. They 
display brighter coloration and are 
larger in size than the other bats. The 
Hoary Bat is the largest bat occurring 
in the park. A female collected in July 
of 1959 had a wingspread of 15 inches. 
The tail membrane of the Tree Bats is 
at least half furred in contrast to the 
naked tail membrane of the other spec
ies. The Tree Bats migrate south for 
the winter, whereas the other species 
may hibernate in the area. 

Father Lazarus Macior in June of 
1959 witnessed a case of predation on 
a female Hoary Bat. The Gray Jays at
tacked the bat which was roosting in a 
tamarack tree near the Twin Lake Bog. 
The bat was carrying at least two 
young. The jays tangled the bat in 
pendant fruiticose lichens near the top 
of the tree, consumed one of the young, 
and left the bat helplessly tangled in 
the tree. Several hours later the bat and 
its one remaining young were captured. 
Neither had suffered any apparent 
harm. 

Bats are nocturnal and known to 
avoid obstacles when in flight by a 
means of "echo location." They also 
make use of this mechanism in their 
insect:vorous food gathering habits. 

HARES AND RABBITS 
(Family L eporidae ) 

This group is represented by the 
Snowshoe Rabbit, actually a hare, and 
the Cottontail Rabbit. Both are quite 
similar in color during the summer 
months, but with the approach of win
ter the Snowshoe undergoes a pelage 
change and turns white while the Cot
tontail remains a mottled brown color. 
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The Snowshoe is often abundant and 
can be seen almost anywhere in the 
park. Several specimens have been col
lected. 

The Cottontail is quite scarce and no 
specimens have been collected to date. 
Walter Nelson, foreman at the Biological 
Station, reported seeing Cottontails in 
the vicinity of the station as late as 
the winter of 1956. Since that time no 
individuals have been reported in the 
park. 

Both the Snowshoe and the Cottontail 
are vegetarians and primarily nocturnal 
in their habits, although individuals may 
be seen during daylight hours. During 
the winter months the bark of small 
trees and shrubs comprise the bulk of 
their diet. 

SQUIRRELS (Family Sciuridae) 
This family includes the chipmunks, 

woodchucks, ground squirrels, tree squir
rels, and flying squirrels. It has the 
largest known number of species of any 
family of mammals occurring in the 
park. 

Chipmunks 
Two chipmunks, the Eastern and Least 

are both common inhabitants of the 
park and seem to prefer living in the 
brushy forest edges particularly around 
upland clearings. The Least Chipmunk 
is less specific in its habitat selection 
and therefore is m o r e widespread 
throughout the park. Both species are 
common inhabitants of the grounds at 
the Biological Station and Museum areas. 

Diurnal habits, prominent black, white 
and rufous back stripes, and their saucy 
nature coml:line to make the chipmunks 
readily visible to many visitors. A chirp
ing sound made by both will often draw 
one's attention to them. During late sum
mer and fall a protective layer of fat 
is built up to sustain them throughout 
their winter hibernation. 

When running, Least Chipmunks 
characteristically hold their tails straight 
up in the air. The Eastern Chipmunks, 
somewhat larger in size, will hold their 
tails straight behind when running, 
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usually serving to readily distinguish 
these two species. 

Woodchucks 
The woodchuck is the largest member 

of this family in the park. It is a ground 
dweller living in a system of burrows. 
At times this species is quite common 
but seems to be rather closely associated 
with fields or other cleared upland areas. 
Woodchucks are primarily diurnal in 
their activities and are vegetarians in 
their feeding habits. Being a hibernator, 
winter survival again depends on stored 
fat. 

Ground Squirrels 
The Thirteen-line and Franklin's 

Ground Squirrels comprise this group. 
Neither are native species but were 
immigrants from the nearby prairie as 
clearing and settlement progressed. 
Their distribution is limited to cleared 
upland areas v:ith abundant grass cov
er. The grounds at the Biological Station 
and Museum each support populations 
which represent the bulk of the Ground 
Squirrels occurring in the park. Ground 
Squ·rrels live in a system of burrows 
and are often seen standing erect near 
one of their entrances. 

The Franklin's Ground Squirrel, com
monly called Gray Gopher, has become 
quite tame and may even take food from 
a friendly picnicker. The gray color of 
the Franklin's Ground Squirrel and the 
numerous stripes on the Thirteen-lined 
Ground Squirrel readily distinguish 
these two species. Both are diurnal in 
their activities, vegetarians, and winter 
hibernators. 

Tree Squirrels 
Three species of tree squirrels; the 

Red, Gray, and Fox Squirrel have been 
reported as occurring in the park. These 
squirrels are commonly found living in 
hollow trees but often will construct 
leaf nests in the tree tops. 

The Red Squirrel, smallest of the 
tree squirrels, is by far the most abund
ant species of this group. Although 
having a prefere!'lce for conifers, they 
inhabit almost every forest type and 
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are therefore widespread in occurrence. 
St:;dies conducted at the Biological Sta
t:on during June and July of 1959 
indicated 17 adults were living on the 
station grounds at that time. Red Squir
rels are quite versatile in their move
ments. One individual live trapped and 
tagged at the Biological Station in July 
1955 was killed two miles northeast of 
the station about two weeks later while 
robbing a kinglet nest. The small size 
and bright red-brown fur of the Red 
Squirrel readily distinguish it from the 
other members of this group. 

The Gray Squirrel has been collected 
twice in the park. One specimen was 
taken in 1938, and another in 1949. 
During the summer of 1959 a Gray 
Squirrel was sighted one-half mile south
east of the Biological Station. This 
species is primarily a dweller of the 
deciduous forests, south and west of the 
park. 

Gustav Swanson reported in 1943 that 
Dr. C. 0. Rosendahl had seen a Fox 
Squirrel in the park. This is the only 
record available for the Fox Squirrel 
which indicates that it is extremely rare 
or even absent at the present time. 
Tree squirrels are non-hibernators. 
Their winter survival depends primarily 
on fat reserves and mast stores. Being 
diurnal in behavior, the more abundant 
species can be seen by most visitors. 

Flying Squirrels 
Both the Northern and Southern Fly

ing Squirrels have been recorded in the 
park. Unlike the other members of this 
family, the Flying Squirrels are strictly 
nocturnal. A well developed fold of skin 
connecting the front and hind legs en
ables them to glide considerable dis
tances. Both species are similar in ap
pearance and field identification may 
prove difficult. 

Hatfield (1938) reported collecting two 
Southern Flying Squirrels which are 
the only records available on its pres
ence in the park. The Northern Flying 
Squirrel, which is larger, was first cap
tured in 1946 and since has been col
lected several times. Most of the speci-
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mens available were captured at the 
Biological Station where they had con
gregated in burr oak trees during late 
summer and early fall to feed on acorns. 

Andie Peterson, park superintendent 
and Joe Mockford, park ranger, r eported 
that Flying Squirrels used bird feeding 
stations intensively during the winter 
of 1956. 

POCKET GOPHER 
(Family Geomyidae ) 

The Pocket Gopher is a species of the 
prairie and is present in the park only 
as a result of settlement and clearing. 
Almost the entire life of a gopher is 
spent underground in a system of bur
rows and therefore it is seldom observed 
unless in the process of pushing dirt 
from one of the tunnels. 

The presence of gophers is unmistak
able as they construct numerous mounds 
on the soil surface from tunnel diggings. 
One adult Pocket Gopher is thought to 
inhabit a burrow system. The burrow 
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system is generally quite large, as is 
evidenced by a number of mounds. Most 
grassy clearings will eventually show 
sign of their presence. Specimens have 
been taken from the Museum area and 
from a clearing along the LaSalle Trail. 
Their presence was also noted at the 
Biological Station. This species is prim
arily a vegetarian feeding on roots and 
seeds which may be stored in their bur
rows. Although a relatively uncommon 
mammal of the park, their evidence may 
be seen by most visitors. 

BEAVER (Family Castoridae ) 
The history of the beaver in Itasca 

Park has been followed rather closely 
during the past 60 years. Records show 
that by 1901 uncontrolled trapping had 
virtually exterminated the beaver popu
lation of the park. During August of 
that year, two females and one male 
beaver were obtained from Canada and 
released on Schoolcraft Island. From 
here they moved to Lower Nicollet Lake. 
Under protection the descendants of 
these beaver increased at a rapid rate. 
Population estimates in 1912 indicated 
250 beaver in the park, in 1918, 750, 
and in 1921 a peak population of 1,000 
individuals. 

This population in its rapid buildup 
had virtually eaten itself out of house 
and home. Scarcely an aspen, the beav
er's preferred and staple food in this 
area, remained standing within reach of 
open water. Hillsides of such timber 
bordering the major lakes were denud
ed. 

By 1934 the population had been re
duced to 615 individuals; however, this 
was still too many for the greatly re
duced food supply. During 1934 the 
entire area was subjected to a severe 
drought. Water levels dropped and many 
of the ponds and c1·eeks went dry. The 
following winter proved to be abnormal
ly cold. Many of the ponds, now reduced 
in size, froze solid. Underwater food 
stores froze up and many beaver were 
forced to vacate their lodges and were 
thus exposed to predation and the rav
ages of winter. By spring the Itasca 
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beave1· population was again at a low 
level; however, the destruction created 
by the previous high population still 
remained. Fresh beaver "signs" may 
presently be found at many places in 
the park but the washed out dams across 
Nicollet and LaSalle creeks; rotting 
stumps in a sedge meadow, the remains 
of a once flooded tamarack-spruce bog; 
and the grown-over lodges in most every 
pond are vivid reminders of the once 
high population. 

In 1955 the Itasca beaver population 
was est;mated at approximately 400 in
dividuals which is within the safe limits 
of the food supply. 

The beaver is an ardent worker and 
efficient engineer. Skillfully constructed 
dams of mud and sticks impound water 
thus enabling the beaver to utilize a 
favorable haiJLtat. These impoundments 
provide shelter and highways to food 
supplies. By controlling water levels, 
beaver are able to alter extensive areas 
of habitat which often proves beneficial 
to other forms of wildlife. 

NEW WORLD MICE 
(Family Cricetidae) 

Six species of mice occur in Itasca 
Park. The Deer Mice and White-footed 
Mice; the Red-backed Mice, Meadow 
Vole, and Southern Bog Lemming; and 
the Muskrat comprise this family's rep
resentation. The mice are capable of 
high reproductive rates; several litters 
of four to six young are often born 
throughout the summer months. This 
family forms an important link in the 
food supply of many mammals and birds. 
An individual that lives to be a year old 
is most certainly the exception rather 
than the rule. 

Deer Mice and White-footed Mice 
These two mice, although separate 

spec:es, are so similar in appearance and 
habits that often it is almost impossible 
to distinguish between them on casual 
inspection. Identification of the many 
specimens taken indicates that Deer 
Mice are the more abundant and in fact, 
are perhaps the most abundant mammal 
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occurring in the park. Studies conducted 
in a maple-basswood forest one-half mile 
southeast of the Biological Station dur
ing August of 1948-49 indicated that a 
density of 10 to 15 Deer and White
footed Mice per acre could be expected 
in that habitat type. Upland deciduous 
forests with a dense understory appear 
to support the highest populations of 
these mice. 

The Deer and White-footed Mice are 
both nocturnal and therefore, even 
though abundant, seldom seen. 

Red-back Mice, Meadow Vole, and 
Southern Bog Lemming 

These three species are quite similar 
in appearance, all being short-legged, 
short-tailed, dark-bodied mice. 

The Red-back Mouse is an abundant 
species of the park, preferring to live 
in damp forested areas where ground 
cover is heavy, particularly such cover 
as logs and brush. Their habitat re
quirement seems best fulfilled in the 
brushy edges bordering bogs, meadows, 
and fields. They are primarily nocturnal 
in their activities although considerable 
activity is exhibited during daylight 
hom·s. Due to their diurnal habits they 
may occasionally be seen by the park 
visitor. A reddish back combined with 
a bi-colored tail and white belly dis
tinguish this species from the Meadow 
Vole and Southern Bog Lemming. 

The Meadow Vole is another abund
ant species and in localized areas may 
reach extremely high population levels. 
The habitat requirement of this species 
is quite specific. Open areas v,ith heavy 
grass or sedge cover are preferred. Be
fore settlers moved into the park, sedge 
meadows and sedge fringes bordering 
the lakes were undoubtedly its primary 
habitat. The clearing of land, which re
verted open grassy fields expanded the 
range of the Meadow Vole as it quickly 
invaded this new habitat. Many speci
mens have been collected on the French 
Creek Bog as well as on the fields just 
north of Lake Itasca. 

Vol es exhibit both nocturnal and diur-
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nal habits and often will be seen darting 
about when one is walking across a 
field. Runways strewn with cut grass 
and droppings are ample evidence of 
their presence as are small nests of 
grass constructed on the surface. This 
mouse with its brown pelage al1(l short 
dark tail is most readily confused with 
the Southern Bog Lemming; however, 
in the lemming the tail is shorter, not 
exceeding the length of the hind foot as 
it does in the vole. 

The Southern Bog Lemming is per
haps the least common member of this 
group. In approximately 3,000 trap
nights during June and July of 1959, 
five individuals were captured. Four 
were taken on the edge of small sedge 
marshes bordering inlets into Lake Itas
ca. The other was taken at the outlet 
of Lake Mary. These and other speci
mens taken in the park seem to indicate 
that this mammal is primarily a species 
of the bogs. 

Muskrat 
The muskrat is the largest member 

of this family. It has become adapted to 
an aquatic form of life and is therefore 
restricted in the park to the lakes, ponds, 
and streams, where it is quite common. 
Muskrats feed primarily on aquatic 
vegetation; leaves of wild rice, cattail, 
and arrowhead tubers, are commonly 
eaten. 

During fall, the activity of Muskrats 
is devoted primarily to the construction 
of burrows and surface houses, usually 
of cattail or bulrush, which form a place 
of winter residence. The occurrence of 
these houses conspicuously reveals the 
presence of this species; however, after 
the spring thaw most houses deteriorate 
rapidly and soon disappear. 

A cold winter may force many Musk
rats to leave the protection of their 
houses in search of new cover, which is 
seldom found before a predator or acci
dent kills the individual. Muskrats are 
excellent swimmers and like the beaver 
are able to swim considerable distances 
under the water. During the winter they 
obtain oxygen from air pockets trapped 
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under the ice, and from numerous houses 
and feeding stations constructed on the 
surface. 

OLD WORLD MICE AND RATS 
(Family Muridae) 

The House Mouse is the only member 
of this family occurring in the park, 
where it is quite rare. Only two speci
mens are available, one taken in 1947 
and one killed on the north boundary 
road in 1959. Its scarcity is probably 
due to the limited number of heated 
dwellings available during the winter. 
Without such shelter chances of survival 
are slim. This same factor is probably 
responsible for the fact that no rats 
have been reported in the park. 

JUMPING MICE (Family Zapodidae) 
The Meadow Jumping Mouse, an 

abundant species in the park and the 
Woodland Jumping Mouse, only recently 
discovered here, comprise this family's 
representation. Their extremely long 
tails and elongated hind feet are dis
tinguishing features. They are quite 
similar in appearance but can be dis
tinguished from each other by the white
tipped tail present only on the Woodland 
Jumping Mouse. 

Numerous specimens of the Meadow 
Jumping Mouse are available. Damp 
grassy clearings bordering small streams 
seem to be particularly favorable for 
their activities; however, they are found 
in most of the deciduous upland. Quim
by (1949) reports them as being quite 
adapted to swimming and records one 
case of predation by a northern pike. 
They seem to feed primarily on seeds 
but will eat wild berries when available. 
A small pile of grass-seed hulls will 
usually prove to be one of their feeding 
sites. 

The Woodland Jumping Mouse was 
first taken in the park in July of 1957 
by Garrett C. Clough (1959). This speci
men represented a 100-mile westward 
extension of its known range. During 
August of 1959 two additional specimens 
were taken by Dr. Howard Orr on Bear 
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Paw Point, just south of the Biological 
Station. Undoubtedly this is one of the 
rarer park mammal:;;. 

NEW WORLD PORCUPINES 
(Family Erethizontidae ) 

The porcupine is a common species 
of the park. Making little attempt to be 
seclusive it is commonly seen along the 
park roads particularly after dark. The 
porcupine coat of quills gives it ample 
protection from most predatory species. 

A porcupine was reported to have been 
sighted swimming across the west arm 
of Lake Itasca during July of 1959, a 
distance of one-fourth mile. This would 
indicate that porcupines are very cap
able swimmers, although perhaps this is 
a little used resource. 

During the winter they are known to 
feed on the bark of trees. Often they 
will strip off the bark to such an extent 
that death of the tree will result. Under 
some circumstances where valuable tree 
specimens were involved, control of 
porcupine numbers was found necessary. 

CANIDS (Family Canidae) 
Three species of canids; the Coyote, 

Red Fox, and Gray Fox inhabit the 
area. A fourth species, the Timber Wolf, 
is no longer a resident. The canids, par
ticularly the wolves, are known to be 
great travelers covering large d:stances 
in their activities. They are all carniv
orous, and prey on a variety of animal 
life in their continual search for food. 

The Coyote or Brush Wolf has been 
present in the park for quite some time. 
The only information on its abundance 
dates back to the winters of 1927 to 
1930. At th1s time 45 individuals were 
trapped in the southern half of the park 
as an attempted means of predator con
trol. At present, the Coyote in all prob
ability is not this abundant; however, it 
is still a resident of the park. Even 
though it is a large mammal, it is sel
dom seen, indicating the secrecy dis
played by this species. 

The Red Fox is undoubtedly the most 
common canid of the area and numerous 
sight records are available; the most 
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recent sighting was made in July of 
1959. 

Andie Peterson reported seeing a Gray 
Fox several times during the winter of 
1953 which constitutes the only record 
available on this species. 

The Timber Wolf, once a common 
species is no longer present. The last 
individual recorded visiting the area was 
trapped in 1938. Timber Wolves are a 
wilderness mammal and with the (,n
croachment of civilization they have 
been forced farther north. 

BLACK BEAR (Family Ursidae) 
The Black Bear has been known in 

the area ever since its discovery. Pres
ently it is by no m~ans an abundant 
species but undoubtedly several indi
viduals inhabit the park. In the winter 
they hibernate in protected sites such as 
under windfalls or brush piles. It is 
during this time that the young are 
born. The bear is omniverous in its 
feeding habits with such foods as berries 
preferred. 

During the summer of 1959 two sight
ings of the Black Bear were reported; 
one was sighted near Elk Lake and the 
other on the east arm of Lake Itasca. 
Due to its low numbers they are seldom 
seen by the park visitor. 

RACCOON (Family Procyonidae) 
The raccoon is a common species of 

the park. Through the years it has 
adapted itself quite readily to human 
habitation. Camping and picnic areas 
attract many raccoon desirous of ob
taining unguarded food supplies and in 
a few cases they have forced their way 
through tents in order to get a meal. 
They are night travelers and very bold 
in nature and are often seen standing 
along the park roads. 

The raccoon is known to live in large 
hollow trees where it will spend the 
winter mor,ths in hibernation. Weight 
studies during the summers of 1948 
through 1955 show that the raccoon of 
this area average three pounds heavier 
than the same species taken in Michi
gan (Marshall, 1959). The raccoon of 
(Continued on page 126) 
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'fhe resonant booming call of the Greater Prairie Chicken 
can still be heard on early spring mornings in parts of 
Minnesota. 

Large expanses of grassland 
are of prime importance to 
usually on a ridge or hill 
from year to year. 

" BOOMING 

Frequent bouts w1th adjacent cocks determine the bound
aries of individual territories. 
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nesting and brood cover 
Booming grounds are 

generally are not changed 

Each cock establishes a territory on the booming ground. 

" by John R. Tester 

vicinity of the booming 
display which attracts a 

seems to serve in setting 
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Booming continues into June until no more hens appear at 
the ground. 
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(Continued from page 123) 
northwestern Minnesota are thought to 
be the largest members of this species 
in the United States. 

MUSTELIDS (Family Mustelidae) 
Five species of this family are known 

to occur in the park. They are the 
Ermine, Mink, Badger, Striped Skunk, 
and River Otter. The Least Weasel and 
Long-tailed Weasel are known to occur 
in the region but no specimens as yet 
have been reported from the park itself. 
All species or this group contain well 
developed scent glands. They are primar
ily carniverous and with the exception 
of the Badger and Skunk, are non
hibernators. 

The Weasel and Mink have slender 
elongated bodies adapted for quick move
ments. Weasels are brown throughout 
the summer but turn white during the 
winter while the Mink remains dark 
brown or black in color throughout the 
year. The Ermine, the Common Weasel 
of the park, and the Long-tailed Weasel 
are larger than the Least Weasel and 
are characterized by a black-tipped tail. 
Mink are larger in size and much darker 
in color than the Weasels and can 
therefore be d:stinguished in the field 
quite readily. 

The Badger is nvt a common species 
of the park; however, in the cleared 
surrounding areas it is quite abundant. 
This mammal is an excellent digger, 
often making a burrow in open fields. 
Its powerful feet enable it to dig at 
rapid rates. One spec:men collected in 
1959 is the only record available from 
the park. 

Skunks are quite common and often 
seen in the park, but because of their 
distinctive odor they are usually avoided. 
A nest of turtle or bird eggs create a 
desired meal for most any waLdering 
Skunk. Scarcely a turtle nest remains 
undisturbed by this species in its quest 
for food. Their pungent odor and the 
black and white-striped back leave little 
chance for misidentification. 

The River Otter has been seen in the 
park several times. Its tracks in the 
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snow are often seen along the lakes and 
streams during the winter indicating it 
is a fairly common mammal. Two adult 
and four young were sighted eating 
crayfish in Twin Lakes during the sum
mer of 1946 and an adult was sighted 
in Desoto Lake in 1957. In 1958 one was 
reported to have been sighted on Lake 
Itasca. 

The Otter is an aquatic mammal and 
spends most of its life traveling in or 
near water. During the winter it will 
search out a hole in the ice and enter 
the water in search of food. During the 
winter of 1943 Andy Peterson reported 
seeing an Otter swim under his fish 
house on Lake Itasca. Otter are playful 
mammals and often will make slides in 
the snow for their enjoyment. 

CATS (Family Felidae) 
At present no 1·ecords are available on 

the occurrence of any members of this 
family in the park. It seems likely that 
the Bobcat does occur in the park as 
individuals have been taken in the sur
rounding area. The Bobcat is a carniver
ous spec1es depending on other mammals 
and bird life for much of its food. It is 
primarily nocturnal and will travel a 
considerable distance in its activities. 

No records of the Lynx or even rarer 
Mountain Lion are available from the 
area. 

DEER AND MOOSE 
(Family Cervidae ) 

The complete protection of the Itasca 
deer herd prior to 1945 resulted in a 
population, estimated by CCC drives in 
1935, 1937, and 1939, as of 75 deer 
per square mile. As early as 1921 star
vation conditions were noted and losses 
occurred. Attempts were made to arti
ficially feed these deer during severe 
winter months. This, however, created a 
still more undesirable situation. There 
were simply too many deer for the 
habitat. The population was so high, and 
browse conditions so poor that between 
1920 and 1945 virtually no coniferous 
regeneration occurred in the park. In 
1943 winter starvation losses were esti-
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mated at over 1,000 deer in the northern 
hr lf of the park. 

During those years of high population 
a harvestable surplus of deer was wasted 
and, more important, immeasurable dam
age was inflicted on the Itasca forests. 

In 1945 the first deer season was 
opened in Itasca Park and the deer 
population was reduced to a very low 
level. Since that Lime the herd has in
creased considerably under close man
agement and there has been a resurgence 
in the regeneration of forest seedlings as 
well as renewed growths of many brush 
species. 

Presently the moose is not an inhabi
tant of the park but is commonly seen 
traveling through the area. Joe Medford 
reported that the most recent sighting 
was made by a local resident who re
ported two moose on the west park 
boundary in 1958. 

Check List of Itasca Park Mammals 
Those species followed by an * are 

represented by specimens in the collec
tion at the Biological Station in Itasca 
Park, or in collections at the University 
of Minnesota. Those species followed by 
a # are species where positive sight 
identification was made and those fol
lowed by a o are species on which the 
only available record that could be 
found appeared in the literature. Un
marked species are assumed to be pres
ent from Gunderson and Beer (1953). 

Family Soricidae - Shrews 
Sorex cinereus - Masked Shrew* 
Sorex palustris - Water Shrew* 
Sorex arcticus - Arctic Shrew* 
Microsorex hoyi - Pygmy ShrewO 
Blarina brevicauda - Short-tailed 

Shrew* 

Family Talpidae- Moles 
Condylura cristata Star-nosed 

Mole* 

Family Vespertilionidae -
Vespertilionid Bats 

Myotis lucifugus - Little Brown Bat* 
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Myotis keenii - Keen's Little Brown 
BatO 

Lasionycyteris noctivagans - Silver-
haired Bat* 

Eptesicus fuscus -Big Brown Bat* 
Lasiurus borealis - Red Bat 
Lasiurus cinerus - Hoary Bat* 

Family Leporidae -
Hares and Rabbits 

Sylvilagus floridanus Cottontail 
Rabbit# 

Lepus americanus Snowshoe Rab-
bit* 

/1'amily Sciuridue - Squirrels 
Tamias striatus-Eastern Chipmunk* 
Eutamias minimus-Least Chipmunk* 
Marmota monax - Woodchuck* 
Spermoph:lus tridecemlineatus-Thir-

teen-lined Ground Squirrel* 
Spermophilus franklinii - Franklin's 

Ground Squirrel* 
Scirus carolinensis - Gray Squirrel* 
Sciurus niger - Fox SquirrelO 
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus-Red Squil·-

rel* 
Glaucomys volans - Southern Flying 

SquirrelO 
Glaucomys sabrinus - Northern Fly

ing Squirrel* 
Family Geomyidae - Pocket Gopher· 
Geomys bursarius - Plains Pocket 

Gopher* 

Family Castoridae - B eaver 
Castor canadensis - Beaver* 

Family Cricetidae -
N ew World Rats and Mice 

Peromyscus maniculatus D e e r 
Mouse* 

Peromyscus leucopus - White-footed 
Mouse* 

Clethrionomys gapperi Gapper's 
Red-back Mouse* 

Microtus pennsylvanicus - Meadow 
Vole* 

Ondatra zibethicus - Muskrat# 
Synaptomys cooperi - Southern Bog 

Lemming* 
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Family Muridat; -
Old Wo?'ld Rats and Mice 

Mus musculus - House Mouse* 
Family Za7Jodidae - Jumping Mice 

Zapus hudsonicus- Meadow Jumping 
Mouse* 

Napaeozapus insignis - Woodland 
Jumping Mouse* 

Family Erethizontidae -
New World Porcu]Jines 

Erethizon dorsatum - Porcupine* 
Fctmily Canidae - Canids 

Canis latrans - Coyote# 
Canis lupus -Gray Wolf 
Vulpes fulva- Red Fox# 
Urocyon cinereoargenteus Gray 

Fox# 
Farnily Ursidcte - Bewr 

Ursus americanus- Black Bear# 
Family Procyonidae - Procyonids 

Procyon lotor- Raccoon* 
Family Mustelidae - Mustelids 

Mustela erminea - Ermine* 
Mustela rixosa - Least Weasel 
Mustela frenata- Long-tailed Weasel 
Mustela vison- Mink* 
Tavidae taxus - Badger* 
Mephitis mephitis - Striped Skunk* 
Lutra Canadensis - River Otter# 

Fnrnily F elidae- Cats 
Lynx rufus - Bobcat 

Family Cervidae - Cervids 

Dama virginiana-White-tailed Deer* 
Alces alces - Moose* 
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SHORE Fl EL D TRIP 
The annual winter meeting of the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union and the 

Thunder Bay Field N aturali ~ts' Club will be held February 20-21. This year's meet
ing will again be held in the Grand Marais High School. 

The field trip will start at 8:00 a.m. from the J. K. Bronoel home, 2010 E. First 
Street, Duluth. The last stop before leaving Duluth will be at Lester River Bridge 
on London Road. 

Reservatim.s for the banquet should be made with Mrs. A. M. Fenstad, Grand 
Marais. Banquet tickets are $2.00. Hotel reservations at Grand Marais may be made 
at either the Shoreline or East Bay hotels. Remember that this is at the height of 
the skiing season, so hotel reservations should be made early. If you belong to a 
M.O.U. affiliate club, consult your local chairman for further details, or write to 
Mrs. Harvey Putnam, 1407 Woodland Avenue, Duluth, Minnesota. This year's pro
gram will be furnished by the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists' Club. 
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The Canadian Lakehead 
by 

A. E. Allin 

The summer of 1959 was warmer than 
usual and the precipitation was greater 
than that normally received. The mean 
temperatures for July, August and Sep
tember were 65.1 ' , 62.7 ' and 54.7° or 
1.7 ' , 0.8 ° and 1.3 ' above average. July 
was wetter than usual, August was the 
second rainiest in history exceeded only 
by 1944. Precipitation in September was 
average. July and September were sun
ny but the 195 hours of sunshine in 
August compared unfavorably with an 
average for that month of 225 hours. 
There were a few scattered snow flur
ries in the latter half of October but 
we fortunately missed the terrific storms 
which beset the Canadian Prairies 
throughout the month. 

On October 25, a skim of ice persisted 
all day on roadside pools and small 
beaver ponds. Although the Wh1te Birch 
and Aspens have lost their remaining 
leaves during the past week, the Wil
lows are still green as are Lilacs, Apples 
and some White Elm in the cities. The 
ground is still colorful with the bright 
foliage of Bush Honeysuckle, Blueber
ries and Bunchberry. Five months ago, 
it was the delicate green of the newly
leaved Tamaracks which gave beauty to 
the swamp. Today they are again splen
did with the dark green evergreens off
setting the new bronzed leaves of the 
deciduous conifer. 

In view of the last frost occurring on 
May 17, in contrast to the average June 
3, a heavy crop of fruit was expected. 
The Mountain Ash in the Lakehead 
Cities are laden with berries but there 
appears to be a scarcity throughout the 
forests. The crop of keys on the Mani
toba Maples is very heavy and the sam
aras are equally abundant on the Black 
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Ash. As usual, the ornamental Apples 
bear a heavy load of fruit. 

July was a relatively uninteresting 
month. Numbers of ducks were present 
in Fort William Harbor. These included 
Common Goldeneyes, Mallards, Blue
winged Teal and Pintails as well as 
numbers of Ring-necks. A white-winged 
Scoter seen there on July 16 was a new 
summer record for the Canadian Lake
head. Most important was a report of a 
Woodcock nest with four eggs near Port 
Arthur. On June 25, George Whitefield 
reported four broods of young Wood
cock near Kakabeka Falls and we con
firmed the identity of the nesting birds. 
There have been only two or three prev
ious records of Woodcock nesting locally. 

Shore bird migration during July and 
August was almost non-existent. Mrs. 
Knowles reported Lesser Y ellowlegs on 
July 11. David Allin saw one on the 
same date at Sibley Park but that was 
the only returning shore bird he saw 
there while acting as a park naturalist. 
Common Grackles were gathering in 
large flocks on July 22. Flocks of Chip
ping Sparrows were common along the 
roadsides by August 5. On the same 
date Eastern Kingbirds seemed unusual
ly common. Mrs. R. M. Beckett reported 
a very heavy migration of the usual 
warblers and vireos on August 24. On 
August 29, she saw at least 2,000 "Black
birds." 

If early migration was poor, later 
migration was one of the best in many 
years. Both species and individuals were 
very common. Uncommon birds were re
ported; some species appeared early and 
others remained later than previous ex
perience had led us to expect. Outstand
ing was the migration of shore birds. 
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Never have so many interesting species 
been reported and never have they re
mained so late. There is already evidence 
that we will experience a repeat flight 
of Hawk-Owls and Bohemian Waxwings. 

Loons and GTebes: Only a few Horned 
Grebes were seen at Whitefish Lake. On 
October 10, one decoyed into our blocks 
and repeatedly gave a loud, weird call. 
It seemed confused by a lack of "reply" 
from the decoys. Finally it flew down 
the lake. On October 11, we saw a Red
necked Grebe in Chicago Bay, Cook 
County. This is not a common grebe 
in northeastern Minnesota. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks: A Whistling 
Swan was reported on Pigeon Bay on 
October 4. It is difficult to explain the 
presence of these birds locally in the 
summer. Geese were reported on October 
2, 7 and 10. These were all Canadas. On 
October 4, A. Barbini Jr. shot three 
Canadas, which "were the size of Mal
lards?" Probably they belonged to the 
race "hutchinsi." His father shot a 
White-fronted Goose on October 18. Al
though there are three spring records for 
this species, it had not previously been 
recorded in the fall. Ducks Unlimited 
reports that there was an unexpected 
major flight of Snow and Blue Geese 
through Manitoba. The flight probably 
split as J. Kerkoerle reports a heavy 
movement of these geese through Mara
thon on October 18, all flying south or 
southwest across the lake. He states the 
Canada Geese moved through the area 
from late September to mid-October. 

Due to high water, the crop of Wild 
Rice at Whitefish Lake was a complete 
failure. The unusual storms in Manitoba 
may also have effected migration. Until 
the end of October scarcely a Mallard 
or Black D!lck was seen. American 
Widgeons were reported as late as Octo
ber 24. Shovelers were shot at Fort 
William Harbor on September 15, the 
first time these ducks have been seen 
here in the fall. Until recently they have 
been rare spring migrants but a few 
now occur regularly. Mr. Barbini re-
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ports a brood of young in July. No Red
heads or Canvasbacks have been report
ed but Buffleheads and Common Golden
eyes appeared in their usual numbers. 
The White-winged Scoter is not a 
common migrant but this year they 
were present in large numbers at White
fish Lake from October 18 to 25. Kerk
oerle reports flocks at Marathon. All 
flights were in late afternoon and al
ways due east. A Lesser Scaup in early 
September was unusual; a6 was a Great
er Scaup on October 3, about two weeks 
earlier than we have previously seen it. 
Peculiarly, it is the only one we have 
seen this fall. The major flight of Ring
necked Ducks occurred at Whitefish 
Lake on October 10. The wind, generally 
from the south, shifted to the north at 
noon for 90 minutes and then reshifted 
to the south. During the brief period of 
north wind, these "Marsh Bluebills" 
passed through in great numbers. Prob
ably less than usual remained for the 
remainder of the month on the lake. 
Lesser Scaup were unusually common 
from October 18 to 25. 

Hawks and Eagles : Another season 
has passed without a fall hawk migra
tion at the Canadian Lakehead being 
observed by local naturalists. But we 
have learned something. Mr. Barbini, 
who guides Lake Trout fishermen in 
Thunder Bay, informs us that the mi
gration crosses Thunder Bay. This year 
the main flight of Buteos occurred as 
usual over Pie Island. He believes he 
saw 25,000 in a day, in a previous year. 
Dr. Philpott reported an October migra
tion of Rough-legged Hawks over Silver 
Islet several years ago. Now Mr. Kerk
oerle writes that a flight is notable at 
Marathon, flying in a westerly direc
tion. The flight began early in Septem
ber, increasing as the weather became 
cooler. On October 18, between 1 :00 and 
4:30 p.m. he saw 1,000 Rough-legged 
Hawks; 134 were seen on the morning 
of October 25. The wind was from the 
northeast. 

Crouse, Partridges and Pheasants: 
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The occasional Ring-necked Pheasant 
persists. No Sharp-tailed Grouse has 
been reported. One must travel further 
and further from the cities to find 
Spruce Grouse. The Ruffed Grouse is 
quite abundant this fall. We first found 
them budding in the late afternoon of 
October 22, a very dull, wet day. The 
local status of the Gray Partridge is 
unchanged. 

Cranes through Phalaropes : The 
American Coot was very common 
throughout. October at Whitefish Lake. 
A phalarope was seen on Lake Superior 
on October 4. There is some doubt whe
ther we get both Wilson's and Northern 
Phalaropes here in autumn. The shore 
bird migration this fall has been the 
highlight of migration despite its al
most complete absence earlier. On Sep
tember 13, we saw 175 American Golden 
Plover in flat fields near the airport. 
Unexpected was the association with 
them of five Black-bellied Plover. In the 
same area we recorded a Killdeer, two 
Dowitchers, with obviously long bills, six 
Lesser Y ellowlegs, 100 Pectoral Sand
pipers and eight Buff-breasted Sandpip
ers, a species reported locally once be
fore. Pectoral Sandpipers, American 
Golden and Black-bellied Plovers remain
ed throughout October. On October 22, 
K. Denis located a mixed group of 20 
American Golden, 10 Black-bellied Plov
er, eight Pectoral and five White-rumped 
Sandpipers and one Red-backed Sand
piper. They were still present on Octo
ber 28. R. Robb reported another flock 
of Black-bellied Plover and a Ruddy 
Turnstone on the 27th. 

Mourning Doves: As noted in the last 
Flicker, this species nested for the sec
ond year in Paipoonge Township. A few 
were seen throughout the summer and 
early fall. The latest records were single 
birds seen in Paigoonge Township and 
in Fort William on October 12 and 19. 
We had seen another on October 11, 
north of Grand Marais. 

Owls: It will be recalled that north
western Ontario and northern Minne-
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sota received a flight of Hawk-Owls in 
the winter of 1958-59. Schmid reported 
in the September Flicker, a Hawk-Owl 
in Beltrami County on July 14. Kerk
oerle saw one at Marathon June 8, and 
subsequently throughout the summer. The 
Speirs noted one near Kakabeka Falls 
on September 3. Hawk-Owls were shot 
by grouse hunters on October 12, 23 
and 25. To date no Snowy Owl has been 
seen. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 0 n e 
was seen on September 11 by Dorothy 
Allin although the minimum temperature 
the previous night fell to so· 0 

Horned Larks : This species has never 
been common at the Lakehead though a 
few are usually seen each autumn and 
even fewer in the spring. There is no 
evidence the Prairie form breeds here. 
No spring larks have been taken. Those 
collected in the fall have been Hoyt's 
Horned Larks although we have seen 
larks on both spring and fall migration 
which we suspected belonged to the 
northern race. This fall Horned Larks 
were very common for two weeks, com
mencing September 27. A few were pale, 
suggesting "hoyti" but the majority 
seemed to belong to the Northern race. 
One found by H. Rydholm and another 
killed by a train and collected by T. 
Perrons, were identified as "alpestris" 
by L. L. Snyder of the Royal Ontario 
Museum. On October 11, on a trip to 
Grand Marais, numerous flocks of 
Horned Larks were seen feeding along 
the highway. The majority resembled 
the Northern race but a few seemed to 
be Hoyt's based on field observations. 

Jays through Brown Creepers: Blue 
Jays were common; Gray Jays seemed 
to be present in their usual numbers. 
Common Crows were still present in 
large flocks on September 25. Common 
Ravens appeared about the same date. 
By mid-October few Common Crows re
mained but Common Ravens had become 
common. R. Robb reported a Boreal 
Chickadee and a late Brown Creeper in 
Fort William on October 27. 
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Mockingbirds through Wate1· Pipits: 
As reported in the last Flicker, observ
ers noted Mockingbirds in May at Ignace, 
Dryden and Atikokan ( 4). We now 
learn that five were seen during the 
same period in southern Manitoba and 
two at Sioux Lookout in western On
tario. Evidently there was a marked 
movement in the latter half of May, 
west of, but not including the Lakehead. 
Catbirds were killed in October at Atiko
kan and Dorion. Robins were usually 
abundant from SeptE-mber 21 through 
October. Their movement covered a large 
area. Flocks were still present October 
25 at Marathon. Eastern Bluebirds were 
fairly common locally this year. Kerk
oerle reports them increasing at Mara
thon. Numbers of Hermit Thrushes were 
killed when they struck obstructions this 
fall. 

The Water Pipit is rather an uncom
mon spring and fall migrant. T. Perrons 
reported his t:rain killed Water Pipits as 
well as Horned Larks and Lapland 
Longspurs west of Fort William on 
September 27. We had not previously 
considered trains as destructive to small 
birds. On October 3, we saw 50 Water 
Pipits. Two were still present at White
fish Lake on October 24. 

Waxwings through Warblers: The last 
Bohemian Waxwing was seen on April 
25. R. Robb reported one on October 23 
and we saw a flock of 30 on October 
27. Starlings flocked into Fort William 
commencing October 4. They remain 
very common, with flocks of hundreds 
feeding on the Mountain Ash. Little of 
this fruit may remain for Bohemian 
Waxwings and Pine Grosbeaks. After 
the heavy vireo ar,d warbler flights of 
early autumn, numbers of Palms, Ten
nessees and Myrtles remained into Octo
ber. Myrtles remained common until 
October 17. 
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Blackbirds and Grackles: Common 
Grackles were common all fall, and last 
seen on October 17. West of English 
River we noted two great flocks of 
Rusty Blackbirds on August 31 but they 
were very scarce at Whitefish Lake 
where one was still present on October 
24. 

Grosb eaks thro·ugh Crossbills: Mrs. 
Beckett noted the first Evening Gros
beaks on October 26. R. Robb reported 
two Pine Grosbeaks in Fort William, 
October 27. K. Denis found them in 
Eastern Rainy River District the same 
date. Kerkoerle saw four October 25, at 
Marathon. On the same date we saw 
thousands of Common Redpolls. We saw 
a large flock at Whitefish Lake on 
October 24. To date no crossbills have 
been reported. 

Span·ows, Long spurs and Buntings: 
Slate-colored Juncos were common. Large 
number were seen September 27 and 
October 3. A few were still present on 
October 28. The flight of Harris' White
crowned and White-throated Sparrows 
was poor. A late Swamp Sparrow flew 
through our blind at Whitefish Lake on 
October 17. Lapland Longspurs appeared 
later than usual, the first being those 
T. Perrons saw killed by a train on 
September 27. We noted a few mingling 
with flocks of Horned Larks in Cook 
County on October 11. A flock was seen 
in Fort William, October 27, a late date. 
Snow Buntings appeared on October 11, 
gradually increasing for a week but 
then their number declined. They were 
present in maximum numbers on October 
28. During this period numerous flocks 
were present along the highway, re
placing the longspurs and Horned Larks 
which had fed in the same areas prev
iously. - R egional Laboratory, Ontario 
Departm ent of H ealth, Fort William, 
Ontario. 
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Notes of Interest 
GROVE-BILLED ANI SPECIMEN TAKEN IN MINNESOTA - (Editor's 

Note: The following information was received from Dr. W. J . Breckenridge of The 
Museum of Natural History, University of Minnesota in a note received by him 
from Evard Berdan of Ortonville, Minnesota.) A friend of Mr. Berdan, who runs 
a mink farm near Ortonv1lle, Big Stone County, found a bird, on September 17, 
1959, in a box trap set for possible escapes from the mink pens. The bird appeared 
to be an odd "blackbird" of some sort when removed from the trap. The bird was 
taken to Mr. Berdan for identification. Mr. Berdan called Dr. Breckenridge, who 
readily identified the bird as a Grove-billed Ani. An attempt was made to keep the 
bird alive but it died while cnroute to Minneapolis. The specimen was then delivered 
to the Museum of Natural History. This is the third record of the occurence of this 
species in Minnesota. The first specimen was taken at Red Wing, Goodhue County, 
on October 12, 1913. The second record is a specimen found dead by a farmer near 
Nassau, Lac qui Parle County, on October 20, 1958. (Flicker, Volume 31, Number 
2, page 60.) -Robert B. Jcmssen, 1817 W. 59th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* 

IMMATURE MOCKINGBIRD AT DULUTH - An immature Mockingbird 
was caught in a mist net, banded, and released at the recreation area of Minnesota 
Point, St. Louis County, on August 28, 1959. This is the first record of an immature 
in the northern part of the state and strongly suggests a nesting of this species in 
this region. Two adults have been reported in the area this year, one in Duluth, St. 
Louis County, in early May by Mrs. T . Pappas, and one at Gooseberry State Park, 
Lake County, on May 31, 1959 by Gloria Peleaux. -Robert R. Cohen, 719 E. 6th 
Street, Duluth, Minnesota. 

* * 
PIGEON HAWK OBSERVED CAPTURING CHIMNEY SWIFT - On Sep

tember 11, 1959, in the business area of Duluth, St. Louis County, a Pigeon Hawk 
was observed capturing a Chimney Swift. The hawk was noticed flying parallel to 
and above First Street at :1 height of approximately one hundred feet. I noticed a 
Chimney Swift flying at random directly in line with the flight of the hawk. The 
Pigeon Hawk, with a slight up-swoop, grabbed the swift in mid-air and glided off 
with the swift's wings flapping. - Robert R . Cohen, 719 E. 6th Street, Duluth, 
Minn esota. 

* 

TUFTED TITMICE AGAIN SEEN IN THE DULUTH AREA - On Sep
tember 24, 1959, at Hawk Hill, above central Duluth, St. Louis County, two small 
groups of Tufted Titmice were seen, presumably in migration. The titmice are not 
known to breed in this part of the state o1· anywhere north of this area. If these 
groups of titmice were following the normal route of chickadee migration, they would 
have come from the north. The groups consisted of five to six individuals and were 
moving through the brush and trees in the area. As the groups were seen at differ
ent times, approximately one-half hour apart, the possibility exists that there was 
but one group . The chickadnc migration here, unusually prominent this fall, has been 
generally in one direction -:tnd continuous and I would guess this same migrational 
pattern would apply to the Tufted Titmice groups that I observed. - Robert R. 
Cohen, 719 E. 6th Street, Duluth, Minnesota. 
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RED-EYED VIREO AND LEAST FLYCATCHER OBSERVED IN JOINT 
FAMILY RELATIONSHIP - A slightly unusual situation of a late-nesting Red
eyed Vireo became an extremely unusual one when the apparent male of the family 
was found to be a Least Flycatcher. During the latter two weeks of July 1959 I 
observed a Red-eyed Vireo brooding on its nest in a small cedar grove in a semi
residential area of Duluth, St. Louis County. The nest was of the usual form and 
construction for that species and was hanging from a thin cedar limb approximately 
ten feet from the ground. The sound of very young Brown-headed Cowbirds emitted 
from the nest as I passed by on July 30. The next day I was astonished to see a 
Least Flycatcher, as well ::s the vireo, feeding young. The vireo was first noticed 
searching for food in the same cedar tree. The flycatcher flew to the tree close to 
the vireo, whereupon the vireo fluttered its wings, as if it wanted to be fed. The 
flycatcher then proceeded to the vireo nest and fed the young. The nest contained 
two young Brown-headed Cowbirds, unfeathered, and of course quite large for the 
nest. Immediately after the flycatcher left, the vireo came and fed the young. After 
a minute or two lapse, the flycatcher returned with additional food. Destruction of 
the nest, by an unknown cause, within the next three days prevented further studies 
of the situation, and left me only to guess how the situation may have turned out. -
Robert R. Cohen, 719 E. 6th Stree t, Duluth, Minnesota. 

* * * 
MIGRATIONAL MOVEMENT OF RING-BILLED GULLS - On Sunday, 

October 3, 1959, I witnessed a remarkable migration of Ring-billed Gulls at Lake 
Minnetonka, Hennepin County, where I live. The first wave of this migration passed 
directly over my home near the southeast tip of Carson's Bay at 8:45 am. The birds 
flew low over the house, only about 30 feet above the ground. They were readily 
discernible. As succeeding flocks of the gulls came from the northwest they moved 
southeastward wave after wave. The first birds were directly over me but those 
coming later were slightly farther to the northeast. Individual flocks of these gulls 
seemed to average about 100 birds. They moved along leisurely, rising and falling 
on the warm air currents. As the migration continued, flock after flock moved across 
my line of vision but each flock was always more removed to the northeast than the 
preceding flock. 

In order to watch the birds better as the migrational front receded farther to 
the northeast I climbed on top of my house. With the aid of an 8 x 30 binoculars, I 
was able to view the horizon better and could see off in the distance about five miles 
over the Minnetonka woods as succeeding flocks of gulls came into view. Frequently 
a large flock of 100 or more would rise up several hundred feet into the air and 
spiral around in a leisurely fashion. The gulls continued to pass my line of vision 
until 9:40 am. Altogether, the migrat:on took about 50 minutes to pass. I estimated 
that at least 10,000 Ring-billed Gulls were involved in this vast concourse. - Arnold 
IJ. Erickson, E xcelsior, Minnesota. 

* * * 
LEAST SANDPIPERS USE BUILDING AS FEEDING AREA - On August 

17, 1959, while visiting a doctor's office in the Miracle Mile Shopping Center, 
Rochester, Olmsted County, I observed several small shore birds busily feeding in a 
shallow pool of water on a nearby roof. Further investigation revealed that there 
were three Least Sandpipers in one group and on another part of the roof there 
was a single Least Sandpiper. It was very interesting to see how these birds had 
adapted themselves to man-made "mud flats." - R ev. Forest V. Strnad, Kasson, 
Minnesota. 
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YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS AT THE FISH HATCHERY POOL, 
ST. PAUL, RAMSEY COUNTY- Beginning about the middle of June, 1958, John 
Hall, who passes the fish pool tw;ce daily observed among the Black-crowned Night 
Herons present, several birds with gray bodies and yellowish crowns. The sides of 
the head were black and the legs were longer than those of the Black-crowned Night 
Herons. On June 21, I spent over half an hour at the pool. Four of the five herons 
present were adult Black-crowned Night Herons. One, however, was very differently 
marked. Back, sides, under-parts, breast, and the lower part of the neck were dark 
gray. The upper neck and throat were light gray in color. The cheeks were dark, and 
the crown was white. The legs appeared to be longer than those of the nearby Black
crowned Night Herons. The bill was chunkier than the bills of the Black-crowned 
N .ght Herons. After looking at two Yellow-crowned Night Heron skins shown to me 
by Dr. Breckenridge at the Museum of Natural History, I am convinced that the two 
individuals observed by J olm Hall and the one bird I observed were Yell ow-crowned 
Night Herons in some intermediate stage of plumage. Possibly, as Dr. Breckenridge 
suggested, they may have been adults in the post-nuptial plumage. - A. C. Rosen
winkel, .198 FnirviPw Avenue N., St. Paul, Minnesota. 

* * * 
PRAIRIE FALCONS IN MAHNOMEN AND PENNINGTON COUNTIES

On August 15, 1959, Richard Oehlenschlager and I were driving on Minnesota High
way 113 approximately one mile west of Waubun, Mahnomen County, when we 
spotted a sandy-colored falcon about pe1·egrine size. The bird was skimming swiftly 
about two feet above a stubble cornfield. The falcon turned and flew in front of the 
car, showing his black axillars. This, plus other characteristics, positively identified 
the bird as a Prair;e Falcon. The bird circled over the car for a moment or two and 
then flew northward. We found a dirt 1·oad running northward and followed the 
bird. The falcon apparently sensed pursuit, because it continually gained altitude. 
Five miles north of our initial observation point, the bird had circled and climbed 
until it was a mere infinitesimal speck in t he sky. At Ada, Norman County, we 
told Game Warden Martin Nelson about our sight record. He was surprised that 
we saw this falcon so early in the season. He said he usually sees one or two every 
fall in northwestern Norman County, on or about September 1. At St. Hilaire, Pen
nington County, on the same date, we observed another sandy-colored falcon, which 
we identified as another Prairie Falcon. This bird was also flying low over a stubble 
cornfield. After seeing these two Prairie Falcons, I was convinced that they were 
the same bird I saw on September 25, 1958 in Pipestone County, and Oehlenschlager 
was also convinced that it was the same species he saw last April near Nimrod, 
Wadena County. Other records for the Prairie Falcon in Minnesota are as follows: 
Swift County, winter, 1890-91; Traverse County, September 11, 1894; Lac qui Parle 
County, September 24, 1895; Pipestone County, November 1, 1930, November 27, 
1930, August 23, 1931, October 8, 1925; Lyon County, October 29, 1926; Renville 
Cunty, August 30, 1922; Rock County, 1949 (Nesting, Mounds Springs State Park 
by Gunderson). -Ronald L. Huber, 1231 N.E. 5th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* * * 
LATE FALL DATE FOR THE CHIMNEY SWIFT - On October 17, 1959, 

while driving along County Highway No. 18 in the Purgatory Creek area, Hennepin 
County, I noted a single Chimney Swift flying over the road. Roberts in "The Birds 
of Minnesota" li sts October 5 as the latest date for this species in the Twin City 
area. The latest date listed for the state is October 26 at Itasca State Park. This 
date is considered to be an ~xceptionally late date. - Robert B. Janssen, 1817 W. 
59th Stree t, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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RING-BILLED GULL ABUNDANCE -Several interesting reports have been 
received, in addition to Arnold Erickson's report contained above, concerning the 
abundance of Ring-billed Gulls in Minnesota this fall. One report received from 
Dwain Warner of the Museum of Natural History stated that hundreds of Ring
billed Gulls plus a few Franklin's Gulls were seen along the highways between Thief 
River Falls, Pennington C')unty, and Minneapolis, Hennepin County, on October 8, 
1959. The birds were seen throughout the day, in the air and standing on the road 
and on the shoulder of the road. The birds were seen well after dark as they flew in 
front of the car and became visible in the headlights. I witnessed the same abund
ance of Ring-billed Gulls and Franklin's Gulls while driving between Willmar, Kan
diyohi County and Rothsay. Wilkin County, on October 9, 1959. The Ring-billed 
Gulls far outnumbered the Franklin's and they were also seen standing on the road 
and shoulder of the road. The abundance of these birds seemed very out of place in 
this semi-prairie area. The Franklin's Gulls seen were mainly found in the recently 
plowed fields or on the small sloughs found along the road. Two small water areas 
near Fergus Falls, Otter Tail County, contained large numbers of Ring-billed Gulls, 
one, approximately three to four acres in extent contained at least 1,000 of the birds. 
No accurate count of the gulls seen throughout the day could be kept but they cer
tainly numbered in the many thousands.- Robert B. Janssen, 1817 W. 59th Street, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* 
KENTUCKY WARE LER IN TWIN CITY AREA - On August 29, 1959 

Brother Theodore was birdwatching in a small woods near the intersection of High
way 12, just north of a gravel pit west of Minneapolis, Hennepin County. On that 
day he observed a Black-throated Blue Warbler that was in transition from spring 
to fall plumage. He also observed a Connecticut Warbler in fall plumage. 

On September 6, Broth~r Theodore showed this area to me with hopes that some 
warblers might still linger there. An Ovenbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Brown Thrasher, 
Swainson's Thrush, and American Redstart were seen, at about noon. Things were 
very quiet and we wondered if we would continue. Suddenly a small warbler flew 
up from the waist-high Jewel Weed (lmpatien biflora) and sat on a dead twig 
about six feet in front of as. The head pattern was exactly like the spring plumage 
except that black markings were not as intense. The bird was unmistakably a Ken
tucky Warbler. 

In May, August, and SE:ptember of 1958, Richard Oehlenschlager saw what he 
believes were Kentucky Warblers in Wadena County, near Nimrod. This is con
siderably beyond the general periphery of their range, but a collected specimen from 
that area would verify the report. Other Minnesota records for the Kentucky Warb
ler are: July 1952, Winona County, Brother Theodore (this is the first record for 
the state); May 22, 1956, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Ray Glassel; May 17-18, 
1958, Whitewater State Park, Winona County, by M.O.U. members. -Ronald L. 
Hub er, 1231 N.E. 5th Street, Minneapolis, Minne,qota. 

* * * 
WHITE PELICAN DATES- Few fall dates have been recorded for the White 

Pelican in Minnesota. Roberts in "The Birds of Minnesota" lists only the following 
late fall dates: October 3, 1907, Heron Lake, Jackson County and October 19, 1930, 
Herman, Grant County. I 0bserved a single White Pelican on a small slough just 
north of Pennock, Kandiyohi County, on October 11, 1959. Two other individuals 
were seen circling over the town of Atwater, Kandiyohi County, on October 24, 
1959.- Robert B. Janssen, 1817 W. 59th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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SPRAGUE'S PIPIT SEEN IN ROCK COUNTY - Seventy-six species of birds 
were seen on a Minneapolis to Rock County trip on September 7, 1959. The notable 
species included a White Pelican at Lac qui Parle Lake, Lac qui Parle County, Blue 
and Snow Geese and Black-bellied Plovers at Salt Lake, Lac qui Parle County and 
seven Swainson's Hawks in Rock and Pipestone Counties. We also saw a Short-eared 
Owl in Pipestone County, and to add interest to the trip we saw seven Coyotes at 
Mound Springs State Park, Rock County. 

By far the best part of the trip was in Rock County approximately four miles 
southeast of the town of .T~~per. We were on an unidentified county road, heading 
north, when a flock of small birds circled and landed in a freshly plowed field. The 
flock consisted of approximately 75 Horned Larks, however, we noted that several of 
the birds were smaller and had striped backs. When these birds approached the 
Horned Larks they were immediately chased away. We suspected that the birds were 
Sprague's Pipits. One of the birds flew off into a grassy area adjacent to the plowed 
field. At this same time two shore birds flew into the field in view of our twenty 
power spotting scope. The birds were Buff-breasted Sandpipers. The smaller bird 
was then positively identified as a Sprague's Pipit. As the bird took flight it called 
its typical "pip-it" call. There were two additional pipits mixed in with the Horned 
Larks. -Ronald L. Hub er, 1231 N.E. 5th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* * * 
BEWICK'S WREN IN HOUSTON COUNTY - On September 12, 1959 while 

in Houston County with Ray Glassel and Harding Huber, I observed a single Be
wick's Wren. We had stopped in the small town of Reno, Houston County and walked 
out on a spillway which led into a marshy area. We heard a high speed chatter, like 
a rapid House Wren. The bird was found about 15 feet away in a low bush. It was 
a long-tailed wren with a white eye stripe and no rusty on the sides. We studied the 
bird for another ten minutes until it spread its tail feathers slightly, allowing us to 
see the white in the outer corners and verify our identification. As we moved nearer, 
the bird flew up into a small nearby tree where it paused for a moment and then 
flew toward the highway. We did not see the wren again. Other interesting observa
tions were a melanistic Gray Squirrel just west of Reno, a male Ring-necked Duck 
on a pond at Whitewater Park, Winona County and hundreds of migrating Rose
breasted Grosbeaks between Reno and Caledonia, Fillmore County. - Ronald L. 
Huber, 1231 N.E. 5th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* * * 
THE GREAT GRAY OWL AND INDIGO BUNTING AT BASSWOOD LAKE, 

LAKE COUNTY, MINNESOTA' -On July 17, 1959 a Great Gray Owl was 
flushed in a heavy stand nf Red Pine near the mouth of Frog Bay on Basswood 
Lake. It flew about 100 feet and landed on a limb where it was approached and 
observed for several minutes. The following day, presumably the same owl was 
again flushed and observed at close range. Its large size, soft flight and face and 
breast markings made identification easy. During July, 1958 a pair of Indigo Bunt
ings was observed numerous times in the open pine plantation on the grounds of the 
Quetico-Superior Wilderness Research Center. Their behavior indicated that they 
had a nest nearby but I was unable to find it. On July 20, 1959 a male Indigo 
Bunting was seen in the same area. The above observations were made possible 
through the courtesy of the Quetico-Superior Wilderness Research Center. - James 
R. Beer, Department of Entomology and Economic Zoology, University of Minnesota, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 
1/Pape r No. 1028 Misc. Journal Series, Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station, St. 

Paul 1, Minnesota. 
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WHIMBREL AND JAEGER ON MINNESOTA POINT, ST. LOUIS COUNTY 
On September 19, 1959 Robert Janssen, Brother Theodore, Harding Huber and I 

were in Duluth, St. Louis County, to observe the hawk flight. As we entered Duluth 
from Fond du Lac, St. Louis County, we observed a Piegon Hawk flying over and 
another perched on a telephone pole. At Chester Park, in Duluth, we saw Tennessee, 
Nashville, Bay-breasted and Chestnut-sided Warblers, and Solitary, Red-eyed and 
Philadelphia Vireos. On Minneosta Point, St. Louis County, we observed Golden and 
Black-bellied Plover in a mixed flock in a grassy area near the amusement park. On 
the beach we saw several Sanderlings and Semipalmated Plovers. As we were ob
serving these shore birds, a curlew flew onto the beach. It lacked the spring plumage 
head-striping, but it was clearly a Whimbrel (Hudsonian Curlew). This was not far 
from where I observed Whimbrels and Long-billed Curlews on May 24, 1958. The 
Long-billed had been in the dry, sandy airfield across from the amusement park, 
while the two Whimbrels had been seen on Harbor Island. As we observed the Whim
brei a jaeger flew by. The bird was flying rapidly and we had a very short time for 
observation. It was some distance off shore and as a result we were not able to iden
tify it as to exact species. It flew past a lighthouse on a break water and disap
peared. We were unable to find it later. In the meantime, the Whimbrel was walking 
quietly around on the beach. The bird finally took flight, uttering his characteristic 
ku-ku-ku-ku-ku-ku flight notes quite rapidly. - Ronald L. Huber, 1231 N.E. 5th 
Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* l(. * 
SANDHILL CRANES IN ROSEAU COUNTY -(Editor's Note: The follow

ing information was received from Mr. Jensen in response to an inquiry on the 
status of Sandhill Cranes nesting in Minnesota.) At present (October 2, 1959) there 
is an estimated flock of about 1,000 of these big birds (Sandhill Cranes) using the 
Roseau River Refuge and the surrounding farmers' fields. Nesting has been observed 
within and outside the area, mainly in the north half of Roseau County. They are 
not too well received by the local farmers as they cause much destruction to their 
grain fields. What they don't eat they tramp into the mud with their big feet. They 
are interesting birds and I have watched their mating dance which is a show in 
itself. They fly very high on their migration flight and in the spring they can be 
heard before they are seen. They sound, to me, like one of the old fashioned coffee 
grinders they used to use when I was a small boy, a very rasping call. They are 
very wary birds and usually leave on the first day of the waterfowl season. -Jack 
R. Jensen, Manager, Rosean Rive1· Refuge, Pine Creek, Minnesota. 

* * 
HOUSE WRENS USE SNAKE SKINS AS NESTING MATERIAL - On 

June 26, 1959, when I investigated the nesting boxes on my Bluebird Trail, near 
Kasson, Dodge County, I found that a pair of House Wrens, using box number 20, 
incorporated the skin of a Garter Snake into their nest. The nest ·contained seven 
eggs of the House Wren. On July 4, 1959 while checking more nesting boxes, which 
contained nesting House Wrens, I found boxes number 10 and number 15 also con
tained snakeskins incorporated within the usual nesting material of the House Wren. 
House number 10 contained six eggs. Five young were fledged from this nest. They 
were banded on July 28. House number 15 contained five eggs when first investigat
ed. On July 15 when I checked this box I found the lid was knocked off and the eggs 
were gone. The habit of using a snakeskin as nesting material is well documented in 
the case of the Great Crested Flycatcher but it seems rather unusual for a species 
such as the House Wren. - Rev. Forest 11. Strnad, Kasson, Minnesota. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE GOOSEBERRY STATE PARK LIST - Most check
lists soon become out of date after they are published. The "Checklist, Birds of 
Gooseberry Falls State Park" (Hofslund, 1957, Mimeo) is no exception. The follow
ing birds have been added to this list during 1958 and 1959: Red-necked Grebe, 
migrant; Greater Yellowlegs, summer visitor; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, summer resi
dent (1959); Mockingbird, rare (Gloria Peleaux, May 31, 1959); Baltimore Oriole, 
migrant; Bobolink, migrant (Gloria Peleaux); Western Meadowlark, nesting; Eve
ning Grosbeak, summer vi sitor (Gloria Peleaux); Rufous-sided Towhee, summer 
resident ( ?) ; White-winged Crossbill, nest (1958 ?) ; Red Crossbill, summer visitor 
(Dwain Warner).- P. B. Hofslund, Biology Department, University of Minnesota, 
Duluth, Duluth, Minnesota. 

* * • 
YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER MORTALITY -On April 15, 1959 Frank 

Andruski, the caretaker of North Commons Park, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, 
called the University of Minnesota, Museum of Natural History to report a number 
of dead Yellow-shafted Flickers he had found in the park. The previous day he had 
found four dead flickers which he burned. The morning of the 15th he found ten 
more and at noon two additional birds. One of these had been decapitated by some 
scavanger and from its condition was thought to have died the previous day. The 
morning of the 16th three additional birds were found dead, one of which was saved 
for the museum. The last reported dead flicker was found April 21 at which time a 
robin was also found dead. A total of 20 flickers were found. 

Most of the birds were found under trees, few immediately against the base of 
the trunk, others out farther, within the circumference of the branches. An occasional 
bird was found on the lawn ~:way from trees. The park has low hills covered with an 
open stand of oaks and extensive lawn areas. In mid-April 1959, the lawns were dry 
and very hard. Andruski said the birds fed both out on the lawns and in the trees. 
Starlings, Common Grackles, Robins, and Slate-colored Juncos were common, feeding 
on the lawns and one Brown Creeper was seen in the trees as well as Myrtle Warb
lers. However, the only bird found dead other than the flickers was a single Robin. 

The Minnesota State Public Health laboratory at the University of Minnesota 
examined four of the birds and could find no indication of a cause of death. The 
University of Minnesota Medical School Department of Bacteriology and Immunology 
innoculated suspensions of heart liner and spleen from three of the birds found dead 
April 15 intercerebrally int o weanlry mice. They reported no specific mouse deaths 
or illnesses during 14 days of observation, which rules infection by viruses of West
ern equine and St. Louis encephalitis. All specimens examined at the museum were 
in apparently good physical condition, moderate to rather fat and with no obvious 
bruises or hemorrhages.- Robert W. Dickerman, Museum of Natural History, Uni
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

* * • 
EDITOR'S NOTE: It is requested that persons keeping records concerning 

migration dates on various species of birds submit these dates and information for 
inclusion in future issues ?f The Flicker , Notes of Interest section. With the index 
appearing in this issue, these dates will become more important and useful to readers 
of this publication. 
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BOO·K 
THE BIRDS, Oskar and Katharina 

Heinroth. University of Michigan Press, 
Ann Arbor, Michgian, 1958, 181 pp. $5. 

In a period when bird books are pub
lished at a rate equal to, or greater than 
the rate of test firing of rockets, it is 
a rare one, as in the case of the rockets, 
that reaches its goal ::.nd makes a real 
contribution. The Birds, a small (181 
pages) pocket-sized, disorganized, and 
completely enchanting book does make 
the grade. Its 22 chapters (one only one 
page long) presents facts on avian nat
ural history that were accumulated by 
the Heinroths over years of study of 
living birds in the Berlin Zoo and 
throughout Europe. This is a book 
written by people obviously fascinated 
with their subject, but with a sound 
understanding of biology (a striking 
contrast to so many of the popular style 
bird books). Each cJ-,apter from its 
informal title such as: What Is a Bird, 
Who Looks After the Young, I s the Size 
of a Bird Related to the Size of Its 
Eggs, or Keeping Clean, etc. is filled 
with a wealth of well-presented infor
mation, often anecdotal and occasionally 
anthropomorphic. 

The general approach is one of com
parative behavior, and morphology or 
structure. We learn: the stage of de
velopment of young on hatching is de
pendent on the length of the incubation 
period. Helpless song bird young hatch 
in about 12-14 days, whereas young 
covered with down as the young of 

REVIEW 
waterfowl and raptors take twice as 
long. Few birds recognize their own 
eggs, yet can identify their own young 
even from large groups of young as in 
colonial nesting species. A healthy Mal
lard has a specif:c gravity of .65, and 
so floats high and dry within its water
proof feathers. A sick Mallard that has 
lost its waterproofing has a specific 
gravity of .95 barely enough to keep it 
afloat. When tree birds are on the 
ground they usually retain the hopping 
gait suitable for movement through 
branches. Excellent flyers, the swifts 
find it almost impossible to walk. 

The enjoyable informal method of 
presentation makes the book ideal for 
casual reading as well as valuable for 
information of many facets of bird life. 
Chapter 12 on mating season will tickle 
most readers for its human approach to 
the subject, complete to suggesting a 
method of tell ing whether a usually 
faithful female Rock Dove "has strayed 
from virtue." 

The largest drawback to The Birds is 
its relatively high cost, $5, but at 2.7 
ceC!ts a page this book ranks as a bar
gain when compared to the majority of 
the current crop of birds books. It can 
and should be profitably read by all who 
find the study of birds a rewarding 
avocation or occupation. - Robert W. 
Dickerman, Mus eum of Natural History, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

CORRECTION 
Volume 31, Number 3, page 88, the name Donald V. Gray should be substituted 

for that of Dr. William Greene as refuge manager of the Upper Mississippi River 
Wildlife and Fish Refuge with offices located in Winona, Minnesota. 

Editor's Note: As an addition to the article "How to Mist Net Birds," by Gary 
C. Kuyava appearing in Volume 31, Number 3, it should have been stated that this 
paper first appeared in Volume 31, Number 3 of the "Inland Bird Banding News." 
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IN DEX T'O 
Agelaius phoeniceus, 104 
Allin, A. E., the Canad1an lakehead, 18-22, 49-53; 77-81; 
129-132 
Ani, Grove·billed, 60; cover illustration, No. 4; 105, 133 
Avocet, American, 73, 75, 96, 99, 101 
Badger, 126 
Baldpate, 87 
Balsar, D. S., hawk bill passes Minnesota legislature, 48 
Bat, 

Big Brown, 119 
Hoary, 100, 119, 120 
Keen"s Little Brown, 119 
Little Brown, 21, 119, 120 
Red, 119, 120 
Silver-haired, 119, 120 

Bear, 
Black, 125 
Polar, 22 

Beaver, 21, 50, 118, 122 
Beer, James R., the Magpie and Mockingbird in Anoka 
County, Minnesota, 102; the Great Gray Owl and Indigo 
Bunting at Basswood Lake, lake County, Minnesota, 137 
Bittern, 

American, 41, 106, 108 
Least, 74, 90 

Blackbird, 38, 129, 132 
Brewer'S1 81 
Redwinged, 9, 41, 43, 54, 57, 67, 68, 92, 104, 106, 
108, 110 
Rusty, 9, 21, 23, 50, 57, 81, 92, 110, 132 
Yellow-headed, 41, 43, 46-47, 78, 79, 81, 92-107, 108 

Bluebird, 9, 33, 34, 54, 57, 75, 77, 78, 80, 89 
Easte1 n, 43, 52, 75, 77, 89, 111, 132 

Bobcat, 6, 126 
Bobolink, 81, 92, 139 
Breckenridge, W. J., cover painting, Parasitic Jaeger, No. 
2; the Kako Morita painting of the Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, 46-47; Short-eared Owl preying on pocket 
g'Jpher, 98; cover illustration, Groove-billed Ani, No. 4 
Bremer, Paul E. and Sanford D. Schemnitz, wintering 
birds of Fraser Township, Martin County, Minnesota, 
66-68 
Bubo virginianus, 45 
Bufflehead, 54, 56, 130 
Bun t ing, 81, 132 

Ind igo, 81, 92, 137 
Snow, 9, 18, 21, 35, 36, 38, 43, 52, 54, 55, 57, 7i, 
110, 111, 132 

Canvasback, cover photograph No. 3; 86-88, 90, 130 
Card ;nal, 9, 57, 67, 68, 92, distribution map opposite 104 
Car ibou, Woodland, 21 
Catbird, 43, 80, 94, 107, 111, 114, 115 
Chat, Yellow-breasted, 89, 94, 114 
Chickadee, 21, 133 

Black-capped, 8, 13, 20, 38, 57, 67, 94, 114, 115 
Boreal, 20, 44,57111,131 
Brown-capped, 9 

Ch:pmunk, 
Eastern, 120 
Least, 120 

Circus cyaneus, 104 
Cohen, Robert R., Immature Mockingbird at Duluth, 133; 
Piegon Hawk observed capturing Chimney Swift, 133; 
Tufted Titmice again seen in Duluth area, 133; Red-eyed 
Vireo and Least Flycatcher observed in joint family re
lationship, 135 
Coot, 41 

American, 90, 131 
Cormorant, 140 
Cougar, 6 
Cowbird, 11, 41 

Brown-headed, 92, 107, 134 
Coyote, 125, 137 
Crane, 79, 131 

Sandhill, 42, 79, 111, 138 
Creeper, Brown, 21, 38, 57, 61, 77, 94, 114, 115, 131, 
139 
Crossbi II, 8, 19, 132 

Red, 19, 35, 37, 39, 55, 139 
White-winged, 8, 35, 54, 92, 139 

Crow, 5, 20, 61 
Common, 20, 51, 57, 67, 92, 107, 131 
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Cuckoo, 80 

Black-billed, 80, 90 
Yellow-billed, 139 

Cucilidae, 60 
Curlew, 138 

Hudson1an, 63, 138 

31 

Long-billed, 138 
Deer, 118, 126 

Vnginia, 21 
Wh•te-1ailed, 1 

Dickcissel, 74 
Dickerman, R. W., Jaegers of Minnesota, 30-32; com
ments on the winter invasions of birds, 35-39; Blue
Winged Teal banded in Minnesota recovered in Mexico, 
27; Yellow-shafted Flicker mortality, 139; Book Review, 
141 
Dove, 80 

MoUining, 9, 56, 67, 68, 74, 78, 80, 89, 90, 131 
Ring, 24 
RocK, 19, 20, 141 

Dowitcher, 43, 80, 110, 131 
Duck, 25, 42, 79, 86-88, 99, 109, 129 130 

Black, 7, 25, 52, 56, 90, 130 
Ring-necked, 24, 79, 84, 90, 129, 130, 137 
Ruddy, 41, 90 
Wood, 2-3, 42, 90, 109, 112 

Dunlin, 90 
Eagle, 130 

Bald, 7, 44, 55, 56, 79, 107 
Golden, 7, 89, 90 

Egret, 
Cattle, 103-104 
Common, 42, 75, 76, distribution map opposite 64, 109 
Snowy, 103 

Erickson, Arnold B., an avian tumor, 25i Migrational 
movement of Ring-billed Gulls, 134 
Ermine, 126 
Falcon, Peregrine, 7 

Prairie, 135 
Fieldfare, 39 
Finch, Purple, 9, 18, 57, 92, 107, 110 
Fimeth, 0. A., addenda to ornithological history of Min
nesota, 26 
Fisher, 22 
Flicker, 12, 68, 80, 139 

Yellow-shafted, 9, 41, 56, 58, 67, 77, 92, 111, 114, 
115, 139 
Flugum, Charles, birding without binoculars, 10-13 
Flycatcher, 74, 110, 134 

Great Crested, 92, 138 
Least, 78, 92, 115, 134 
Olive-sided, 77 
Scissor-tailed, 74 
Traill's, 92, 106, 108, 114, 115 
Yellow-bellied, 92 

Fox, 
Gray, 125 
Red, 22, 125 

Frog, 
Leopard, 103 
Swamp Tree, 49 
Wood, 49 

Gadwall, 90 
Geomys bursarius, 98 
Glassel, Raymond A., wintering Virginia Rails in Min
nesota, 23 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-Gray, 74 
Goehring, Harry H., Wood Ducks nest in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, 2-3 
Godwit, 80 

Hudsonian, 63, 73, 79 
Marbled, 42, 63, 73, 7 4, 79 

Goldeneye, 7 
Common, 20, 50, 52, 56, 77, 90, 107, 109, 129, 130 

Goldfinch, 9 
American, 18, 57, 67, 92, 107, 108, 110, 112, 115 

Goose, 79, 109, 111, 130 
Blue, 42, 60, 61, 74, 79, 130, 137 
Canada, 7, 42, 44, 52, 54, 56, 79, 89, 90, 109, 111, 130 
Mutchin's, 42, 130 
Ross', 7 
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Snow, 42, 60, 74, 79, 109, 130, 137 
While-fronted, 44, 130 

Gopher, 
~ray, 121 
PocKet, 98, 118, 119, 122 

Goshawk, 7, 48, 56, 65, 79, 110 
Grackle, 12, 21, 132 

Common, 9, ~0, 21, 43, 50, 57, 92, 129, 132, 139 
Grasshopper, 101, 103 
Grebe, ~9, 130 

Eared, 73, 90 
Ho1 ned, 42, 54, 56, 79, 130 
P1ed-billed, 90 
Red-necked, 79, 90, 130, 139 
Wesrern, 73, 96, 111 

Grewe, AI, R.ng uoves rear Mourning Dove, 24 
Grosbeak, 81, 132 

tven.ng, 9, 19, 20, 57, 81, 89, 92, 132, 139 
Pine, 9, 19, 20, 21, 35, 36, 38, 39, 49, 54, 57, 132 
Rose-breas1ed, 43, 81, 92, 111, 137 

Ground Squirrel, Striped, 101 
Grouse, 20, 79, 109, 130 

Blue, 51 
Rufted, Cover rhotograph, No. 1; 14, 15, 20, 51, 56, 
79, 90, 113, 131 
Sharp-tailed, 51, 56, 79, 101, 131 
Spruce, 20, 51, 79, 131 

Gull, 111, 134, 136, 140 
Bonaparte's, 80 
FranKim's, 101, 103, 109, 136 
Glaucous, 20, 44, 56, 80 
Great Black-backed, 26, 55 
Herring , 9, 20, 26, 30, 43, 51, 56, 90, 113 
Iceland, 54, 56, BO 
Ivory, 80 
R.ng-oilled, 20, 30, 43, 56, 80, 101 , 134, 136 

Gunderson, Harvey L., the Ruffed Grouse drums, 14-15; 
Ruffed Grouse drumming, cover photograph No. 1 
Gyrfalcon, 79, 105 
Hanna, Mrs. Darrel M., possible sight record of the 
Cattle Egret in Minnesota, 103-104 
Hawk, 48, 79, 89, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 130, 138 

Broad-winged, 56, 65, 107 
Cooper's, 7, 10, 4B, 56, 65, 67, 68 
Harlan's, 56 
Marsh, 51, 52, 56, 67, 68, 90, 99, 101, 104 
Pigeon, 43, 110, 113, 115, 133, 138 
Red-shou ldered, 7, 43, 56, 110 
Red-tailed, 7, 51, 56, 59, 90 
Rough-legged, 7, 35, 3B, 56, 58, 67, 68, 130 
American, 21, 52 
Sharp-sh1nned, 7, 48, 52, 56, 65, 89, 90, 101 , 114, 115 
Sparrow, 7, 43, 56, 77, 90, 101 , 110, 113, 115 
American, 51 
Swamson's, 98, 137 

Heron, 
Black-crowned Night, 135 
Great Blue, 10, 75, 100, distribution map opposite 64; 
107 
Green, 41 
Yellow-crowned Night, 73, 90, 135 

Hofslund, P. B., Kentucky Warbler at Whitewater State 
Park, 24; Additions to the Gooseberry State Park list, 139 
Huber, Harding, Worm-eating Warbler again seen in 
Minneapolis area, 62 
Huber, Ronald, Long-eared Owls in Scott and Hennepin 
counties, 62; Yellow Rails in Becker and Mahnomen 
counties, Minnesota, 82-83; Prairie Falcons in Mahnomen 
and Pennington Counties, 135; Kentucky Warbler in Twin 
City area, 136; Bewick's Wren in Houston County, 137; 
Sprague's Pipi t seen in Rock County, 137; Whimbrel and 
Jaeg er on Minnesota Point, St. louis County, 138 
Hummingbird, Ruby-throated, 11, 92, 131 
Jaeger, 13B 

Long-tailed, 30-32, 76 
Parasitic, 30-32; cover illustration No. 
Pomerine, 30-32 

Janssen, Robert B., May Bird ing in Traverse County, 
Minnesota, 96; Swa inson's Hawk in Dodge County, Min
nesota, 98; Henslow's Sparrow extends range in Min
neso ta, 102; Groove-billed Ani specimen taken in Min
nesota, 133; late fall date for the Chimney Swift, 135; 
White Pelican dates, 136; Ring-billed Gull abundance, 136 
Jay, 80, 131 

Blue, 9, 20, 41, 57, 61 , 67, 68, 92, 107, 114, 115, 131 
Canada, BO 
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Gray, 9, 20, 57, 100, 120, 131 
Jensen, Jack R., Sandhill Cranes in Roseau County, 13B 
Jessen, Robert, waterfowl sex ratio, 24 
Johnson, Carl, and Forest V. Strnad, the Minnesota bird 
banders, 40-41; 88-95 
Junco, 53 

Oregon, 57, 59, 92 
51a oe-cololed, IB, 52, 54, 57, 67, 77, 7B, 92, 97, 110, 

111 , 114, 115, 132, 139 
Killdeer, 9, 11, 12, 43, 52, 54, 56, 90, 131 
K1ngbird, 

taste1n, 12, 43, 77, 92, 96, 101, 106, 10B, 129 
Wesrern, 12, 92. 96 

K1ngf•sher, Belted, 50, 56, 90 
K'"glet, 21, 62 

Uolaen·CIO<fVned, 8, 57, 81, 94, 110 
Ruby-crowned, B1, 94 

Kop1schke, Earl D., captive Great Horned Owls, 45-48 
Kuyava, Gary C., two reports of Mountain Lion from 
lake and Cook Counties, 6; Brown Thrasher winters at 
Uuluth band.ng station, 23; three Tufted Titmice spend 
wonter in Duluth, 25; Great Black-backed Gull seen on 
North Shore, 26; how to mist net birds, 69-72; Texas 
recovery of Minnesota Slate-colored Junco, 97; Spring 
diet of a Marsh Hawk, 99; Grace Lake heron colony, 100; 
MacGillivray's Warbler banded at Duluth, 102 
lark , Horned, 9, 11 , 54, 57, 67, BO, 132, 137 

Hoyt's, 131 
Northern, 131 
Prairie, 131 

laciurus cinereus, 100 
Larson, Goodman and Marge, Groove-billed Ani in lac 
qui Parle County, 60 
LeFebvre, Joyce H., preliminary ornithological survey of 
French Creek bog, 106-1 OB 
lemm ing, Collared, 3B 

Southern Bog, 123, 124 
Lion, Mountain, 6, 126 
Longley, William H., a request for information, 25; 
hawk notes, 101 
longspur, 132 

lhestnut-collared, 83 
Lapland, 9, 11, 37, 43, 52, 54, 57, 92, 111, 132 

loon, 1, 79, 130 
Common, 1, 42, 79, 107 

Lupien!, Mary, seasonal report, 7-9; 42-44; 73-76; 109-
111 ; nesting of the American Avocet in Minnesota, 101 
Luwe, Bill, conservation education imperative, 63-64 
lynx, 6, 126 
Mac10r, Lazurus W., predation of Gray Jays on the 
young of the Hoary Bat, 100 
Magnus, lester T., Recent nesting of the White Pelican 
in 1 he lake of the Woods area, 139-140 
Magpie, 9 

BlacK-billed, 23, 44, 50, 55, 61, 92, 102 
Mallard, 7, 24, 25, 41, 52, 56, B7, 90, 99, 107, 129, 
130, 141 
Mammals, check list of Itasca Park Mammals, 127-128 
Marshall, William H. and Alan B. Sargeant, Mammals of 
Itasca State Park, Minnesota, 118-128 
Marten, 22 
Mart in, Purple, 43, 92 
Meadowlark, 41, 67, 68 

Eas .ern, 43, 57, 79, B1, 92 
Western, 43, 81, 92, 139 

Merganser, 52 
American, 7 
Common, 42, 50, 52, 56 
Hooded, 7, 42, 74, 90, 99 
Red-breasted, 42 

Microtus pennsylvanicus, 6, 103 
Mink, 46, 62, 126 
Mockingbird, 21, 75, 78, 81, 102, 132, 133, 139 
Mole, Star-nosed, 119 
Moose, 21, 126 
Morgan, H. R. and Ernest Swift, Calling the shot on the 
1959 duck season, B6-BB 
Mouse, 123, 124 

Deer, 103, 123 
House, 124 
Meadow Jump:ng, 124 
Red-backed, 123 
White-footed, 123 
Woodland Jumping, 124 

Muskrat, 123, 124 
Nighthawk, 74 
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Common, 92, l 07, l 09 
Nutcracker, Clark's, 35 
Nutha .ch, 21 

Red-breasted, 8, 13, 20, 44, 57, 89, 94, 110, Ill, 
114, 115 
WhiTe-breasted, 3, 8, 13, 20, 57, 67, 94, Ill 

Oehlenschlager, Richard, Black-bdled Magpies in Wadena 
County, 61 
uldsquaw, 7, 44 
Olyphant, Jane C., the Minnesota Christmas census of 
1958, 54-59 
Oporornrs tolmiei, 102 
Orrole, Baltimore, 43, 81, 92, 139 
Osprey, l 07 
Oner, River, 126 
Ovenbird, 94, 114, 115, 136 
ONI, 131 

Barred, 56, 67, 68, 72, l 07 
Burrowing, 73, 96, l 03 
Great Gray, 8, 21, 137 
Great Horned, 8, 21, 45, 48, 50, 56, 67, 68, 72, 90 
Hawk, 8, 21, 23, 43, 49, 50, 96, 130, 131 
Long-eared, B, 54, 56, 62, 72, 90 
Saw-whet, 50, 72, 90 
Screech, 13, 56, 62, 90 
Short-eared, 8, 73, 82, 98, 137 
Snowy, 8, 21, 35, 38, 43, 49, 50, 55, 56, 131 

Partridge, 79, 130 
Gray, 20, 51, 109, 131 

Paterson, Morris L., American Avocet nesting in Minne
so ta, 99 
Ped .oecetes phasianellus, 104 
Pelican, White, 73, 96, 110, Ill, 136, 137, 139-140 
Perisoreus canadensis, 100 
Peromyscus, l 03 
Pewee, Eastern Wood, 92 
Phalarope, 63, 131 

Northern, 73, 131 
Wilson's, 43, 73, 79, 131 

Phasianus colchicus, 104 
Pheasant, l, 45, 66, 109, 130 

Ring-necked, 8, 51, 56, 79, 101, 104, 131 
Phoebe, 77 

Eastern, 92, l 06 
Pigeon, Passenger, 105 
Poeper, W. R., Hawk-Owls - Lake of the Woods County, 
23 
P,ntail, 52, 86, 87, 90, 109, 129 
Pipit, 43 

Sprague's, 137 
Water, 44, 60, Ill, 112, 113, 115, 132 

Plover, 63, 80 
Black-bellied, 80, 110, 113, 115, 131, 137, 138 
Golden, 12, 43, 73, 80, 138 
American Golden, 110, 131 
Semi-palmated, 90, 112, 113, 115, 138 
Upland, 43, 73, 78, 80, 90 

Porcupine, 21, 125 
Prairie Chicken, 1, 42 

Greater, 73, 82, 83, 116-117 
Puma, 6 
Quail, Bobwhite, 8 
Rabbit, 45 

Cottontail, 120 
Snowshoe, 120 

Raccoon, 125 
Rail, 79 

King, 73 
Virginia, 9, 23, 79, 90, 106, 108 
Yellow, 73, 82-83 

Rana pipiens, 103 
Raven, 4-5, 9, 20, 50, 51, 53, 61, 80 

Common, 20, 57, 131 
Redhead, 79, 86, 87, 88, 90, 130 
Redpoll, 9, 18, 23, 39 

Common, 20, 35, 36, 39, 51, 54, 57, 92, 132 
Hoary, 37 

Redstart, American, 94, 115, 136 
Robin, 13, 20, 21, 38, 41, 43, 49, 50, 52, 57, 58, 7~, 
77, 78, 81, 94,110, Ill, 132,139 
Rosenwinkel, A. C., Yellow-crowned Night Herons at the 
Fish Hatchery Pool, St. Paul, Ramsey County, 135 
Sanderling, 110 
Sandpiper, 63 

Baird's, 73, 80, 112, 115 
Buff-breasted, 131, 137 
Least, 73, 80, 90, 134 

December, 1959 

Pectoral, 90,110,131 
Red-backed, 80, 131 
Semi-palmated, 80, 90, 112, 113, 114, 115 
Solitary, 80, 90 
Spotted, 90 
Srdt, 90 
Western, 73, 96 
vvhne-rumptd, 80, 131 

Sap;ucKer, terrow-bellred, 9, 38, 76, 90, 107 
!>arcocysrrs, 21 
Sargean;, Aran B. and William H. Marshall, Mammals of 
lra:~ca ~rate Park, Mrnnesota, 118-128 
Scaup, Greater, 99, 130 

Lt.ser, ~4, 44, 56, ~4, 90, 99, 130 
SchemnHz, ::,anrord 0. and Paul E. Bremer, wintering 
~~-~8 of Fraser Townshrp, Martin Counry, M.nnesota, 

~cnmrd, William, summer sight record of a Hawk-Owl 
in Bellrami County, Mmnesora, 96; note on the teedrng 
habrts of the Burrowrng Owl rn Mrnnesota, 103 
~co,er, Whrte-wrnged, U9, 130 
~horeo.rds, 71, Yo, 112, 113, 129, 131, 138 
Shoveler, 77, 90, 130 
!>hrew, Arctrc, 118, 119 

Masked, ]()3, 118, 119 
Pygmy, 118, 119 
Snorr-raded, 118, 119 
Warer, 118, 119 

Shrike, 80 
No• r hern (Gray), 20, 35, 38, 50, 57 
Loggerhead, 81, 94 

Sisk.n, Prne, 18, 55, 57, 61, 78, 81, 92 
~kunk, Sported, l 03 
Sn.pe, Common, B, 23, 43, 50, 54, 56, 78, 80, 90 
~or a, 90, l 06, l 08 
~orex c.nereus, 103 
Sparrow, II, 71, Ill, 114, 132 

Baird's, 83 
Choppong, 43, 78, 81, 92, 129 
(lay-colored, 81, 92 
Field, 43, 91 
Fox, 53, 77, 92, 110, Ill 
Grasshopper, 73 
Harris', 9, 81, 92, 110, Ill, 132 
Henslow's, 43, 83, 102, distribution map opposite 
page 144, l 06 
House (English), 10, 19, 20, 33, 34, 57, 67, 114 
Lark, 73 
LeConte's, 73, 81, 82, map opposite page 144; 108 
Lrncoln's, 41, 53, 81, 92, Ill, 114,115 
Nelson's, 83 
Savannah, 73, 78, 81, 92, 114, 115 
Song, 38, 41, 43, 52, 57, 81, 92, 101, 106 108, llO, 
112, 114, 115 ' 
Swamp, 9, 23, 41, 81, 92, 106, Ill, 132 
Tree, 9, 18, 50, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57, 67, 92, II o, Ill 
Vesper, 43, 53, 78, 81, 92 
Whole-crowned, 74, 78, 81, 92, Ill 132 
Gambelii, 81, 92 ' 
Whrre-throated, 41, 43, 53, 57, 74, 81, 92 Ill, 114, 
115, 132 , 

Spilogale interrupta, 103 
Squirrel, 19 

Flying, 120, 121, 122 
Fox, 45, 121 
Franklin's Ground, 121 
Gray, 121, 137 
Ground, II B, 120 
Northern Flying, 121 
Red, 121 
Southern Flying, 121 
Thirteen-line Ground, 121 

Starling, 18, 20, 54, 57, 67, 92, 132, 139 
S;ercOiarius longicaudus, 30, 31 

parasiticus, 30 
pomarinus, 30 

Strnad, Forest V., suburban housing project booms -
Bluebirds utilize new homes, 33·34, the Minnesota bird 
banders, 112·115; least Sandpipers use building as 
feeding area, 134; House Wrens use snake skins as nest· 
ing material, 138 
Strnad, Forest V. and Carl Johnson, the Minnesota bird 
banders, 16-17; 40-41; 88-95 
Struthers, Dana R., president's page, l; 29; 65; 105; 
p1cture section, 84·85; cover photo, Canvasback and 
American Coot, No. 3 
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Swallow, 74, 80, 110 
Bank, 77, 80, 92 
Barn, 80, 92 
Cliff, 74, 77, 80, 94 
Rough-w1nged, 80, 94 
Tree, 34, 43, 60, 78, 80, 94, 107 

Swan, 79, 130 
Trumpeter, 105 
Whisrlmg, 7, 42, 44, 52, 79, 110, 130 

Swift, Ch1mney, 43, 133, 135 
Swift, Ernest and H. R. Morgan, calling the shot on the 
1959 duck season, 86-88 
Tanager, 81 

Scarlet, 81, 92, 107 
Summer, 38 

Teal, Blue-w1nged, 24, 27, 41, 77, 87, 90, 99, 129 
Green-winged, 77, 90 

Tern, 80, 140 
Black, 90 , 107 
Common, 43 
Forster's, 90 

Tester, John R., Marsh Hawk - Ring-necked Pheasant en
counter, 104; Booming (Photo story), 116-117 
Theodore, Brother, early and late arrivals, 60-61 
Thrasher, 81 

Brown, 23, 41, 43, 54, 57, 80, 94, 110, 111, 136 
Thrush, 110 

Gray-checked, 43, 73, 94 
Hermit, 43, 77, 81, 94, 111, 132 
Swainson's (Olive-backed), 43, 73, 78, 81, 94, 111, 
114, 115, 136 

Titmouse, Tufted, 8, 25, 44, 57, 74, 94, 133 
Towhee, Red-eyed, 9 

Rufous-sided, 58, 92, 139 
Turnstone, 80 

Ruddy, 131 
Turtle, Painted, 49 
Veery (Willow Thrush), 78, 81, 94, 107 
Vireo, 74, 81, 129, 132, 134 

Philadelphia, 81, 94, 138 
Red-eyed, 81, 94, 106, 108, 114, 115, 134, 136, 138 
Solitary 94, 114, 115, 138 
Warbling, 94 

Vole, Meadow, 123, 124 
Vulture, Turkey, 56, 79 
Wagner, Jerome, on the lookout for Ravens, 4-5; Be
wick's Wren nesting in Anoka County, 96-97 
Warbler, 43, 63, 71, 73, 78, 81, 89, 105, 111, 129, 
132, 136 

Bay-breasted, 81, 94, 114, 115, 138 
Black and White, 94, 111 
Blackburnian, 81, 94 
Blackpoll, 81, 94 
Black-throated Blue, 73, 76, 110, 136 
Blue-winged, 25, 74, 89, 94 
Brewster's, 25 
Canada, 94, 102 
Cape May, 81, 94 
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Cerulean, 10, 94 
Chestnut-sided, 94, 138 
Connecticut, 102, 136 
Golden-winged, 25, 94 
Kentucky, 24, 136 
lawrence's, 25 
MacGillivray's, 94, 102 
Magnolia, 94, 114, 115 
Mourning, 81, 94, 102 
Myrtle, 43, 94, 110, 114, 115, 132, 139 
Nashville, 94, 106, 108, 111, 114, 115, 138 
Orange-crowned, 94 
Palm, 41, 78, 81, 94, 114, 115, 132 
Parula, 81, 106 
Prothonotary, 7 4, 89, 94 
Tennessee, 94, 111, 112, 114, 115, 132, 138 
Wilson's, 94, 111 
Worm-eating, 62 
Yellow, 41, 94, 106, 114, 115 

Waterthrush, Northern, 94, 114, 115 
louisiana, 94 

Waxwing, 132 
Bohemian, 8, 19, 20, 21, 35, 49, 50, 54, 57, 81, 89, 
94, 130, 132 
Cedar, 19, 20, 50, 54, 57, 59, 81, 94, 106, 108 

Weasel, 126 
least, 126 
long-tailed, 126 

Wheatear, 105 
Whimbrel, 110, 138 
Whip-poor-will, 80 
Widgeon, American, 79, 85, 90, 130 
Willet, 43 

Western, 73 
Wolf 

Brush, 125 
Timber, 118, 125 

Woodcock, 80, 129 
American, 90 

Woodpecker, Black-backed Three-toed, 44, 76, 80 
Downy, 10, 11, 20, 41, 57, 67, 68, 90 
Hairy, 11, 20, 57, 67, 68, 90 
Pileated, 20, 55, 56, 80, 107, 113 
Red-bellied, 57, 67, 68, 92 
Red-headed, 34, 41, 57, 67, 68, 80, 92 

Wren, Bewick's, 96-97, 137 
Carolina, 57, 74 
House, 33, 41, 43, 77, 80, 89, 94, 137, 138 
long·billed Marsh, 41 , 78, 80, 94 
Rock, 111 
Short-billed Marsh, 41, 80, 82, 94 
Winter, 9, 41, 54, 57 

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus, 46 
Yellowlegs, 80, 110 

Greater, 43, 52, 139 
lesser, 43, 52, 73, 90, 129, 131 

Yellowthroat, 41, 94, 106, 108 
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Breeding Distribution of Hens low's and LeConte's Sparrows 

• LeConte 's Sparrow 
• Henslow's Sparrow 

In 1932 Thomas Roberts described in The Birds of Minnesota, Volume 2, the 

then known general breeding ranges of the Henslow's Sparrow (vertical lines) and 

LeConte's Sparrow (diagonal lines) essentially as on the map. Among the thousands 

of observations on birds of Minnesota received by the Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History or made by its staff since that date there are only the few observations 

indicated by the dots and souares. These represent breeding season records only. -

D. W. Warn er, Mttseum of Natttral Histo?y, Un·iversity of Minnesota, MinneaJJolis, 

Minnesota. 






